CA(F)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1997

BY BRAD Exong
BTAPP WRITER

Thia could bo the year of the
big hittor in Observerland girls
volloyball.

. Stata Clase A quarterfinalist

Livenin Ladywood, 52-7 a year
ago and six-time defonding
Catholic Loague chnmpion, is
already off to o 8-0 atart thanks
to the efforts of 6-foot-1 junior
Jenny Young, who had 44 kills
in Saturday’s Midland Tourna-
ment.

And if that's not cnaugh,
Ladywood corch Tom Tcetera
has lofty and first-team All-
Aren solection Sarah Poglits, a
6-1 senior, for some strategic
atiacking from the setter’s posi-
tion.

Ladywood's stiffeat chalienge
will como from Birmingham
Marian, swhich handed the
Blazors their first Central Divi-
sion defeat in five years during
@ regular scason mateh,

Marinn is led by 6-1 lefty
Kristy Kreher.

“Surpriaingly the athletes we
havo are improving, but Marian
has gotton a lot toughor,”
Tecters unid. “Wo loat a lot from
last year, but they have their
top twa back.”

Another local team which
reached the state quarterfinals
last year was Livonia
Clarencovilie (28-13-1). The
Trojans won last year's Metro
Conference regular season title,
but wero upsct in the playofls
bofore making a run in the
state tourney.

Tho Trojana will be led by 6-1
senfor middle-bitter Micholle
Berry, o first-team All-Observer
pn:k who has Division § poten-

tind,

“She realized what her weak-
nesses are und sho's warked on
them on her own —and that's a
big step for somcone ber age,”
ssaid Clarenceville coach Alisha
Love, who wna named
Observerland Coach of tho
Year. *

Borry's twin sister Melissn,
also at 6-1, should give
Clarenceville one of the top one-
two blocks in the arca. Mclissa
epent last year in Sweden as a
foreign exchango student.

For Livonia Stevensun (28-9-
4), tho top attacker will be

C'ville spikers strong

Stephanio Dulz, a 6-11 junior
who was called up lato last yoar
from tho JV squad, Sho gave
Ladywood fits in last your’s dis-
trict final,

If Stovensen can contend in
tho Wostern Lakes Activitios
Association, the Sparians will
have to surpass porhaps the
aroa’s top returning tenm —
Plymouth Salem (49-6) — led
by a trio of powerful hitters —
61 Amands Abraham, 5-10
Angie Sillmon and 6-2 Jenny

L,

Moceanwhilo, anothor Lakes
Division team, Westland John
Glonn (17-19-7) lost five
atarters, but will bank on new-
comer Noclle Swartz, a 5-10 1/2
sophomare,

In the Westorn Division of
the WLAA, Livonin Franklin
(19-18-10) figures to havo its
sirongest team in recent memo-

ry.

Patriot conch Ann Hutchins,
who just returned from officiat-
ing the NCAA Division II
women's nntionols, has a pair of
top-lino hittera in 5-10 aenior
captain Brooke Honsman and
5-11 sophomore Tera Morrill.

Livonia Churchill (26-1),
guided by the dean of Observer-
land coaches — Mike Hughes,
now in hio 23rd season — will
put a scrappy team on the floor.

Hughes, however, can rely on
6-9 senior outside hitter Jeasica
Sherman and 6-foot junior mid-
dlo-hitter (from tho right side)
Lauren Ruprocht for some
offensive attacking.

*“This could bo the most com-
potitive your sinco I've been
conching,” Hughes said. “Can-
100 ia the dofending champion
in our division and has a new
coach (Cynl.lnu Montgomoery).

“Fran] has two huge steps
up. Thoy have good athletes
and good size. Northvillo also
has a tough block at the net.™

Wayne Momorial (8-30),
under second-year cvach Laura
Fisher, a former Madonna Uni-
veraity wetter, ia moving down
to the Mega Conference's White
Division from tho Rod.

