The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1997

(FIE3

Fracassa to receive award at Super Bowl -

BY CHUS MATRR
BTAF? WAITER

The phone has been ringing off
the hook at Al Fracassa's houso.
But that's what happens when
you're the winner of the Third
Annual NFL High 8chool Coach
of the Year competition.

Fracassa, who completed his
29th ssason as Birmingham
Brother Rice's head football
coach, raceived word from the
NFL on Dec. 18 of his presti-
gious award, much to the delight
of his family, friends and former
players.

“The phone haa been ringing a
lot,” Fracassa said. “My kids
{former players) are all over the

a FOOTBALL

country, and I've gotten calls
from people in S8an Francisco,
Florida, Texas and many other
places, I fecl like Barry Sanders
with all the recognition.”

The NFL High School Coach of
the Year ia an award honoring
high echool coaches who are
nominated by a professional foot-
ball player. Pete Mitchell, a 1990
Rice graduate and third-year
tight end for the Jacksonville
Jaguars, nominated Fracasaa.

*I talked to Pete right after I
found out I had won and he was
very happy,” Fracassa said. “He
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is n very special person and he's
like my son,

“That’s why this award ia such
an honor. It’s not about how
many state championships you
have won; it's about a player-
coach relationship. That means a
lot to me.”

Mitchell, whose three oldor
brothers also played for Fracas-
sa, said in a statemeat: “You
hear a lot about coach Fracassa,
but it's all true. He teaches you
that it takes a lot to aucceed in
football or anything elss, Even
tho guys that don't go on to play
football for a living, they all take
that with them.

“Coach Fracassa was like a

second father to me,” he added.
*If you ask any athlete that
played for him, they will proba-
bly tell you he was among the
most influential peaplo in their
}x“v:'u He taught me the gamo of

o

Mitehell roportedly hoard
about the awarg in the NFL
Players Asmociation newslettor
and sought out the nomination
procesa himself.

The field was eventually nar-
rowed to five finalista. Those still
in the running traveled to
Philadelphia in September for
final interviews and that process
included making a television
commercial. Fracasan’a "win-

ning” commercial aired during
ABC’s Monday Night Football
tolecast lnst Monday between
New England and Miami.

In addition, Fracassa will
attend Super Bowl XXXII in San
Diego ns tho NFL's guest where
he will be presented with his
award. Fracassa's only other
visit to the Super Bowl was at
Super Bowl XVI whore he
watched San Francisco defeat
Cincinnati at the Pontiac Silver-
dome. |

“I went to the Super Bowl
when it was here in Michigan,
and I'm looking forward to going
out to San Diego,” he said.

Fracassa's award will alao ben-

efit. the athlatic program at
Brother Rice High School. A
grant of $10,000 for thoe school
will be presented to Fracassa on
Jan, 26.

Frucassa, 665, is looking for-
ward to his 30th scason directing
the Warriors. Fracassa says he'll
continue coaching as long as his
passion for the game and desire
to teach remains.

“Coaching is not always eany, . .

but I simply have a passion for
coaching and working with

kids,” he said. *That's the bottom .

line. }f you don’t have n passion
or a love for what you do, then
you shouldn’t be doing it. And I
love what 1 do.”

The injury also forced Pesci to
miss the next-to-last game at
Hope. The Britons lost, 28-25,
and with it their championship
hopes. Adrian and Hope finished
as MIAA co-champs; Albion was
third at 3-2.

“Here it's my senior year and
I'm getting some playing time,”
Pesci aaid, “These are the two
biggest games of the year, and I

, couldn’t do anything.

“Those are the type of games
you love to play in, and it was
very hard for me to sit there and
watch.

“I'd never been hurt; I'd never
beon knocked out of a game. For
that to happen at the end of the
year, with a chance to win the
!eag_un title, was very fruatrat-

ing.
Not playing in two MIAA
games also probably cost Pesci

any chance he had of achieving
his personal goal of making the
All-MIAA first team.

“Who knowa? If ] had played in
those games, my numbers could
have been better, but those are
the breaks,” he said.

“Overall, it waa a lot of fun.
Sure, we didn't make the play-
offa or win the league, but I had
the most fun I've ever had play-
ing football.™

There was one game remain-
ing on the schedule, a non-
league contest at Bellevue, Ky.
Pesci wasn't going to be denied a
chance to ploy one last time
against 5-4 Thomas More.

