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OU joins consortium
to save health costs

“Public universities in Michi-
ran are coming together to look
fur alternatives to curb excessive
increases in tho cost of health
care benefit plans and services

Hence, the Michi Uni

mation and opportunitics to
limit the negative effects of
health care cost increases.

“MUCH will participate with

tics  Coalition on Health

(MUCH), a value-based purchas.

ing coalition, was formed in an

effort to bring down the costs

agsociated with health care
wirhich limit the ability to contain
mmon cost increases.

: Oakland University has joined
-lhm state-wide initiative, along
:wllh 12 other public universities
s in Michigan.
i Diana Decker has been elected
i to the Board of the Michigan
wUniversities Coalition on Health,
qnd Nancy Vander Werff has
ben designated as the alterna-
%v?l representative from Oak-

nd.

#=“The mission of the new coali-
f tion is te improve the value of
health care benefit plans and
scrvices through better quality
and lawer costs for the Michigan
public universities, their employ-
“ces, students, retirces, and
+ dependents,” Decker said.
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52, There has been significant sta-
lization of health care costs in
a-r:.ccm, years, but health care
T"¢bsts arc unce ungain continuing
to increase faster than the
national economy, nccording to a
university press release.

e

~The formation of the health
purchuslng coalition will give
3 OU access to networks of infor-

10 local coulitions already estab-
lished in Michigan a8 woll as
many more that participate in
the National Business Coalition
on Health,” Decker said.

“These coalitions have already
been involved with producing
health care bench marking stud-
ics that analyze health care
access, quality and cost, and
some members of the new coali-
tion are already participating in
local coalition activities with
remarkable resulta,”

The public universitics have
already had preliminary meet-
inge with Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Michigan to begin map-
ping strategics with the domi-
nant health insurance company
in Michigan.

Coalition members will also be
working with health insurance
plans, hospitals, physicians and
other providers of care to
improve access, cost nnd quality
at the local level.

‘Thesc universities represent
one of the largest employer
groups in Michigan. As a coali-
tion, these 13 universities expect
to play an important role in
bringing about market-driven
health care reform by holding
the health care delivery system
accountable for the value of
health care in communities
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throughout Michigan.
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OCC develops 5-year
learning growth plan

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFP WRITER

From the ground up.

Or, more precisely, from the
student up.

That's how Oakland Commu-
nity College will put together its
learning technology program
over the next five yeara.

“Last time around, we were a
budget-driven institution. Now
we're a planning institution,
We'll start with the student,”
said OCC Chancellor Richard 7T,
Thompson os the board on Dee.
15 approved, 6-1, a professional
services ngrecment.

“Tonight we're talking about
intellectual services,” the chan-
cellor anid of the $8.7 million
(tops) deal with SCT Software &
Resource Management Corp. of
Malvern, Pa.

“Over five years, we'll pur-
chose a software system, a hard
drive and PCs (personal comput-
ers),” Thompson said. He eati-
mated OCC will need to spend
$8 million to $10 million a year
out of its $120 million budgot to
keep “technologically alive.”

future skills will be reguired,
according to the contract outline,
Ruth Grass, a counseler who
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Qakiand Digest provides a
summary of headline stories from
around the county during the
weck leading up to Dec. 18.

The youngater and his family
need emotional and financial
support, according to Laura 7
Schlicht, whese sou Robert is one

chairs the OCC Acad

ate, said that group end d
the college’s progress so far and
is “looking forward” to the new
programs,

Thompson said it was better to
hire SCT for a five-year consult-
ing job than to add staff who, at
the end, “wouldn’t fit into the
aystem.” The contract calla for
aix full-timeo top SCT people on
OCC'a five campuses and central
office.

“I find this expensive for con-
sulting,” aaid board chair Judith
Wiger of West Bloomfield, She
caleulated fees that amounted to
$100,000 ennual salaries for
eight months work.

T with the principle, but
I don't like the five-year plan,
and I don't like the fees. I could-
n't get the information I want-
ed,” she gaid as she cast the lone
dissenting vote.

Attorney Kathryn Ossian, of
the college's law firm of Miller
Cnnﬁold said the was

thua far declined to comment.

CLARKSTON
Zoning variance approved:
Tho Clarkston Zoning board of
Appeals has approved a use-vari-
ance permit to allaw a four-unit
condominium project to be built,
on Main Street. Some officials
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BLOOMFIELD HILLS of Garik's friends. B
Crowley’'s tenant undecided: ~ ROCHESTER HiLLS -
Rumars abound about o possible  Residents might prefer
tenant for the vacant Crowley’s Rochester: Homeowners in thy
building on Old Woodward Skmoy Creek Historic District of
Avenue. Sevcral bj have hestor Hills have

Sen- | been d, but o state lawmakers about the possi-

) for the devel has  bility of being annoxed to the .+

City of Rochester. Among other.
concerns, regidents say the 40 -
mils per hour speed limit along
Tienken Road is too fast fora ,,
residential aren, State law doed:

n't seem to offer much hope.
SOUTHR

ELD
Mont(omary Ward clollng: "
at the Northland Cen-

are
allowing condos on property
zoned for single family residence
— will set a precedent for future
developers.