The Zebras will run o 4-2
offensive attack keyed by two
juniar middle hitters — 5-11
Beth Molitor and 5-310 Kristin
Kohrer.

See capsule previews.

CAPSULE OUTLOOK ON OBSERVERLAND VOLLEYBALL TEAMS

LIVONIA dith

Head coach: Miko Hughos, 23cd season.

League sfMilation: Wostern Lakes Activition
Associntion {Westem Divialon),

Season opener; Dec, 17 ot Westland John
Glona.

Last yeor's overalt recod: 26-10.

Natable lonsss to gradustion: Megon
McGinty (first-team All.Observer), Lor
Loszczynskl (third-toam All-Area), K
Burewsk), Danlelle Sockolocky, Andrea Wi
Amanda Estes.

Lasding tetumaes: Shorman, 50
sentor outaldehitter; Jonny Ducen, 57 ¢, OH:
Uss Fabirklewlcz, 57 St. OH: Susan Hill, 55
St. OH: Jenniler Laldlow, 58 5¢. satter; Beth
Ruthowsil, 510 Sr. middin hutter,

Prombing newcomers: Louien Ruprecht, 6
O Jr. MM; Courtaey Lim, 5:5 Jr. OH; Luba
Steca, 56 I, OH; Jossico MacKey, 57 Je. aat-
ter; Megan Sheehan, 53 Soph. OH/defonsive
speciallst; Shannon Muna, 5-8 Soph, MH;
Kttstin Loszcrynsk), 57 Soph. settor.

Hughes® 1097-88 outiool: *I1’s going 10 be
 year whera we Gon't have a lot of experl
ence. It will be a lcaming yaav. Wo hopo to
make steady progross and ba thero sometime
by mid 36830, t's going 10 taho owhile,

“Wo'll piay very acrapgy defensivaly, e3pe-
ciolly the yourger kids who are quick. Wa'll
be auio to do things defonsively thet we
Raven't done the last fow yaais.

"Wo need someone 1o Ktep up and put the
ball on the flcor, We'ro not that quick up
tront.*

UVORIA FRANKLIN

Head coach: Ann Hutchins, seventh yoar.

Leagus affilation: WLAA (Wastern Divi
slon).

Season opensr: 0 o.m. Friday, Jon. 2 at
Romulus Tounament.

Last year's ovecall record: 191910,

Hotable kasss to graduation: Rond) Woile
(secondteam AliAton, Cathy Wolla, Melisss
Zowacki, Mizsy Blanton, Janine Qosman,

Leading retumess: Drooke Hensman, 510
St. M (coptaln): Daonletio Wensing, 55 5.
OH; Sarah Gush, 58 5¢, OH; Melania Maawell,
57 Sr. OH/dof. speciallst; Jockle Zlem, 55
1. det. specialist; Jamlo Wensing, 57 St. OH.

Promlising newcomsn: Tera Morrill, 511
Soph. OH; Lyndaay Sopko, 59 Soph, setter;
Andrea Kmet, 50 Soph. MH: Koren Koloczko,
58 ir. OM: tindasy Ouproy, 5-4 Jr. settec;
Nicols Boyd, 510 Jr. MM; Pauia Sancho, 510
Jr. MH/OH,

Hutchins' '97-88 outiook: °I think wo'ro
consicerably better than last yoor, particulaity
ettacking and blocking.

WL Junior Olympics, ovaryona has more.
otpeciorce. Wo have 1alentod nawcomers ot
oll three positions — setting. outslde and
attocking, We'rg bettet balanced,

“The oy I3 how the roups blend in togoth
er.

“Our sucCess depends on how our passing.
£00s and whathar wo can go with a faster
offensa.

UVONIA STEVENSON

Haad coach; Kelly Groham, £th seoson,

WUAA (Lokes Division),

Sesson opener: @ s.m. Saturdey at Defta
Invitalonal.

Last year's precall recort: 26-0-4.