“No way was I going to sit out
the last game of my football
career, regardless of what the
trainer said,” Pesci said. *1 was
pretty much a hundred percent
by then, but it was something I
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didn't want to miss out on.”
Pesci played the whole game
against Thomaa More and led
the Britons to one more victory.
It wasn't his best gamo as a
passer — he was 8-of-24 for 108
yards and no touchdowns — but
it's ono he'll always remember.
“It was the last time on the
field with the other seniors,” he
said. *(College) was the most fun
time any of us had playing foot-
ball, (Winning) made the season
end on a high note for me. It was
sad but joyous because we won.
“We played in the mud and
snow; the field was in terrible
condition and it was freezing. It
was hard to ses with the snow
coming down; we couldn't see the
yard markers, That made it
more fun and memorable.
“Me and the 11 other seniors
leRt everything we had out there,

because we knew we wouldn't
have another chance to put on
the pads and atep on the ficld.”
Pesci's most memorable
moment and career highlight
occurred last year in a first-
round Division 11I playoff game
against Illinofs-Wesleyan.
Albion was losing 21-7 in the
third quarter when Pesci was
rus] into the game in place of
injured quarterback Kyle Klein.
Peaci helped rally the Britons,
leading them on two touchdown
drives and another that feil
short in an eventual 23-20 loss.
“I was freezing on the sideline
and nervous as all heck,” Pesci
said. “1 got thrown in there and
was not even close to being
‘warmed up.”
Pesci did juat fine, however.
He was 11-0f-20 passing for 174
yards with one i ion, and

Albion drove 86 yards in 12
plays and later 72 in nine to
seore touchdowns with him at
quarterback.

‘Then, his 60-yard pass to Mike
Qursler put the ball on the Wes-
leyan 8-yard line. But the fiold
goal that would have sent the
game into overtime was blocked.

Pesci also set a school record
with 43 pass attempts in the
‘Wabash game earlier this year,

“We didn't start throwing until
the end of the game when weo
had to play catchup,” he said.
“That's a record I never thought
T'd set. I never witnessed an
Albion game when we threw 43
times.”

Pesci, who quarterbacked
Farmington Harrison to the
Class A titlo in 1993, finished his
college carecr with 174 pass

342 nttampts, 2,469

yards, 19 touchdowns and eight
{ntercoptions.

He will graduate in May with ||

a degreo in physical education
and hopes to be a graduate nsais-
tant coach at a achool other than
Albion next fall,

If he ian't working as a grad
assistant, he'll fulfill his student-
teaching duties, hopefully at a
school in the Farmington aren.

That way he can watch his
young brother, David, who ia
expected to be the Harrison High
School quarterback next year.

*“I can't wait,” Joe said, adding
he's only seen his brother play
once in high school and that was
at the end of the game.

*If I end up sticking around
here, I'll be enthused and help-
ing him as much as I can. I'll be
looking forward to it. I know
he'll step up and do a good job.”

offenasive line coach waa Jeff
Jagedzinski from East Carolina.

The two new coaches ditched
Heénning’s one-back set. And the
offensive line gave up only 21

after allowing 53 the year
before.

“Doug and the whole offensive
line progressed,” O'Brien aaid.
“Qur center, Damien Woedy, and
Doug are both built about the
same. Both very good piayers,
with pro potential. They give us
a formidable middle.

“Doug has a very good work
othic. Off the field he worked to
better himself and we'll do what
we can, as coaches, to make sure
we can better him on the field.

“He never gets flustered, but
what I'd like to see — and we've
talked about it during the off-
season — i8 him get a little more
fiery on the field. We'd like him
to be a leader on thia team and
show a lot of enthusiasm hia
senior year. And he has the tal-
ent to be some type of All-Ameri-
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“Ali year we've been playing in
different climates and adapted
each time, 8o it shouldn’t be a
problem for us,” he said. “We've
been out hero practicing over a
week, 50 we're getting used to
it

The Wolverines have boen
doing a lot of sightsecing, too,
with trips to Hollywecod and Uni-
veraal Studios still planned.

The annual Besf Bowl took
place Thuraday night at Lawry’s
Restaurant where ths Rose Bowl
opponents try outdo each other
at the table. It's an event domi-
nated 280-pound linemen, but
Bryant planned to do his part for
the cause,

*They eay it's one of the beat
bpef places you can go, 80 I'm
going to try to cat aa much as I
can,” he said.

can player.”

The blocking achemes stressed
fund s and the ap] h
was much the same when
Brzezinski played for Tom Mach
at CC. (Brzozinski was a junior
starter on CC's 1992 state cham-
pionship team.)

