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On the com-
.puter screen of
your mind, what
icons appeanr
§ when you think

“of the holidays?

OK, it's a load-
ed question, (I'm
even assuming
that you're run-
ning Windows in
your hend - il
Bill Gates hasn't
gotton hold of

your synapacs
yet...) But on tonight's Backstage
Poss at 9:30 p.m. on Detroit Pub-
lic Television, we'll sec how a
group of ortists tackled the per-
ceptions of haliday season,

A well-known annual even,
donations and purchases from
the Detroit Artiats Market's
{DAM) Holiday Exhibition help
support the gallery's exhibition
and educational programs, as
well as genorate revenue for par-
ticipating artists. But title of this
year's event, “Un-Defining ... the
Holidays,” implied a twist. So we
put our erack Backatage Fass pop
culture correspondent Lex
Kuhne of the case.

Sure enough, Lex reports that
the DAM has put a new layer
atop an old favorite. “Un-Defin-
ing ... the Holidoys" is really two
exhibita: The first is what
they've done for 36 years, which
is to present wonderful works of
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local art for sale as gilts during
the holiday season.

“The sccond exhibit puts the
whole concept of gift-giving into
pop-cultural context. Students
from Wayne State, the Center for
Creative Studies, and other
schools provide their unique tako
on the holidays — through their
generational filter.”

Think about the generation of
young artists in question. It's a
unique group. Due to social
changes, they havo been the firat
generation of children not just
raised with television, but raised
by television. And while the
same may be true of childron
who followed, the impact of
mushrooming media options -
zillion-channel cable sorvors,
satellito TV, video gnmes (other
than Pong), the Intomnet, et al —
attenuated any sense of shared
soasonal experience with the
medivm: Kids today can pop in a
VHS copy of “A Charlie Brown
Christmas” any time thoy want,
B0 it's no longer an anticipated
annual event that generates
excited playground discussion.

*From these installations it's
clear that these students’
impression of the holiday pretty
much exclusively has come
through the media images
they've seen growing up,” Lex
soys. “So you have multimedia
displays of Christmas themes,

TV special features

including @ Santa Claus taking a
nap over four monitors, tape
loops of choice moments from
classic Christmas shows we grew
up with, and remarkable murals,
including one of Santa with DJ
headphones and a gold tooth,
Norman Rockwell, it's not.”

Speaking of traditions, our
Backstage Pass film correspon-
dent, Elliot Wilhelm of the
Detroit Film Theatre at the
Detroit Institute of Arts, will
give us the scoop on hia venue's
latest offering, Spike & Miko'a
Festival of Animation. Saya
Elliot, “Spike & Miko's began in
1977, so.this is ita 20th anniver-
sary, with 15 ghort films of ani-
mation this year. Some are Oscar
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winners and nominces, and most
have appeared at festivals all
over the world. Spike & Mike's is
the foremost touring package of
ghort nnimated filma, The pro-
gram is extremely popular here,
a8 it is everywhere.”

But why a festivat of animnted
shorta? “You have to put anima-
tion into context. There used to
be an expectation asaociated
with arthouse or experimental
exHibition. When 1 wos running
the Wayne State Cinema Guild
in 1966, audiences oxpected
some shorta — experimental ani-
mated films from the world over
- and we always ran two or three
af them priar ta the feature.
That’s changed. In foct, audi-

o

ences have become quite resis-
tant. It's just tho way exhibition
has gone. But there’s still an
cnarmous audience for nnima-
tion. What's become increasingly
popular Iately is to put short ani-
mation from around the world
together for a festival. In that
context, thess short films are
more popular than ever.

“It's a fabulously expreasive
medium. The great thing about
animation ia that you can show
almonat anything that you can
imogine, Now that's a part of fen-
ture film a& well, The lines really
have blurred between live action
and animution. Many fenture
films have a sort of invisible ani-
mation in them, When computer
nnimation started people said it

wasn't really drawing, so it
n't renlly animation, and it w
n't true ut ail. It's just anothe
tool. It's niways a kind of revalu
tionary process.” Tonight, Eliot.
will give us a peck at the next, |
revolution in nrt onimution for |
film. .

Also on the show, Gary Graff
will host pop quartet Dog's Eye
View in the Detroit Public Tele;
vision studio, and lecal favorit
and internationally accluin
flautist Alexander Zonjic will
ug in the holiday apirit with v.
ations on “Greensleeves.” That's
all on Backstage Fass, tonight at, |
9:30 (repeated at 1:30 a.m.) ou.
Detroit Public Television, Chan-..
nel 56. P
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WDIV-TV is celebrating the polar bear. . scrambled eggs &
gpirit of the holidays with a ape- “The Seccret of the Box”" fea- dmne’/ 8”95, room, bmak’?s pork sausage
cial Walk on the Wild Side pro-  tures sight favorite Chenilly dancing to Bugs Bedow's . served ot 2 am.
gram featuring the Chenille Sis-  songs including “Out of Africa,” ity.
ters and local actors. and “Polar Bear Stomp.” A ninth I Band, ‘atx an %;‘1%9 00.

“The Chenille Sisters and the song was composed for the spe- room is no\ rEqL!' badadd Reservations Accepted for
Secret of the Box™ airs 8 p.m. cial. Portions of the speciol were For reservations Ca“ EARLY W YEAR'S EVE DINNER
Monday, Dec. 22 and at noon on  taped at the Detroit Zoo and on a (248) 644-1400 NE!

Thuraday, Dec. 26. specially-created sct ot WDIV. . . from 5 p.m. - Out by 9 p.m.

The story transports the Che-
nille sisters and a cast of local
actors including Jackic Marns of
Canton a8 Uncle Avarice, Marlee
Green, 9 of Birmingham and
Nathan Keen, 9 of Beverly Hills,
all over the world in seurch of
the true meaning of the holiday
season,

From the Detroit Zoo to an
Alrican jungle where the story
characters meet eclephants,
zebras and lions; to the frozen
Arctic for an encounter with a

Walk on the Wild Side is
WDIV's yeur-long project with
the Detroit Zon. The project hns
included a series of prime time
specials, news stories and
vignettes which have encouraged
the public to explore and enjoy
the natural resources around us.

The story was conceived and
written by Rose Morand, in col-
Inboration with the Chenille Sis-
ters — Cheryl Dawdy, Connie
Huber and Grace Morand.
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