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Top Retumer: Liz Fitzgerald, a sophomore, is one of

Canton’s top gymnasts this season.

WLAA GYMHASTICS PREVIEW

BY C.J. RISAK
8PORTS EDITOR

_If you're looking for a super-
star to lead Piymouth Canton in
its pursuit of o state champi-
onship in gymnastics, don't
bother, Thore ian't one.

That doesn't mean the Chiefs
won't make a run. Few of their
compatitors will make tho mis-
take of counting Canton out of
the race before it begins — not
after lust scason.

For those with faded memo-
ries, the Chiefs wero not expect-
ed to do much after Katey Gilles,
a senior in '96 who had won a
state individual championship in
the all-around two years earlier,
decided to quit the sport.

And they weren't. Canton fine
inhed seventh out of cight tenms
ot the Western Lakes Activitics
Association finals and won juat
twa dual meots.

Then at the regionals, the
Chiefs blossomed; they tied
Westland John Glenn for third
and advanced to the state finals,

It was a testamont to both
Canton's style ond coach John
Cunningham's coaching. More of
the snme can be expected this
aenson, minus ono important
factor: The Chiefs won't be over-
loaked.

And with gaod reanson. On
Thursday, they competed
against Ann Arbor Pioneer, Ply-
mouth Salem and Ann Arbor
Huron. Canton won all three
duals, scoring 132.85 — not far
off ita state-qualifying score of
last year (133.076).

“I'm very pleased with where
we are right now," said Cun-
ninghom, his team now 4-1 in
dunls — doubling the number of
wins it had all of last season. "It
was n decent scare, yeah, Tech-
nically we didn't have that great
ameet.

*“(Uneven paralle!) Bars and

New coach guides Salem

BY CJ, RISAR
BPORTS EDITOR

If only they allowed player-coaches in high
school gymnastics, like they do in pro aporta.

Melissa Hopson, the new coach at Plymouth
Salem, is bound to hear such asuggestions for the
rest of this season — and maybe next season, too.
Aftor nll, she's just 20-years-old.

Heck, some of the present Rocks competed with
her when she was an ail-atate all-arounder for the
Rocks (threo years ago).

But anyone underestimating her conching abili-
ties, believing Hopson hasn't the or

“Pm impressed with that score,” said Hopson. “I
just wanted the girls to see what they could do.
Now we've got 2 1/2 weeks to add some new skills
and clean up our current skills, things like that.”

One thing that haa impressed Hopson about her
team is its camaraderie. “They’re really strong
pulling for each other,” she noted.

Despite the losses, tho team has some positives.
Two veterans Hopson will be counting on are
junior all-aroundoers Lindsay Hawraney, who
placed fourth in the quad meet with a 31.85, and
Janine Schmedding, who scored 30.85 in the qund

maturity to handle the poaition, is malung a mis-
take.

For one, Hopson has extensive coaching experi-
enco at the club level. And she's served as an assis-
tant coach at Salem under Pam Yockey for the
past two seasons.

“1 like it,” Hopaon, a junior at Eastern Michigan
who'a her lor's dej in Yy

finished 13th in the Division II all-
around at luc season’s stata regional. Another all-
arounder who should bs a big scorer for the Rocka
is Allison Bracht, a sophomore who took 14th at
the state regional in Division I last senson.
Those three, combined with senior Beth Stein-
helper — who scored 8,565 on the floor cxorcise at
the quad — newcomer Mahshid Pirzadeh, a junior

education, said of her new position. “It’s di
Yeah, I can do that (demonatrate a skill personal-

y).

“But just taking what I learned with the team
for four years and teaching it to others — that's
what I enjoy.”

Hopson learned a lot during her time as a varsi-
ty member of the Rocks. Conaistently a top-10 fin-
isher ot state meet in the all-around, she waa
instrumental in Salem’s state championship run in
1993. As a senior, she tied for fifth individually in
the all-around; the Rocks finished third as a team
that season.