“I liked our offense a lot more
because it was aimplified,” said
Brzezinski, a former soccer play-
er who didn’t play football until
the ninth grade, “Under Hen-
ning, we had five different ways
of blocking. Thingas got confus-
ing. We went back to a more
basic set. It was a lot more phys-
ical. It was & lot better, more
fun, It just made more sense,”

And the discipline was also
Mach's style.

“He (O'Brien) addressed the

problems right away, he stressed
team unity right away.” Brzezl

rushing and passing.
three-y atarter, ins-

aki said. “Nobody was putting up
with any guff. He threw two or
three guys off the team right
away. It was all business. Thore
‘was no gray area.”

This fall, the Eagles lost sever-
nl closs Big East games, includ-
ing a double overtime loss to
Miami. They beat West Virginia,
a top 25 team, which turned out
to be Brzezinski's top gamo.

“Coach O'Brien had been in
the Marines, and he #aid don't
look for any sympathy,” Brzezin-
ski said. “He knows what it
takes, I like it & whole lot better.
Things are getting better now.”

This year the Eagles racked up
nearly 5,000 yards in total
offense with an even balance of

COUNTY OF OAKLAND
CITY OF ROCHESTER HILLS
WOLF DRAIN
NOTICE OF MEETING TO HEAR OBJECTIONS
TO APPORTIONMENTS OF COST OF ABOVE
INTRA-COUNTY DRAIN

NOTICE I8 HEREBY GIVEN that the cost of the Wolf Drain, a proposed
drain to serve an area Joeated in the public corporations listed below, has
been tentatively apportioned aa follows, Lo wit:

Tentative Percentage

Public £ af Coat.
City of Rochester Hilla 89.88%
County of Oakland, on account
of drainage of county highways 1.06%
Stata of Michigan, on account
of dralnage of state highways BAR%

100.00%

NOTICE 1S FURTHER GIVEN that the Drainsge Board for the Wolf
Drain, will meet at 1:00 p.m. Eastorn Standard Time, on Tuesday, the 20th

2ay of January, 1898 In the office of the Oakland County Drain
Commissioner, Public Works Building, One Public Works Drive, Waterford,
Michigan, for the purpose of hearing any objactions to the aald
apporticaments.

NOTICE 18 FURTHER GIVEN that the plans, apecifications and an
eatimate of the cost of the Wolf Drain and & description of the area to be
sarved by the drain are on file in the office of the Oakiand County Drain
Commiasloner, Public Works Building, One Public Works Drive, Waterford,
Michigan. The estimated cost is $4,832,600 but the apportionment
percentages as finally established by the Drainage Board shall apply to the
sctual cost of the drain when finally completed.

NOTICE {S FURTHER GIVEN that at arid hearing any public
wmnunn o be asssssed, or any taxpayer thereof, will be entitled to be
heard.

NOTICE 18 FURTHER GIVEN that after consideration of all objections
to the spportionments, the Dralnage Board shall determine whether the

- DAWM M, SCELUTKN, Allsenay, 1400 N,
Woodward, Buite 100, Bosmileld Hills,
NI asvmd

FIATE OF MICHIOAN, PROBATE COURT,

(COUNTY QF OAXLAND, Ne ¥7.281, 383-1K

CLADMB NOTICR
IXDEFENDENT PROBATE
Eatata of OKRALD K. WAUGAMAN, s/s
Oernld Rdward Waoguman, Decoased, Bocial

following:
" The deesdrat, Garsld K. Waugtmen
* whasa lant Anwwn addrems was 2188 Holen,
* Mochawter, MI 41307, died Nevembr 8, 1977
Ny L p——
", ez adsalllad as the will of the deceased.
daceased are ptified thal

! repesae
3108 Hrlen, Rechasar

fairly refloct the benefita to acerus to each public
corporation and the extent to which each publlc corporation contributes to
the conditions which make the drais necessary, If the Drainage Board

at the appo; nre equitable, it will enter a Final
Order of the A Section 483 of Act
No. 40, Public Acts of Michigan, 1066, as amonded, provides that the Final
Order of Apporilonment shall not be subjoct to attack in any court, axcept
by proceedings in certiorari brought within 20 days after the order is fited
in the office of the Oskland County Drain Commissioner, the Chalrman of
the Drainsge Board for the Wolf Drain, and that if no such proceedings shall
be brought within sald 20<day period the legality of the drain and the
asseasments therefor shall not thercafter be questioned in any suit at law or
In equity, either on jurisdictional or nonjurisdi unds.

