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1997 ALLOBSERVER GIRLS BASKETBA!.L TEAM

Hawks’ Roble, North’s Fournier saluted

COACH OF THE YEAR
Bob Diohm Plymouth Canton
HONORABLE MENTION

Redford Blakop Bo Shermaine
Drake; Plymouth Canton: Kristin Mayse.
Junatl Twietmeyer: Pymowth Balem: Chris-
Uno Philtips, Bros Pestalanioc; Faming.
ton Hile Hareon: An Ault, Amy Jenkins,

BY C.J, RISAK
1097 ALL-OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
GIRLS Sclecting the best girla basket-
bnll team in Observerland would-
FIRST TEAM n't be any real problem: Redford
Bishop Borgess loat once all wea-
Alysha Smith, 8.3 Ss. Borges son, rolling through the Class C
Amanda Abreham, 81 S7. Satem state tournnment with relntive
Koren Marchant 60 S¢. Borgers ense en route’to its third state
Amy Robls 58 St. arison | Championship in five years.
Meliasa Marzoll 57 &. Canton Which ia why the Spartona’
Aiysha Smith was sclected as
Miss Basketball, with some con-
SECOND TEAM troversy.
Choosing the rest of the team
Chamina Anderson BB SK.  Bogess | wagn't s casy,
Ancres Pruett 62 . Saiam simply because
Nkechi Okwumabua 58 St.  Canton | there was n lot to
Swah Poglits 61 S¢. Ladywood choose from. The
Kollee Fournine 58 S N. Formington teams that fared
the best didn't do
THIRD TEAM &0 on the shoul-
ders of nny single
Somentha McComy 57 Fr,  N.Fem, |  Player. Depth of
Teomss1a o, ek [ flont was the
Tittaoy Grubsogh 8.8
ity 5asswnnua1aaf:: successful sca-
. sons at Borgeas, pgon Blohm
Mshogony Fletcher 585, Wmwason | Plymouth Canton, Goach of Year
Plymouth Salem,
FOURTH TRAM North Farmington and Farming-
ton Harrison,
Tonya Ceawlord 511 Jr. Wayno Selecting an Observerland
Jassis Brennan 59 k. Marcy conch of the yenr was nlso a diffi-
Kststin Lokasik 57 Se. Canton cult task. It might seem Bargess’
Tiftany Stmon 59 . Sorgass | Dnve Mann is being penolized
Kerston Conklin 60 & emscnn | becnuse he hod a tenm so londed

with talent and wasn't our choice.

Instead, the honor goes to Can-
ton’s Bob Blohm.

1t shouldn’t be any real sur-
prise, considering what Blohm's
Chicfa accomplished this sesson.
They won the Weatern Lakes
Activitics Association champi-
anship with an 11-0 record und
defeated o very tough Salem
squad en route to a district title,

Canton was 19-5 for the year
and eame within an eyelash of
Marinn i

Weistin Knson; Nerth g Mel
Grotz, Katia Vintelic; Livonis
Erin Heyden, Jenny Lechapelie, Kelly Jet.
frey. Cheryl Wrobleski; Farminglon Hilla
Maccy: Susie Roble, Ashisy Schumacher,
Kelly Moug, Katie Van Loauwen; Livonia
Stavenson: Caralyn Courtright, Stephanis
Dulz, Lindsay Gusich; Uvonla Churonil:
Testl Owans, Stacey Supaniich; Wayne
Memorial: Exicha Davis, Natsiie Gamson,
Beth Molitor; Livonta Frankfin: Lod Jen-
drusik, Julie Wasner; Westiand John Glem:
Rolo Amad, Latoys Chandler, Samantha
|t 3 FArmingean;
Jakacki; Qenden City: Sarah Taibot, Missy
Bako, Shannon Febar; Redfard Unlan:
Hatio Thomson, Laura Hillsan; Redford
Thorstors: Kally Grenan, Christlo Kosstes;
Redtord 8t. Agatha: Katie Miler, Chils
Woods; Lutheran Wastland: Annp
Schwecke, Bekah Hotfmaier, Kierra Deck:
or; Livoala Clarsncevilie: Doniolla Stedz,
Michetio Berry; Westiand Huron Valley
Lutheran: Saro Tacia: Plymouth Chestian
Academy: Liz Pugno. Jonny Sutherland;
Coeton Agape Christises: Him Ther, Margls
Hory,

0. Jager. Jamle_

the atate regional final.

What makes all this more
remarkoble is that the Chiels’
biggest starter was 5-foot-8 1/2
Nkechi Okwumabua. Canton
lacked size and was not a great
offensive team, but Blohm's
motion offense — which streased
paticnce — wore oppancnts down
and put Canton in control.

‘Which is why he was chosen.