Indeed, Salem was a wp-ﬁvo finisher in all four
of Hopson's years on the te

Can ahe guide the presen! R-ocka to such a lovel?
Perhaps — but probably not thia year. The team
graduated its threo top scorers from last year:
Kristin Kosik, Kristin Los and Brooke Kilby. All
three finished in the top 30 in the all-around at
1ast yoar's Western Lakes Activities Association
finals; Kosik took second.

So Hopson must rebuild. It's isn't n task she's
shrinking from.

“We've got a good team,” she said after Salem
finished third out of four teams in o quad meot the
Rocks hosted lnst Thureday. Plymouth Cantan was
first (132.66) and Ann Arbor Pioneor took mecond
(123.36); Salem scored 118.90.

fe Dearb Edsel Ford, and seniors

Emily Gaubutz and Kate DeRoche, make up the

nucleus of tha team.
Gaub D

adi

he and Sch are the

teams co-captains,

How much that first meet revealed is difficult for
Hopson to say. “They all bave things to work on,”
she said. “Lindsay and Allison have a lot of talent
and will do well.

“But we have a lot of girls with a lot of talent.
‘What we have is a lot of girla who don’t have much
(high school) cxperience. So we havo a team that
will grow.”

Could this Salem team be the Canton team of a
year ago? The Chiefs won just two dual meets and
finished soventh out of eight teams at the WLAA
meet, then tied for third at tho state regionals to
qualify for the state meet.

“It'a all in their determination,” Hopson said.
“How determined thoy are to succeed. I think thia
team can compete with every team out therdo. It's
just a matter of pulling (ngtﬁmr aa one, to get us
there.

*“(Uneven parallel) Bars and (balance} beam arc
two events that we're really going to have to work
on. But it'll come. We'll do finc.”

Certainly Hopson knows what 008 | into making
o state ch ion, from p

THE WEEK AHEAD

BOYS RASKETRALL
Menday, Ouc. 32

Hing at Bishop Borgoss, 7:30 pm.
Fricey, Dec. 2%

(Rivar Rowpe Teumament)
Redtord CC v, DePorres, 8 p.m.
River Rouge vs., Ecorss, 7:30 p.m.
Baturdey, Dec. 27
Rougo Tournament, 8 & 7:30 p.m.

Salem st Groasa lle Tourney, 7:
MEN'D COLLEGR BASXETRALL
Boturday, Doc. 37
. Madonns at Finctey (Ohlo), 8 & 8 p.m.

iSchoolcraft Hotiday Cleasic}
Owans Yech ve. Durham (Ont.), 8 p.m.
S'cret va. Geongd Brown, 7 p.m,
Gunday, Dec. 29
Schooicrat Holiasy Classic, 38 T p.m,
Medonna et Findiay (Ohio), 1 & 3 p.m,
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETAALL

‘ L

Laksland CC ve, Windsor, 1 pm.
S'crant vs. Geocge Brown, 3 p.m.
Sundey, Dec. 20
S'craft Holiday Classic, 1 & Sp.an.
PREP HOCKRY

Saturday, Dec. 27
RU at U-D Jesuit Touney, 5:30 p.m.
Sundey, Dec., 20
UD esuit Toumey, TBA.
ONTARIO HOCKEY 18AGLE

, Dos, 27
Ply. Whalers et Windsor, 2 p.m.
cins -
Monday, Dec. 22
Ply. Chyintian at Grester Life, S p.m.
Eaturday, Dez. 37
You Uncoln Toumey, TDA.
UM Dewbom Toumey, TOA.
THA — tirma 10 be BnoUNTad.

{belance) beamr weren't that
good. The scores wo got don't
reflect haw good we really are,

*On vault, we maxed out on
our score. We haven't done our
best stufl on vault yet. That's
about ay good a acore us wo
could get.

“And I was very pleased with
our floor {exercise). It was good,
clean and well-prepared. I liked
the routines and I liked the per-
formances.”

All in all, it means Canton
ahcad of where Cunningham
expected them to be at this point
in the scason.

