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COMMUNITY MESSENGER

Community Messengor fea-
tures spiritual announcements
from Oakland County religious
institutions. Ten days before

s-the desired publication date,

please write: Community Mes:
senger, ¢/o Beliefs & Values
Editor, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, M! 48009. Our
fax number is (810) 644-1314.

@ CHRISTMAS AWAKENING
Victory Theater Company,
19421'W. 10 Mile, Southficld,
presents “Stooge: A Christmas
Awakening” Dec. 18 to 2t The
full-scale thentrical production
heings tot he stage a moving
Christmoa dramn facusing on
socinl iusues of the '90s nnd one
man's life-changing encounter
_with truth, During the premier
“evening, Family Victory Follow-
ship wil) honor two civic lead-
ers who have demonstrated,
.profound caring ond mnct'r?lfnr
the families of the Metra- ¥
Detroit aren. On Thursday, the
community service awards
reception begins at 6:30 p.m.
.with the performance following
at 7:30 p.m, Performances
.begin at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 1
- p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on Satur-

-duy, and 7 p.m. on Sunday.

Doors open 15 minutes prior to
show time. For ticket informa-
“tion, call (248} 354-1990.

. Bt HANUKKAH DINNER

'l emple Shir Sholom, 3999 Wal-
nut Lake Road, West Bloom-
field, bosts its annual

. Hanukkah family dinner at

6:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 19,
Shabbat services follow at 7:30
p.m. with performances by the
youth choir. All are welcome to
join the Hanukkab festivities.
Dinner is $3.27 per adult and
$5.67 per child age 5 to 12.
Children under 5 are free. For
reservations, call (248) 737-
8700.

@ CHRISTMAS BELLS

Christ Church Cranbrook, 470
Church Roud, Bloomfield
Hills, is holding o festival of
sewsonal favorites performed on
the bells of the Wallace Caril-
1on and by the Classicai Bells of
Metropalitan Detroit, a group
of professional handbelt ringers
and directors. The event beging
at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Dee. 21.
On Dee. 24, from 7:30 to 10:30
p.m., the Christ Chureh Choir
ompanicd by organ and
other instruments will sing pre-
ludes to the Christmas Eve
liturgies celebrating the birth
of Jesus Christ. For informa-
tiun on cither event, call (248)
644-5210.

W YULE FEST

A festive celebration of Chriat's
birth will happen on Christmas
Sunday, Dec. 21, at Nardin
Park Church in Farmington
Hills. The singing of Christmns
carols, families lighting the
Advent wreath, and Christmas
pruyors will focus the hour
upon the true meaning of the
scason. Combined Chancel and
Sanctuary Choirs, under the
direction of Melvin C. Rookus,
will perform “Angel's Carol”
and “Noel, We Sing,” closing
the service with Handel's *Hel-
lelujuh Chorus.” A dramatic
reading of the messenger Micah
will precede the sermon, as the
postor of the church, the Rov.
Reniomin Boh X 1

and power of traditional carols,
wovon together with inspiring
original music, Both adults and
children will porform this
Christmas collection of classical
and contemporary arrange-
ments. Thoe church also offers
services on Christmas Evo at 8
p.m. and on Epipt Twolfth

4661.

B WORSHIP SERVICES

New Lifo Christian Fellowship

announces the beginning of reg-

ular worship services on Sun-

days at Adler Elementary

School, 19100 Filmore in
hfield, north of 10 Mile

Night, Jan. 8, at 7:30 p.m. For
information, cull {248)879-
9240.

W YULE GIFTS REEDED

The children in Judgon Cen-
tor's programs hnvo%uﬂ'ored

abuse or npglect andiusually

havd ono wish — to Havon

happy snd whole family. In

some:cagen this can by

“Live Secure!” “Christmas is
only Christmas when our ohser-
vonce includes the message of
Christ,” says Pastor Bohnsack.
“We encourage anyone looking
for that Christmas spirit to join
us.” Nardin Park United
Methodist Church is at 29887
W. 11 Mile in Farmington
Hills, just west of Middlebelt.

W INFORMAL SERVICE

Temple Shir Shalom, 3999 Wal-
nut Lake Road, West Bloom-
fiold, is holding a come-ns-you-
are acrvice at 6:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 26. Temple Shir
Shatom Shabbnt Camp will be
held during the service for chil-
dren ages 3 to 8. Children
under 3 are welcome with a
parent. Children over 8 are
welcome at the service. For
information, call (248} 737-
8700.

W LIVING NATIVITY

Evanawood Church of God,
2601 E. Square Lake Road,
between John R and Dequin-
dre, Troy, is offering a full
slate of Advent activities every
Sundoy at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. to
Dec. 21.