FIRST TEAM

eAlysha Smith, 6-1 Sr. Blshap
Borgess: The Miss Baskotbal) winner did
a littha of everything for the Class C stato
champlan Spartans. She averaged 10.8
polots, 11,8 rebounds. 4.5 blocks, 4.1
stoals and 3.5 assists per game whilo
shooting 52 porcent from the floor and
62 percent ot the treo thow line.

*I think she s the best defensive play
er, most versatile — and best player In
the stote,” Monn said. *I had the oppor-
tunity to compare hor firsthand to (Flint
Northera's) Tawana McDonald and
{Dotroit Domunican’s) Ralna Goodlow."

Borgess, which finished 27-1 overall,
beat Northetn In the regular season ond
Dominican in the regionats.

sAmanda Abroham, 6-2 Gr., Plymauth
Salem: Asking what Abrahom did for Ply-
mouth Salem would bo a difficult ques-
tion. Batter to ask what she didn"t do.

That's because there wasa't much, A
fouryeat storter for tha Rocka, Abrahom
has been theit patnt-forw rd the past two
years, shouldering the tesponsiblity of
handling the ball the most.

That, howaver, did Rot hatm the rest of
her gama. Abrabam (ed Selem in just
about ovorything this yoor: sconng 112.4
points}, rotounding (.7), steals (2.6)
ond assists (4.0). Indeod, she was o dou-
ble-figure scoter throughout her fouryear
varsity cateor.

“She’s o pleyer who's gol o complolo
gome,” sald Salem coach Frad Thomaon.
“She can handlo the boll, sho's & great
finisher, she's an excoellont defender,
she’s got groat quickness, she rns tha
floor and sho handles the ball,

*Sho's Just an excellent high school
player,”

Abraham hes been recruited 10 play
college baskotball by sovecal NCAA Divi-
ston | schools, Hor 1ist has been pared
down to Central Michigan, Bowling
Green, Ohio University and Holy Cross.

*Koren Merchant, 6-faot Sr,, Bishop
Borgesa: Morchant diopped the tag of
enigma and became a star most of the
tima for the Spartsns, avoraging 15.0
points, 7.8 rebounds, 1.5 assists, 2.1
steals ond 1.6 blocks per game, She
made 49 parcent of her field goals, 74
percent of her freo throws.

The only thing she falled to do was
dunk, as sho promised midway through
the season. That'i! heve to wait for AAU
season.

“She’s tho most athietically-gifted kid
in the state and ot times the most offen
sively explosive.” Mann ssld. ‘She
Imptoved defonsively quite a bit this
year.”

Amy Roble, 8.8 Sr., Famington Hills
Hartlson: Simply put, Aoble was Miss
Everything for the Howks this season.

An Ail-WLAA ployer for the second
steaight 508500, sha lod Harrison in scor.
ing with 8 14.8 average while shooting
43 percent from the field. Robie also
averagod better than flvo rebounds ~ not
bad for a shooting guard.

“She’(} leave Harrison as one of out
best players ever,” said coach Pete
Mantyla, "She mada grest contributions
10 1ho program and her teammates.”

Roble alsc eprned fifth team all-state
honors this season. Mantyla said she dig-
't havo 8 bod gome,

*She was a model of consistency,” he
commented.

Besides playing great offensc. Roble
new how te play defense, too.

She averaged hrec steals por game
ond Is the school's career leader In that
category.

Roble is olso the caroer leader in
1hree-pointers with 85.

“She's very versatlie,” Mantyla sald.
“She could shoot ftam the pesimeter,
take it 10 the basket ond post up.”

*Mslisaa Marzolf, 5-7 Sr., Plymouth
Canton: Anather four-year starter, Morzoll
waos part of a Conton 1eom that needod
averybody 10 da a bit of everylhing if (t
weta 1o succeed.

The Chiols did. coming within 5 pes-
session of two of roaching the state quar-
terfinals. And Marzolf was a majar reason
why.
The team’s second-leading scoror
{10.5 points por game), Marzolf led Can-
ton in assists {4.3 per game) and steals
{2.7), and sveraged five rebounds as

The Chiefs’ career Ioader in assists
and steals, she nlss has more starts then
onyone with 91. Canton wos 73-20 dur-
ing her career, winning hree district
champienships and teaching the stote

semifinals onco.,

"Shu’s geoat 1n the open court, sha
soes peopio and is B great passer.” sald
Canton conch Bob Blohm, “Sha allowed
Pecplo to get open and got the ball to
thom wheo they dld.

“That kind of ptayer fits in roally woli
She wos o good decision.

Maczolf has already oigned to ploy ot
NCAA Division Il Northwood University.

SECOND TEAM.
*Christina Anderson, 58 8., Blshop
Borgess: A threeyaar starter, Anderson

averagad 9.8 points, 0.0 ssaists, 4.2
ttoals and 4.2 rebounds per game. She
made 43 porcent of her fiele goal
sttompts, 61 percent 8t tha fice thiaw
tine.