Only one key member of last
senson’s tenm was lost: Beth
Muylaert. Leading the returnecs
arp senivrs Nicole Vaagenes,
Natalie Wood and Holly Gra-
ham; juniors Marcie Emerick
and Michelle Farnsworth; and
sophomoroe Liz Fitzgerald.

Emerick tied for third in the
all-around at last year's state
regionals, while Fitzgerald took
fifth. Most of the others con-
tributed as well, with Vaagenes
finishing eighth in bars at the

state moet.

‘What it means ia Canton, with
a total of 31 athlotes on. tho
team, is in position for & strong
run to the state tournament.

But first thinga first, and first
there's the WLAA season to con-
tend with. That won't be easy;
the conferonco is certainly the
toughest in the state in gymnas-
tics, with at least eix of the eight
toams contondors to reach the
state meet.

The Chiefs are one of those
teama, and not juat because
Cunmnghnm has Bo many
impressive roturnees. It helps to
have newcomera like Amy
Driscoll and Kristen Shilk, both
freshmen.

*They'rs really prepped to
como onto my team and con-
tribute,” the Canton coach said.
“They have tremendous atti-
tudes.

“It giveas me a typical Canton
team. Other than Katey Gilles,
we have always been a very con-
eistont team — no oupern‘nrn,
but very good performers.”

Will that be good enough to

sk

Canton solid despite lack of star

take the Chiefa to the next level?”
“Tho first part of the year we'll
find out,” sald Cunningham.
“We start with a meatgrinder
type of schedule.”

Canton's already competod
against Freoland and Pioneor,
both talented onough to compets
at the state meot. Hartland
(Jan. 7) and four-time state
chompion Holland (Jan. 17} aro
coming up quickly.

“Bocause we have Hartland:
and Northville(-Novi) in our
league, we have a tough road to
hoe,” naid Cunninghnm “Right'
now, I'd say we'ro No. 3 or-4,-
behind Brighton. But we'll seo
what hup'pem

His team's current level of
ability isn’t the only thing thli
lmpruues Cunningham, “This’
early in the season, it's surpris-
ing to see how well they get
along together,” he said. “It's
Dac., 18 and we don't normally
seo this in our team until Feb.
18, when we're really confldent
in what we're doing.”

'GREAT SAVINGS?®

BRAND NEW STEEL RADIALSI .

RADIAL
ALL SEASON

DISCOUNT. TIRE CO. .

PERFORMANCE

RADIALS

P156/80R-13

P1658/80R-13
P175/80R-13
P185/8OR-13

178/70R-13

P188/76R-14
P185/75R-14
P205/75R-14

ALLSEASON

R.V.

TRUCK VAN &

P208/76R-18
P2IB/TER-1S
P225/76R-15
P235/T6R18

ALL SEASON.

DISCOUNT TIRE CO.

TAYCLOR - J74-8888
27048 Bty A9 | e wes1 4 173)

PARMINGYON MILLE + 7377012
30720W 12 Mas R (E of Ochnio Loaa B3 |

4301 Hotlena e (E o Poreac Lina A3}
TROY « 488-2001

3430 Hoxtarsiss R (Horth of 18 M G )
STERLING HRIGHTS « 9289700
40823 Van ['ae A (Corras of 18 bota R |
Navi + 347.1801

4290 G225 Nt Ave (€ 62 bom N |

1

CLINTOM - 7801800
20633 Grarct Ave (B 14 4 13 e Re' |

HEW RALTIMORE + $48-0280
a1 10 8 1ot ) B
CEMTERLINE - 810

O
LIVOMIA + 8164310

10373 MAOBebe 12 Dickka Souan OF 7 Mda)
PORT HUNOM + 33034 A +

i | AL SOIUOH DG ON YR TS

OUHQ&.OOOMLEWAWNTV

MXV4 o0 css

ViR |

CANTON + $81.4800
49350 FORO N (2 BLOCKS Went 0242751
SOUTHOATE « 2850220

13540 Eurgra 1Acrom wom Souegeta Snoppng Ceover|
YPBILANTL « 4836401

Ahchgan
K. ANN ARBOR + 871.3400

(810} 3889040