Notable josess ta : Ricole Todin
{Neatasam Allb-Aros): Gina Paimert (socond
1oam AllArea), Keily Kitsty, Beth Pinneo.

Leading retumess: Stephania Dulr, 511 Jr.
MH; Lindsay Pteifer, 57 S¢. Otf: Stacey Nas-
1asa, 58 St. OH; Bocky Petorson, -4 5¢, oo,
speciailst; Jili LaDlanc, 56 Sc. dol. specialiat:
Dawn Keol, 57 St. OH.

Promising newoorers: Sarah Wittrock, 57
3r. sette n Olconkovs, 510 Sr, satler
(sxchange mwudent from Czech Republic);
Katio LoBlanc, 510 Soph. MH; Erenda Peder-
won, 54 Jr. det. specialist: Maistl Copl, 57 Jr.
OM.

Graham's *87-98 outiook: “Wu've had to
reconfigure our lineup beceuse o coupls pley-
s didn't come back.

“The strength of thia 1eam ia sonlor leader-
ship, Stephanie Dulz and our settars, With
Bicankova aho gives height, saiting snd can
hit with power on right side. Dulz Is o big,
trong Nitter.

“The most difficult part Is communication
in our offensa.

“1 think we coan be In the top three (n our
division."

WESTLAND JOHN GLENN

Head coach: Stacy Graham, fourth season.

Laague sffimtion: WLAA (Lakes Division).

Seescn opener: Doc. 13 (finlshed 031 In
South Lyon Invitational).

Last yoar's overai? record: 17-19-7,

10 gradustion: Chulssy Hark-
lena (fistoom AlbArea), Jamie Romej, Jenny
Smith, Beth Oussard, Rebecca Harden.

Laading returness: Jamie Barker, 68 ar.
OM; Mogan Brady, 5-8 miidioblocker; Malisa
Hamifton, 57 Se. OH; sasuica Pickup, 58 St
OH/dof. speclalist.

Promising newcomers: Jasalca Latoumes,
§7 Jr. satter; Noelie Swortz, 511 Soph. M0;
Jemls Mcleod, S-8 Soph. OH/MB; Mslenie
Ponyard, 58 Jr. OM; Laute Engebrotson, 58
Jr. dof. wpoclatist/setter; Amanda Bat, 55 Jr.
dot. speciallst: Kristen Kiohn, 5.8 Jr. OH.

Graham's *87-98 outicok: “Wa (o3t five
$1artors 50 this will be a bullding yoor for v,
But of the 11 players, nine playod AAU.

“This wiil ba & very different toam than in
the past.

“Swetz I3 & vory strong blockor in the mid-
dlo and McLeod Is 3 good, alk-around player —
but both need experience.

“They work really hasd end communicate
wail. They'ro groat kids, very coachable.

“We have a (o of thinga to work on, but
thoy ahow 8 kot of promise,”

'WAYNE MEMORIAL

Head cosch: Loura Flsher, second soason.

(aague afftilation: fega Confarance (White
Oiviniony,

Seasson opener: Doc. 17 st Westland John
Glenn.

m yoac's oversl recort: 9-30.
lossea to graduation: Tammy
num. Wendy Sentz, Pam Prpich.

Loading rotumess: Kilsten Boll, 35 5, set:

ter; Hristin Kehror, 520 Jr. MH; Bethany Mok
tor, 541 Jr. MH; Rachel Reines, 58 Jr. OH;
Briaget O'Rourke, B-5 Ir. def. wpeclalist; Sayrd
Stock, 5.7 3. OH.