"She probably enjoys playing moto
1han anyone I've had,”” Menn said. *Dur.
tng 1he timo she's on tho ficor she hes a
£00d time. Sho shows it, olways smiling.
Sha's & great, grest guard with excep-
tionslly quick hands. She's n good passer
and shot tha ball great toward the end of
the year.™

*Andrea Pruett, 8-1 Jr., Plymouth
Salem: What Pructt accomplished os a
junior was, simply put. pavo 1ho rosd for
what figures to be a vory Improssive
senior saason.

A threat in the Jow-post as a sopho-
more, Pructt showed Improvement there,
804 also took her gamo outside more.

*Through the middle of the season, we
spent 1ima with her playing tecing the
basket,” said Yhomann. *So hee perime-
1or game Improved, and that made hor a
more compiste player.

“She's alteady got a really nice inside
gome, and her facing-the baskoet game is
1eally gotting better,”

Thomann also calied Pruett, who was
socond on tha tasm in scoring {11.2
points) and rebounding (8.6). “a greot
defonder and a good robounder. |
thought, by the end of 1he year, sho was
tho kind of player who wanted the bail.*

*Nkachl Okwumabua, 6-9 Sr., Ply-
mouth Canton: Okwumabua led an over-
achieving Canton team in both scering
(11.8 polnts) and sebounding (7.0).

Alysha Smith
Blshop Borgoss

Amanda Abraham
Plymouth Salem

Koren Morchant ;
Bishop Borgess

| FIRST

Amy Roble
Farmington Harrison

What made hor mare
remarkoble was 1hat she was forced to
play center agninat teams with far bigger
players ot that position.

“Sho did a great Job getting open,”
said Blohm, "Sho's just o great sthiete.
Het athletic abllity and her adility 1o got
out in the open court really put pressure
on cpposing defonses.

*She also did a great Job on defense
for us, Sha and (Marzalf) led our team In
deflections defonsively.

A statstic even more impressive con-
cerning Okwumabua I8 hor 4.0 grade-
point average. Thet will texe her on an
academic scholarship to the Unversity of
Michigan.
*Sarah Poglita, -0 Sr., Livonls Ledy-
wood: Helped (cad Ladywood to the
regional finals and 8 12-13 overall rocord.

.Tho Catholic League All-Central Div)
sion pick finished the year avoraging
12.5 points, seven rebounds, and 1.5
blocks per game. Poglits shot 49 percent
friom the field and 72 percent from the
free throw lino.

In five state tournsment games,
Poglits stepped up her game by averog:
ing 17 points, seven rebounds, while
shooting 56 percent from the fiold and
87 percent from the ling, Her bast outing
wos against Livonia Stevenson with 22
pOINLS (on 11 of 15 shooting). eight
rebounds, five blocks, five assists and
two steals.

-Sarah was 8 lot morg dggrassive
offensively this year,” Ladywood coach
Andrea Gorski said. “She was slwoys d

. good shooter.

Molissa Marzol!
Plymouth Canton

Andrea Pruett
Plymouth Satem

Nkech] Okwumabua
Plymouth Canton

Wheo she got the ball
inside she was committed to sconng.
Poglits, wha committed to toyola
Chicago 10 play volicyball, carries a 3.9
arwe point average.
Foumter, 58 Sr., North Farm-
In(lon. The Raiders were one of the
atep’s most improved teams this yoar.
Fournier was one of the reasons why.
“Hor senlor feadership on the floor was
tremendous,” North Farmington coach
tinda Perkins said. “She was always in
the right place on offense and defense.”
Fournler wos 8 varsity playor for four

Sarah Poglits
Livonia Ladywood

Kellee Foumnier
North Farmington

years tor the Reiders.

AU shooling guard this season, she
averaged in double tigures while connect:
ing en 34 percent of her three- pmnl
Btiempts,

Fournier also veraged better than wd
steals por game and nearly four
rebounds.

“1 think she played the best she nos
ever played this season,” Perkins sald.

“She‘s been a tremendous player to
coach.

“Every year she developed more coun

scnse. She had o great senior season.” &

for under $200.

less than $200 )

Rich did.

-1- SOLD' club.

Rich was up in the attic the other day and saw his old bowling gear. He'd
like to sell it along with his wife's Vaughn Monroe record collection and a
couple of other things, but doesn’t want to spend a lot on an ad. Who does?

Our 3-2-1—SOLD! offer is just what you need when you have things to sell

Here's how it works:
1. You get 3 lines to describe your item (remember, you have to be asking

2. You get to run your ad for 2 days (one week)
3. You get 1 low price—ijust $19.26. That's only $3.21 per line!

You could say our 3-2-1 plan is as easy as 1-2-3}
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