Performances for an outdoor ve-
ennctment of the birth of Jesus
Christ are scheduted on church
grounds every half hour from 6
to 8 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 18,
and Sunday, Dec. 21, and {rom
6 to 8:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec,
19. The “Living Nativity” is
free and open to the public.
Everyone is invited inside afler
each performance to warm up

hick od: In tithers, the bést

way.
xrnh:]

pecifnl wish for Christ-
mas. With the help of 200 plus
participants-pach year, the
Royal/Oak:bnsed Judson Cen-
tor hae distributod one desired
gift to’each child in the agen-
cy'S care. Contributors are
nceded to purchdse, wrap and
send the highly trensured gifts,
valued at $80,.to Judson Center
for the hnhdayn To make a dif-
ference to those'less fortunote
this Christmas scason by call-
ing (248) 837~ 1217

= QLOBAL ﬂlﬂl

The First Baptist Church at
Willits and Bates in Birming-
ham is holding a Global Gifts
and Crafts Shop through Dec.
20. The non-profit partnership
of Justico and Hope supports
developing world artisans. Gift
sclections include basketry,
brass items, creches, games,
jewelry, Third World crafts,
tree ornaments, toys and
UNICEF Christmas cards. Vol-
unteers staff the shop and al)
profits are returned to the
craftspecople. Hours are 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m. Tuesday through Sat-
urday. On Thursdays, the shop
is open until 6 p.m. The church
is located between the Jocob-
son’s Stores. Free two-hour
parking is available in the
adjacent city lot.

M PARENTING CLASS

Glen Qaks Alliance Church,
5700 Rochester Road, Tray, ia
holding classes on “Growing
Kida God's Way." The program

is igned to equip parents

with seasanal ref; ts and
¢njoy speceinl children's activi-
ties.

The church witl hold a dramat-
ic Christmas worship service
entitled, “The Majesty of
Christmaos-Celebrating the
Night of Miracles,” at 11 a.m.
on Dec. 21. The unique musicat
program cnptures the beauty

with children ages 15 montha
to preteen to apply biblical
principles in raising responsi-
ble children with strong moral
character. The clags will meot
once & week beginning in Nov.
The dny and time is yet to bo
determined. For information
and registration, call (810} 731-
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and east of Evergreen — 5-p.m.
soup supper and 5:30 p.m. wor-
ship with praise band. The
church office is (248) 356-1120.
Naoncy Kruger is minsion devel-
oper.

W STUDWAND PLAY GRROUP
Cong. Bhai Moshe will offer
two aduft study groups to teach
more abput Hanukkah on Sat-
urday, Hec. 27,

Cong. BNai Moshe will host
Shabbat{Shelanu (Our Shab-
bat), a mopning play group for
children age 2 1/2 through 4.
The complimentary drop-in pro-
gram allojvs parenta to partici-
pato in worship services whilo
their young children enjoy
Shabbat-appropriate games
ond play activities under the
supervision of Paula Schane-
Koecik. Shobbat Shelanu runs
from 10 to 11:30 a.m., at which
time tho children are brought
into the main sanctuory to join
the congregation for the last
fow minutes of sorvice, includ-
ing Kiddush and closing songs.
The synagogue is at 6800
Drake, West Bloomfield. For
information, call Rita Abram-
son at (248) 788-3600 or e-mail
ritna@bnnimoshe.org.

— Compiled by special writer
Rena Fulka
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“And I suspect thero'll be
parents wha are trying to read
directions and put togcther
Loyn who will flip n on,” snid
Rimbo.

The Christmas pervice opens
in the church narthex, with
tho children gathered around a
12-foot tree of angels, whn:h

of short homilicn. Truth
Lutheran is currently without,
a full time pastor. Bishop J.
Philip Waht of the ELCA
Southeast Michigan Syndd i’
in attendance.

The worship experience nnd!x
by candlelight with the singing
of Silent ng‘;n. the rondmg of:

"0 an

aymbolizes the an:

of the birth of Jesus Chrut
Dr. James Kellis of Christ
Lutheran, a professional story-
teller, deacribes how all three
congregations came togother at
33360 W. 13 Mile For thia spo-
cinl event.

The children then process
into the ennctuary to tho

;-‘mn. “Children Go As 1 Send
T

The liturgy follows the tradi-
tion of the Western Christian
Church end includes the ran-
dom ringing of hand bells,
Antioch Lutheran's Cantor
Amy Studt of Hartland pro-
vides the organ accompani-
ment and directs the musical
selections, A liturgical dance
team of seven children pre-
eenta the offering.