Promising newcomers: Ertks Haley, 55 St.
def, ypeciallst; Jonny Wojle, 53 Jr. sotter:
Hatalie Tiiman, 8.7 Jr. OH; Couriney Jama!
7 Jr. OH; Carly James, 5-7 Jr. OM; Kicols
Suchan, $5 Jr. def. speciallat; Mellssa Jones,
55 Soph. uef. spoclallst: Stacy Long, 511 .

outlock: *I'm very, very
€xcitod bocouse | think it's going 10 bo 8 won-
n. | have groat expectatians
atromety talemed.
“Every single player Ia strong defenalvety
ond offensivety. Wa have a tall team, We're
going to run a 42 offonse.

LIVONIA LADYWOOD

Head coach: Tom Toetors, 1211 season.

Laague sfMiation: Catholic Loagua (Cantrsl
Oivisions,

Sonson opener: Dec, 13 {won Midland
Tounament with 6.0 rocord).

Last yoar's oveeall record: 52.7.

Titles won fast Central Oivislon,
Catholic teague pioyotfs, Schoolcraft lavita-
tlonal, Clnss A district and reglonal.

Notable loases to : Micole. Yon-
aracek (firsttesm All-Area), Rristen Dause
(s0condtoom AfkAtes), Cethy Hermann,

Leading returness: Sarah Poglits. 6-1 St
setter (fratteam AlkArea), Jonnry Lachapelle,
5.9 Sr. MO; Morylu Hemme, 5-10 Sr. M8
Hatle Brogen, 56 Si. sotter/OM; Jenny Young,
61 Jr. OH; Notalie Rozell, 59 St, O Trocey
Dewitt, 58 Jr, def, speciallat; Andrea Rehley,
57 Se. dof. speclalist; Leslie Orzech, 510 S,
M.

Promising newcomers: Rebocca Pawlih, 5
7 ). dat. spech atty Horal, 8 Soph,
ON; Rebecca Thorton, 5:7 Jr. settor/OH;
Mickle Fino, 58 Jr. OH; Deana LaBute, 510
1. OH,

Testors' '97-98 outiook: “This is the oldest
team, In terma of grade, F'va ever had. We're
810t stronger than | thought orlginally.

"Young hes Improved s lot, & much
stronger albiste now ond versatile. She con
hit trom 1he right 8nd left side nod i3 an el
around piayer aow.

“Lochapelio Is fastor and jumps better. Sbe
can play middle and Is one of out best defen-
sive piayers. She's 8 pure othleto and can do
2 1ot of things,

“Hemme has improved on her hitting. She's
& higher jumper snd can hit outslde end pley
front row,

*Pogiits, & left-nander, Con alsd et in back
fow. Defensively, sha’s Improved ® lot, We're
1l fooking for bar 1o Improve ber blocking.
She's 8130 0olng some ood Jump serving.

“Katie Brogan takon on more 1osponsibility
and fos us she's more valuable at solting.
She’s flling & spot left by Vondracek and
colrg quite wall.

“Rozo!l was a serving specialist fast yasr
and played a littla froat cow. Now she's ploy-
ing front, right and some left side. She has &
§00d pin sarve 1hat helps us out In many

Bmos.

“DeWIIL, who saw some action last year, is

coming to back row anct olng §00d Job for us

cetenuively.”
HURON VALLEY LUTKIRAN

Hoad ooach: Jeft Hale, fourth sasson.

Loage wfilation: Michigen Indepencent
Athletic Conference (Red Division).

Saseon spener: 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. & vi.
Michigan School of the Deaf mt Livoala St,
Pm's Litheran Schodt.

raduntion; tone.

Leading returmens: Stacle Graves, 5.8
Soph. selter: Anya Dy, 55 Jr. OM; Katle
Orlsndon), 5-8 Jr. MH; Jessice Whitaker, 8.6
Soph. OM; Denlel Joly, 50 Soph. setter/det,
spaciatist; Stephunle Graves, B-10 Jr. MH;
Gretchan Grosinsks, 610 Soph, OH.

