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‘Birds of Detroit’ could be
the perfect stocking stuffer

Birds of Detroit

By Chris C. Fisher and Allen T.
Chartier

(Lone Pine Publishing, $9.95)

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
BTAFF WRITER

This handsome, informative
guide arrivea just in time for
stocking stuffing.

For the avid birdwatcher or
the young would-be birdwatcher,
alike, this is o treasure — a book
the zeroes in on our own back-
ynrds and parks.

‘This book is the Intest in a
serics of books from Lone Pine
focusing on identifying the birds
in n particular location. Detroit-
arca resident and birder Allen T.
Chartier and wildlife iali

Chris C. Fisher describe 126
apecies of birds that that can be
found in the Detroit area, at
least part of each year,

For the uninitiated, bird
watching hos become one of the
most popular hobbies in the
country. But you might imagine
that the Detroit arca wouldn't be
prime birding country — oh, sure
lots of sparrows and pigeons, a
few nasty crows and a robin now
and then. Well, this book is out
to prove how wrong those
notions are. Detroit's Great
Lakes location and variety of ter-
rain make a auitable home for a
variety of birds, bath those who
stay around awhile and those
who use Detroit as a handy rest-
ing spot on their way to some-
place else.

The quality paperback is
superbly designed by Carol
Dragich for attractivencss and
quick field reference. The color
|llusm\l|un~| by Gary Roaa. ‘I‘ed

ond Ewa
are vivid A\nd f‘ncly dclmled

rendering the subtle differences
batween some species with preci-
faion.

The publishers provide birders
with several visual aids. At the
top of each page is a symbol
showing where the bird featured
would be found. At the bottom of
the page is a simple but uscful
chart showing when the birds
are most common in the Detroit
oren (defined as Wayne, Oak-
land and Macomb countics} and
a “Quick ID" summary of fea-
tures. A map at the beginning
shows the location of parks thot
are prime birding areas.

The authors’ descriptions of
the birds’ features and habits
are clear and simple, straight
English rather than scientific.
‘The authors use some human
analogies, but o note at the front
warns about overstating any
bird’s “humanlike™ habits. The
authors are also careful to
describe how they have orga-
nized their book for easy compar-

ison.

Eoch description includes a
reference to someplace in the
metro arcn where the bird
described is most likely to be
found und under what circum-
atances. And the variety of birds
is nstounding. .

The publishers have passed
along a few tidbits of birdlore for
Detroit-nrea residents:

W In early November, north-
weat winds over the Detroit area
wsometimes bring a local Golden
Eagle migration.

B The winter months are n
good time to find swana offshore
at Belle Isle. Because Loke St.
Clair and the Detroit River do
not always freeze over entirely,
they often attract a wide variety
of seabirds and waterfowl.

W The lakeshores and river
valleys around the Detroit arca
act as natural pathways, funnel-
ing birds along their north-south
migration routes.

M With the dirappearance of
southern Michigan's second
growth forests, the state parks,
game areas and other public
londs sround Detroit have come
to plny an essential role in pre-
serving biodiversity.

B According to a survey in
Fortunc magazine, more Ameri-
cans prefer birding over golf
when asked how they unwind on
vacation.

The book also includes some
interesting information for
novice birders, a gloasary, refer-
ences, a checklist and indexes of
names {(common and scientific).

This is the perfect book te
introduce children to bird watch-
ing. Toke them out to o park and
see how many beautiful birds
you find.

Foreign policy expert looks
at danger of rogue regimes

Roguo Regimes
By Raymond Tanter
St. Martin's Press, 1997, $29.95

The demise of
the Soviet Union
did not leave a
political vacuum
for long. It was
soon filled with
an cclectic mix
of third-world
nations that had
been  flexing
their muscles for
some time.

Belligerent
and ambitious, they now seek to
confront the world and the sole
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r Auperpower on their
own terms. Characterized by
sponeorship of terrariat activi-
tica, cagerness to acquire
weapons of mass deatruction and
posaeasion of large-scale conven-
tional forces, their threaot,
though sometimes nmbiguous,
connot be ignored.

University of Michigan profes-
sor of political seience and for-
mer senior staff member of the
National Security Council Roy-
mond Tanter addressea the insue
of outlaw nations in his recent
publication entitled “Rogue
Regimes.” Included in his dis-
cussion arc Iran, Iraq, Libys,
8yria, Cubn and North Korca.
What do the loaders of these
regimes hope to nccomplish, he
asks. How accurate is America’s
perception of the problem each
one poses? And how appropriate
ia our renponse?