Though some hymns are
sung in unison, each congrega-
tion ropresonted in the 60
voice adult choir sings a hymn
of its awn to add to the diverai-
ty of the celebration.

The service also features n
40-voice children's choir. Musi-
cal selections include perfor-
mances by Tympani on the ket-
tledrums and the Liberty
Brass Quortet, both based in
Ann Arbor.

Leading theo festival service
is Rimbo, Kreiss and the Rev.
Christine Thompson of Christ
Lutheran, who also offer o trio

BANKRUP

STORE

and Conso

FORCED To CLOSE 5 LOCATIONS &
CONSOLIDATE To REMAINING STORES

On tho night of the telovised
servico, Antioch Lutheran
Church will be holding &
Christmas Eve service for chil:
dren and families at 5§ pm,, u
more formal liturgy at 7 p.m.
and high church at 10 p.m.

Participating membors of the
49-year-old congregation will
probably either tune in or tape
the blended sprvice to relive
the spiritual experience vin
national telovision.

“Martin Luther soid that
what Christmas really cele-
brates is God with a human
face,” anid Rimbo.

“What he really means is
thnt Jesus, who is God, ip com-
ing to us na o human being.
And that truth ia unique to the
Christian faith...that God's son
did not scem to be masquerad:
ing as a1 human, but was
human.”

Whether the viewers are fel-
low church members, local
shut-ina or interested individu-
als watching from another part
of tho country, Studt added, *1
hope they get the true sense of
the rcason for Christmas, and
that the Good News of Christ's
birth was meant for every-
body.”

“Welcome in the Child™
be broadcast at 12:05 a.m. on
Dec. 25 on WXYZ/Channel 7.

Family Owned Since 1920
Chapter i

CLOSING

lidatiop

will. -,

( H C— T
ive a ql Flower Shap Bloomfleld Hills
& Qreanhouse orist
) E f 3071 W. 12 Mde R, 1992 Woodward Ave, ,
248.544-4500 248-335-1920
Ou ue-i OP VA UASTLACARO it cancs sccernn

Lvona

Cardweli Florist

32109 Pymouth Rd.
172 Maa W O Marrenan

Farmegion e
Hearts and
Roses, Inc.

33238 W. 12 Mile

the Hol day

To Place an Ad in this Corner

for the Next Holiday, Please call: |, 248-553-7699 313-421.3567
JUNE/313-953-2099 ¢ L1t I anom
) RICH/313-953-2063
= Troea Ty
H Fiowgrs From 1RISH ROSE LIVONIA FLORIST
i oe FLORIST Meri-Five Plaza
32152 W. 7 Mile 30608 Savon Mio Suer ok veys 100
248-477.8616 v ol Famiegton 14 2 '
it zasavesias | | 32382430, o ; Rel
- i sl Fine Diomonds » Emeralds » Rubies - Retdil Price
- Sapphires's Solitaires - Bridal Sets g he
= =y e Anniversory Rinigs « Tennis Brocelets ' !
Fronch's Merri-Craft Dinsers Flowers & Pend uryl ﬂf: Peart . MEYE R;
Flowers A Qitts Florist Greenhouse, Inc. endants < Lustrals Fearts ; CHARGE
b it Cores viase 13955 Morriman Ad. 24501 Disnor Orivo Gold Jewelry and Chaln. -, )
1.800-860-0972 313-427-31410 248-349.1320 Watches and Much More! -
410 AL MAJOR EAZ T CARDY ladd Teitrons 1o 710 MM ComCan  THINIM, . 0 ) Y N
We will continue to serve your finéjewdlry eeils as e have since 1920.
alar | Westtand 4
| " Floyd's " ey “?-x'::" Decker's 1
: Flowersin. | |wiary Jane | | Fowsrs& it eyerjewelers
T a1 pam.7 g Flowers e iviibiey ' '
31978354534 12888+72¢ROSES .311251.9050 Creating Moments to Remember - . .
. Titron Ml Cox o TN Lincoln Park Shopping Center UNCOLN PARK (313} 3819355,
g Eastland Conter HARPER WOODS (313) 2459395
Twelve Oaks Mall NOVI (810) 349-6010 * Wastlond Center WESTLAND {313) 4257676
Lakeside Canter STERUNG HEIGHTS (810) 247-5500 Oakland Mall TROY {810) 528-3805 %
. Brioewood Mall ANM ARBOR {313} 761:3315 - Southland Center TAYLOR {313) 287-4250 i
i v Fairlane Town Centor DEARBORN (313) 593-1440 Tel-Twehve Mall SOUTHRELD (810} 3563320 N
: \_ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED LT e om0l S MO i et

j . T — " i e

N L