Rewosmers: flegina Plscunere,
55 Fr. OH; Nikal Valiad, B8 Fr. Oef. specie-
Jst: Rachel Zahn, 55 Fr. OH/def. specialiet;
Cassandrs Zall, 48 Fr. def. speciailn.

oke'a ‘DT80 sutioal: *1 1ok wa're finally
Zoing 1o win 8 mateh. It ook very promising
with saven ratumning glrls fram tast yasr,
We're very eachied.

“1 thought we @i OK In our scrimmage last
Sotuday. The girs have hope. With the four
freshman, we feel wa're £0Ing ta be decent.
We'ce il # vary yourg 1eam, We're looking
10 the juniors for Jesderap.

~Graves will our Leam lesder this year,”

Head poack: Allshs Love, seventh season.

League sMiation: Matro Confersace.

Besecn opener: 9 a.m. Saturdey, Jen. 3 &
Sagingw Valley State Ievitational,

Last yoara oversil reoeed: 28-13.1,

Tittes won lust year: Metro Canference
(reguia seasont, Class C district and regionsi
champions.

Notable losses to gradustien: Amy Jones
(thirgteam AltAroa), Nicote Rled, HMP{ Ack

cwtwmess: Michells Sery, B0 S,

Ares); Iackie Kibilke, 53
Si. cof. speclalist; Agnlesiia Palwz, 69 Si,
O Kalstin Jaber, 5.5 S, OH; Kiistine Skrela,
56 k. settor/midie-hitter Soamna Skrela, 57
. OM.

Procising newcomers: Melissa Berry, 60
St MH; Thacesa Lativop, 58 St. OH: Jesuice
Siyle, 58 Jr. setter; Sersh Mchellly, 50 Fr.
OM/MH; Astioy Poarson, 54 Fr. def. tpeciah
Ist; Vora Skrata, 55 Soph. Oef, tpeciailst,

Love's "$7:8 putiook: *W
new setter, Kristina Skre
hands and feet.

*We need conuistoncy at whatever we'rs
trying to go.

“Moilsss Berry was & forelgn exchange stu-
dent I r In Sweden. She's deveioped
confidence. She's & vary good blocker and
re00er. We're working on devaloping ber ln
the back row,

“Lathrop‘s hitting Is whers It should be.
She had B broken ankle and t's siowing her
down physically & little bit, but not mentalty.

“Our defonse Is going to make or bresk us.
Our offense I not & concem. We have a lot of
very good hitters."”
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LLIEGE HOCKEY F
SCORE THE ULTIMATE!

Joe Louis Arena

ENTERTO WIN THE UITIMATE
COLLEGE HOCKEY PACKAGE,

WHICH INCLUDES:
02 VIP ticketa to both daya of the
Great Lakea Invitational, Dec. 278 28
*One mgMA!ayatﬂwWeAhn Hotelin

Downtown Detoit

inag pOA(' card withy yom‘ iomc, addi‘cM‘
- aind day phone number, '

Obh Fver&: Ecccw}rlc/CLl CO| te,sk‘

600 Civic Cénter Dl'lve
Detroit, M1 48226

N\ %ph

énc Grand Prize Winncr and 10 winnera for a pair
of tickets will be randomiy aclected. Entriea must
be received by December 22, 1997, Winnera for
y the Great Lokes lnvitational will be notified by
one, Tueaday, December 23, 1997,

Employees of the Observer & Eccentric and Joe Louis
Arena and their Families ane not eligible.

-

ks

Third Place Game ¢
Championahip Game ¢ 5:00pm

$32 W §

33rd ANNUAL GREAT
ATIONAL

Michigan va. St. Lawrence ¢ 3:00pm
Michigan State va, Michigan Tech ¢ 6:30pm

ESI

TI '(ehsul‘cszz 50,516, $l2
: cmd$8. Ticketrare.
4 ‘l avm|nb|cat thejoe LouinA rena
Box Office and a||T|c|(ct

TICKETS!

Check Out Teday’s Classified Section
For More Information!

Opm

Wi = &
WIN DETROIT RED WINGS
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