A caoe in point is Iraq. The
United States regards its charis-
matic ruler, Snddam Husacin, as
an opportunistic aggressor,
desirous of controlling the
mideast oil rupply and becoming

leader of the ‘Arab world. Our
current policy toward Iraq is one
of containment, writes Tanter,
which means applying economic
sapctions and supervising its
weapons supply.

But as Tanter points out, some
analysts suggest that “nced
rather than greed” motivates
Saddam Hussein. Proponents of
what is commonly called the
Europenn schoo! of thought, they
nccusce the United States of
wanting not rehabilitation but
simply retribution, a dangerous
course of action that will rein-
force Ircq's separationiat tenden-
cies, Thus, Hussein has nothing
to lose by defiance and nothing
to gain by compliance. Accord-
ing to this view, not until we
embrace Iraq with propor cco-
nomic and political incentives
will it modify its behavior.

The latter policy was, in fact,
ondopted by our government in
the 19808, when Washington
sought to accommodate Irag as a
means of eountnring the new
dangers coming from Iran. Yet
the current facts indicate that
containment is appropriate,
writes Tanter, while pointing out
that even during the carly
19803, he was part of & minority
that “perceived Baghdad to bo a
threat to Iaraol and a competi-
tion to Egypt” as well as “a
threat to the United Statea
becnuse it was engaged in inter-

national terrorism and prolifera--

tion of wenpons of mass destruc-
tion.”

Tha perception of threat and
how to respond is also an issue
in our denlings with Cuba.
Should we grant assistance to ita
impoverished people or apply
cconomic sanctions? Whereas
ideological concerns clearly over-
ride business intercsts with

BOOK HAPPENINGS

regard to countries Jike Iran and
Iraq, the United Statex embargo
of Cubn justifinbly frustrates
those enger to invest in Ameri-
ca's rogue neighbor to the south.

What must be considered, the
author maintains, is whether
Cuba is still a threat to our
national security. Perhaps our
policy of contninment simply
plays into Castro’s hands, where-
by he uses it to invoke cergen-
cy measures and thereby main-
tains power. Ironically, trade
restrictions may actually enable
“Castro to deny political libertien
to his potential challengers and
h;xmnn rights to the Cuban peo-
ple.

An insider during the Rengan
and Bush ycars, Dr. Tanter
tokes us behind the scencs, to
foreign policy bricfings and
meetings with top-level decision-
makers, His analyses of current
hostilitics are followed by sce-
narios of possible future activi-
ties, including Libya's consatruc-
tion of & chemical weapons facto-
vy, North Korca’s internal col-
lapse, and o limited war between
Syria and lIsrael over the Golan
Heighta,

Professor Tanter's “Roguc
Regimes” provides an insightful
look into the tight-rope balanc-
ing act that makes up our for-
cign policy. It will fascinate and
instruct the reader who is con-
cerned with international
aflfairs,

“Rogue Regimes” is available
at Borders,

Esther Littmann is a resident
of Bloomficld Township. She is
a private tutor with Una
Duworkin and Associates. You
can leave her a message from a
touch-tone phone at (313) 953-
2047, maitbox number 1893, Her
fax number is (248) 644-1314.

Book Happenings features vari-
ous happenings at suburban
bookstores, Send ncws leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eceentric Newspapers, Ine.,
36251 Schovleraft, Livonia, MI
48150, ar fax them to (313) 591
7279.

BORDERS
(BIRMINGHAR, WOODWARD)

I

Lisa Hunter performs 1 p.m.
Sundoy, Dec. 21; Or. Alice
Lenaghan perfarms on fute 7
9.m. Tuesday, Doc, 23; hollday
sing-afong 1 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 24; Ya Tafarl CD release
party 11 asn. Soturday, Dec. 27;
Kwanzaa cefebration 11 o.m.
Saturday, De¢. 27 at the store
34300 Woodward, Birminghom
(248)203 0005,

BORDERS (ROCHESTER HILLS)
Tom Plunkard performs magic 11
o.m. Saturday, Dec. 17 ot the
store 1122 Rochester Road,
Rochester Mills (248)852.0558.

SOUTHFIELD LIBRARY
Michael Shicls signs his now
£ook on WJR rodlo legend J.P,
McCarthy {roschedufed from fast
weok) 7 p.m. Monday, Dee, 22 ot
thea library, 26000 Evergreen,