FARMINGTON HILLS

Sting nabs nine: Using a 17-
year-old decoy, police checked 54
establishments with Class C
liquor licenses for illegal sales.
Nino offenders were tickel

with the violations referred to
the Michigan Liquor Control
Commission. The sting is an

ter expremed confidenco thoy
can find a new tenant for the ..
Montgomery Ward store that
will be vacant next year. The 3«
year-old store, with 125,200 .«
aquare feet, ig being closed a8 «
part of the parent company’s &
nationwide restructuring.
TROY :
Bank suspect arrested: A pre-
liminary examination for a 46-
yoar-old Troy man charged
th- robbery ofa B!oomﬁald :
p bank was d

annual event to curb und;
drinking, according to poli co
chief William Dwyer.

prevent litigation. *1

LAXE ORION
GM ab t ding: Orion

'Thnln an industry
5 to 8 pereent uf hudgvt. he
anid.

The SCT pact is for advice
only — teaching faculty, build-
ing plans to revamp the curricu-
lum, setting up a “student tech-
nology nssistant support pro-
gram,” designing solutions and
soon,

Student needs will come first;
then faculty; then staff and
administration.

A major job for SCT will be to
agsess the current skill of the
college staff and analyze what

have litigated computer con-
tracts,” she said.

Osgian snid that if the agree-
ment yields new developments,
they will be jointly owned by
SCT and OCC, and the college
may recoup its development
costa,

‘The contract may be terminat-
ed during the first three years,
but the college would have to
pay the total three-year cost of
$6.7 million. Wiser noted, how-
ever, that OCC would have paid
the biggest bulk of the cost by
that point.

Te hip officials have post-
poned a decision on a tax abate-
ment for a $140 million of the
General Motors Assembly plant
until its Feb. 17

for Dec. 23 in 48th District
Court. The man, Michae]
Witoszynski, is nccuacd in the °
Dee. 10 robbery. The heiat waa'
foiled when an explosive dye !
device hidden in the stolen - *
money went off after in his cnr.,
WEST BLOOMFIELD i
itls A sults pending: An

Trustee JoAnn Van Tassel said
new jobs are an important con-
sideration.

OXFORD
Community rallies to belp
Area

Oakland County circuit judge
has ordered that any victims otl
last fall's Hepatitis A eutbxvuk-
can join in the suit pending in *
his court against the Stage & Co.
deli, identified as the source of ,

munu:nng resources to help
Garik Martinez Bowker, the 6-
year-ald Oxford Elementary
Schoal student hospitalized after
being stuck by a pick-up truck
Wednesday on M-24 at Lincoln.

the infection that afft more
than 40 people. In the meantime,
the deli’'s owner, Steven Gold- |
berg, said business is fine.

— Compiled by staff writer Pat
Murphy
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Donate your motorized
vehicle directly to the

‘ Society of
S G ST. VINCERT DEPAUL

Free Towing
*Any Condition Accepted
*Donation Is Tax Deductible
‘We help 1,000's of peaple through job
placement, food depots and children’s campa.

1-(313) 972-3100
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AREA'S LARGEST SELECTION
oF CiIGAR HUMIDORS - Now

25% Orr/?

)7 Christmas Light Display

it Pamindg’s Faees

@I(v.cmbur 21- @ccumbcr 31

. Open Every Night 6-10

93

(pxmrlmuu n festive drive-through light display with new anlmated
b light sets, Come indoors for netivities suel s the Celebention of Trees, n
Winter Wonderland witl n minlature electric traim a "Christnis Around
the World™ Creche Exhibit, n Clidstmas Gift Store, nnd many beautifol
und exelting decomtions. All proceeds will benefit children and clinsities
in Southcnstern Michigan thls Holiday sensan. So. please joln us ol
pru-luu:g the gife of giving,

FOR OVER 40 YEARS, HUMIDOR ONE HAS FEATURED
ITHE FINEST PREMIUM QUALITY NAME BRAND CIGARS!

Michigan’s Most Complete Tobacconist.
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Spirit of Chirtaimas « 24 Frank Elogd Wright Drive » RO, Box 222 ¢
Aan Arbor, MIHBI06 » LMD
Lercated wast of 19623, exte Plymosch Road
Spariz of Christmas (s a non-prafit S0{e)Y engiization © wwwapintufehristnzsont
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Santa Fe Specia! freight train et

Buﬂl o u\em&ged mndudmlhmorul.kmeb, the S.xnu R Spedial freight set
with

pul smoke, In)dn' wﬂh alr wR.Lulc Santa Fe rolling uuck-{ndudln; an
animated Jog car, re-eight
. olmmmmmwwnxlmudmms mmdmm‘mm
: 1t's a terrific way to get nto Lionel rallroading—and {t's a grest value, tool

Major Event Sponsor:
Barton Malow RudolplyLibbe, inc.
Dombizo's fizx, Ine.Sumd-ly Power

Progressive Tool and Industricy

Santos® Watch
16K 0okt ana steel.
Water-souiont 10,30 malea.
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TRAINS, HOBBIES & COLLECTIBLES

19166 Merriman (at 7 Mile) ® Livonia, MJ 481562 4 Ln|xn?|';:rl:sl::;n(‘.“:oifdg¥§nbl
. g o
{248} 477-0850 » Fax {248) 477-0770 JEWELLERS / GEMOLOGISTS $44,000, U5, Only one avaifable. ~Tickets to Hawaii in Pocker”

Acrrss Coclidgs froes The Sroverret Colintion
3001 West Big Beaver Road « Troy, ME4B0A4 « (248) 6491122 « 800-SCHUBOT
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Contact Paul R Twigg ar: Lazare's 313.961-4731
493 Quelictts Ave. Windsor, Ontari
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50 open Sun. 12-5 until Christmas
‘Whide supplies st @ Offor expires 12.24-97
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