NOTICE 1S FURTHER GIVEN that If the Drainage Board enters the
Final Ordor of Appor u special roll the
estimated cosat of the drain against the public corperations in eccordance
with the confirmed apportionmenta will be propared xnd presented to the
D Board far approval. The Dralaage Board may issuse bonds or notes
of the Wolf Drainage District in anticipation of the collsction of all or part of
installments of aaid assessments and the interest thereon. Each public
sesaed i obligated to levy sufficient taxea to pay the

ihe Ostland Covaty Prabata Court.
Tlsgreph, Pentiac, Michigun, i
manths &f 1Le data of public

Betion.
Neties i Ruithor giesa thal the wtats will
e tharsafier s gmed aad distributed ta tha
permes satitled te f.
Attwenay: Dawn M. Schlutar, (P.43082), 1400
T N. Wesheard, Buita 100, Blosmfiald Hilla M1
44302, Tolopbane Na: (141}
Newrpapar: Obssrrar & Kecentrie
| Pobluh: Beescber 33, 1097

— k. [T

anscssment Inataliments and intercst aa the same become dua unless there
haa beon set aside moneys sufficient therofor.

This notlea is given to and for the benefit of the aforesaid public
corporatlons and il taxpayers thereof by order of the Drainage Doard of the

ki, a Sociology major, ia looking
forward to his final season in a
BC uniform.

But there was a time when he
felt bewildered.

The BC coach that recruited
him out of high school, Tom
Coughlin, left ahortly after
Brzezinski signed hia NCAA
National Letter-of-Intent to take
the head coaching position with
the NFL expansion Jacksonville
Jaguars.

“I was still committed to the
school and I said to myself that 1
had to stick it out,” he said. “But
it (1996) was like'a nightmare, It
reminded of a book I read, ‘Heart
of Darkness.’ I thought about
transferring.”

He is now home for the holi-
days with his family, including
brother Nick, a junior tight end
who caught touchdown pnss in
CC's 23-6 state Class AA cham-
pionship win over Ann Arbor
Huron.

But he would rather be away

at a bowl game.

“I get nervous sitting around
at home, I slways have te be
doing something,” said Brzezins-
ki, who works out regularly at
Gold’s Gym on Eight Mile Road.

A big year could put Brzezins-

ki high in the NFL draft, but he ~

ian't thinking about the pros just

yet. .
He's just trying to keep the
Boston College ehip from sinkingy

and steering it bnck on course.

MARATHON USA
MEN'S DRESS
SOCKS
Assorted colors & patterns
80% Cotton - 20% Nylan

Ear Mui¥s & Magic
Gloves Set

Snamel on Stesl

» DUrON DOTIGaT ErEiTiey Or Stoed Drsune,
N by T —

. for neat, exsy
nest

Keep all of your favorite photos

on framed, & avaltable to

show. standard tos.
3%"X5"0rd"X6"

Reg. $14.99
AMAXING 8499
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AMAZING

We Sell Quality Braind Name Closeouts at "AMAZING" Prices!
New Closeouts Arriving Daily. One Time Deals!

YOUR BELOW WHOLEE DEPARTMENT STORE!

PR

We Will Be
Open
New Years Day
10 AM - 6 PM

PRICE
WODD KITEREN ACCISSORIES

‘use for draining & camrying cutl
knrglen 10018

Reg. $599
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BAGEL CUTTER.: ;

| S
Keeps Hands Away From Knife Blade!

OO With the reusable giass far.
Reg. $14.99
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Re%$1.99
AMAZIN
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TOTES®
MEN'S RUBBER
FOOTWEAR

« Easy to put on « Natural
Rubber ¢ Anti-skid sole s
Loafer style
$ize; Med., large & X-large
Reg. $14.99
AMAZING
RICE

RUBIK's™
Challange Game Assortment
Ages 8 to Aduft
choose 3
RUBIK'S TANGLE=.  watenus the
ﬁﬂl!ll(’! MASIC' * U the magic
0 connect che ngs!
'UBIK'S TRIAMID® -
anets & Fascinating Formst
eg. $10.

This ball s designed to play
hockey withaut Ice.
Cholce of color caded balls for
different temperatures.

TOOTHBRUSHES

Rippled rounded bristies
Dlamona shaped hex!
Easy grip rubber handle
Choose (rom $Oft, mecum of hand

Reg. $2.99
88




