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COMMUNITY

MESSENGER

Communlty Mesasnger featurcs
spiritual announcements from
Qakland County religious institu-
tions. Ten days before the
desired publication date, please
write: Community Messanger,
c/o0 Bellefs & Values Editor,
Ovserver & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, 805 E. Maple, Birming-
ham, M1 48009. Our fax number
i5(810) 644-1314.

INFORMAL SERVICE

Temple Shir Shalom, 3999 Wal-
nut Lake Road, West Bloom-
ficld, is holding a come-as-you-
are service at 6:30 p.m, on Fri-
day, Dec, 26, Temple Shir
Shalom Shabbat Camp will be
held during the service for chil-
drgn ages 3 to 8. Children under
3 ure welcome with a parent,
Children over 8 are welcome ot
the service. For information, call

(248) 737-8700.

LIVING HATIVITY

Evanswood Church of God, 2601
E. Squnre Lake, between Joha R
and Dequindre, Troy, is offering
& full slate of Advent activitivs
overy Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m. to Dec, 21, Performances
for an outdoer re-cnactment of
the birth of Jeaus Christ are
acheduled on church grounds

Christmas /.. .. s

and gain eteraal life.”

While the manger scene actually portroys the
story of Jesus’ humble birth in a stable, the tradi-
tion of the decorated tree, which originated in Ger-
many, in mere symbolic. “It's evergreen and it
lives all year long,” uaid Kaucheck, who heads a
parish of 3,000 familics. “It represents Christ who
i1 alwoys nlive. And the lights signify that Christ
is the Jight of the world.”

Parishioners of the 28-year-ald congregation cel-
cbrated the feast of the birth of Christ by attend-
ing one of six different Christmas Masscs — three
were scheduled en the eve of the holy day and
three were held today. “We're celebrating the his-
torical birth of Christ, who was born in Bothlehem
1,997 years ago. We're also celebrating that he's
born again in our own lives,” anid Kaucheck.

T“We're celebrating why he was born, which was to
- fulfill God's promise to send us a savior, a Messi-

ah. who would suve us and bring us eternal life.
That's why Christmas is so importont. It's the
beginning of the moment of Easter. Christ came so
that he could be raised from the dead to gnin oter-
nat life,”

Parishioners observed the Advent scason by
pruying, fasting, and preparing for the Christ child
o be born spiritually in their hearts and homes.
Others went n step further by offering donations
for the Trees of Memory (the $20,000 collected
went to Focus:HOPE in Detroit) and/or adopting a
less fortunate family in Detroit to share the spirit
of the holiday.

Catholics experiencing a “good Christmas” spiri-
tunlly, suid Kaucheck, “would come away with love
and warmth knowing how much Ged cores for
them. They'd bo at peace. They'd know they're for-
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Dlvine meeting: “The one whom we meet
at Christmas is the one we apprehend
with our whole being...body, soul and
mind,” added Byars. “The mood is rejoic-
ing in the Lord always. The Lord is
near,” said the Rev. Dr. Ronald P. Byars
of First Presbyterian Church

given and cherished. They'd know Jesus came to
save them.”

For Catholics, the Christmaa celebration culmi-
nates on the feast of the Epiphany, the manifesta-
tion of Jesus Christ, liturgically celebrated on Jan,

8.
Thaugh they celebrate in different ways, Chris-
tians around the world commemorate the birth of

.their savior with a spirit of joy, hope, lave, peace

and charity,

every half hour from 6 to 8 p.m.
on Sunday, Dec. 21. The “Living
Na.svity” is freo and open to the
public. Everyono is invited inside
after ench performance to warm
up with seasonal refreshments
and onjoy special children’s
activitiva, The church will hold &
dramatic Christmas worship ser-
vice entitled, “The Majesty of
Christmas-Celebrating the Night
of Miracles,” ot 11 a.m. on Dee.
21. The unique mugical program
captures the beauty and powor
of traditional carols, waven
tegether with inspiring originat
music. Both adults and children
will perform this Christmas col-
lection of classical and contem-
porary arrangements. The
church also offers services on
Christmas Eve ot 6 p.m. and on
Epiphany-Twelfth Night, Jon. 6,
at 7:30 p.m. For information, call
(248) 879.9240.

YULE GIFTS NEEDED

The children in Judson Center's
programa have suffered nbuse or
neglect and usually have one

Kwanzaa

wish — to have a happy and
whole fumily. In some cascs this
can he:nchicved. In others, the
beas way to give a child hope ia
to grant a specinl wish for
Christmas. With the help of 200
plus participonta cach year, the
Royal Oak-bascd Judson; Cen-
ter hay distributed ono ddsired
gift to each child in the agency'S
care. Contributars are needed to
purchase, wrap and send the
highly treasured gifts, valued ot
830, to Judson Center for the
holidays. To make a difference to
those less fortunate this Christ.
mas season by calling (248) 837-
1217, - .

WORSHIP SERVICES

New Life Christian Fellowship
announces the beginning of reg-
ular worship scrvices on Sun-
days at Adler Elementary
School, 19100 Filmore in South-
field, north of 10 Mile and enst
of Evergreen — 6 p.m. soup sup-
per and 5:30 p.m. worship with
praise band. The church office is
(248) 356-1120. Nancy Kruger is

from page B5

misgion developer,

STUDY ARD PLAY GROUP .
Cong. B'nai Moshe will offer two !
adult study groups to teach more
nbout Hanukkah on Saturday,
Dec. 27, .
Cong. B'Nni Moshe wilt host |
Shabbat Shelanu (Qur Shubbat),:
a morning play group for chil-
dren age 2 U2 through 4. The  +
complimentary drop-in program !
aliows parents to participate in *
worship servicea whilo their :
young children enjoy Shabbat-
appropriate gamca and ploy H
activities under the supervision !
of Paula Schanc-Koscik. Shahbat:
Shelanu runs from 10 to 11:30 * »
a.m., at which time the children ;
are brought into the main sanc- !
tuary to join the eongregation fo
the Inst few minutes of service,; ..
including Kiddush and closing . ,
songa. The synagogue is at 6800 °
Drake, West Bloomfteld. For
information, call Rita Abramson :
at (248) 788-3600 or o-mail !
ritan@bnaimoshe.org.

lit in olteration each day from
right to left, with the black one
reserved for the lnst dny.

The display can also include
carvings, African ortifucts and

pictures of decoused loved m\pn;“@ o
“There's an Akan philosophy.” pl

that states thot o man is never
dead’ until he’s forgotten,” said
Dudley. “This is a way to keep
the memory alive.”

The celebration of Kwanzan
culminates with a gift exchange
and a festive celebration of
foads and music in tune with
the African culture. The Zowadi
is a meaningful gift connected

..

to the culture that is given to
the children as a representation
of the fruits of their parents'
labor. Examples include Afro
centric clothing, artwork, boaks
ﬁAfr(cuh history ‘or heirlooms

ped-from onedgencration to
the next. '

“The merits of the movement
are to make a contribution to
the country and the nation by
raising o family the way a fami-
ly should be raised. That's
something everyone can do.
That's the spirit of this whole
thing of Kwanzae, the strength-
ening of the African American
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fomily,” said Stewart, a Detroit ;
native. *I would like people to’
understand that the Africa
American experience is a win- !
dow through which other people !
can look at themaelves.™ B

Families celebrating Kwan- -
zan, ndded Stewart, “hopefully,
will goin a greater sense of the
strength of the individual. And-
how the atrength of the individ-
ual contributes to the strength |
of the community. And how the '
strength of the community can
add to the strength of the!
nation,” .
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