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Conversations /.. ..o

music and transforming the
notion of & traditionnl concert
experience.

The Birmingham Bloomficld
Art Aswociation for redefining
itaclf as u regional resource,
vxpanding its facility und closs
offerings.

Lois Beznox, proes
Chamber Muxic &
maintaining her organization’s
reputation as one of the finest
international producers of chame
ber music, Beznos took over in
1987, and established o fund-
raising strategy that has attract-
od philanthropists.

The Sapphire String Quartet
of Troy. u group of college-nge
mus %, wha donated procecds
from their mid-August convert to
MADD.

‘The Paint Creek Center for the
Arts in Rachester lur cle i
the unnual “Art & Apple:
aninternationul art fir exhibit

tent of the
ety, for

ham, director of dance o
who's productions of “Blue §
Shoes™ and “Dracula” brought an
artful contemporary appeasl to
lovers of Elvis and the Trunsyl-
vanian Count.

Sally Geruk for overseeing the
most eritically acelaimed Our

Hon
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3 Major Florida Banks

Florida

ME SHOW

Exbiore the Latest
Florida Lifestyle Trends!

& Get details about popular Sunshina State areas:
Gulf Coast

@ Single-Family Homes. .. tanufactured Homes... Villas.

£ Many Lifestyle Choices. Country Club... Retirement...
& Family Neighborhoods.

- Detroit Area’s Biggest
Lifestyle Event!

2 DAYS ONLY?Y
SAT. & SUN. * Jan. 3rd & 4th

Town Art Exhibit at The Com-
nmnity House in Birminghom,

Stephen Roxman, curator of

the controversind exhibit, “Jew-
ish Detroit in the 19208 and
19305, including images aof the
infamous Purple Gang. And
Judith Levin Cantor, president
of the Jewish Historieal Society,
for reminding us thit generaliza-
tinns can distort history.
2 Guyntte, the new artistic
direetar of the Millennium Cen-
tre in Southfteld, for continuing
to push for the performing arts
programs,

Dr. Rubert Gavin, new presi-
dent of the Cranbrook Educa-
tienal Com-
munity, for
hoping  to

. broanden
=~ Cranbrook's

. rale in the
larger cul-

tural seene.

Dee;

Fait
Duvid
BiChiern,
wenerul dir
tor for the Michigan Opera The-
utre, whose vision, fortitude and
deep faith in the cultura) seene

Dr. Robert Gavin

Centraf Florida.

11Am TO 5PM Both Days

Novi Hilton
21111 Haggerty Rd. ¢ Novi, Michigan

1-275 at 8 Mile Exit

ore Info or unable to attend, call:

 @bserver & Eecentric

NEWSPAPERS
Congratulate

Rgaini & Mark Gilmore of Livonia
Grand Prize Winner of the New Year's Eve
Package at The Second City
Runners-Up Larry Bauer of Troy and
Barry Jecewski of Livenia each won a
pair of tickets to Second City Detroit
on New Year's Eve

Thanks to all who entered!
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continucs to ingpire others to
participate in the arta.

The city of Southfield for open-
ing the Southfield Centre for the
Arts on Southfield Road. Casting
nside cynics, Robert Block,
Lucius Theus, Susan Schmidt,
Marlowe Belanger, Albert
Scaglione and Patrick Beckley
led the cffort to establish the
region's firat cultural arts center
in 15 years,

For John Cynar of Birming-

ham, whose
M gallery
H might have
closed, but
he continued
A to promote
art by orga-
nizing
“Sculpture
Pontiac,” an
exhibit of 64
& local artists.

George

N'Namdi,

whose Birm-
inghum Gallery, is the oldest
African American gallery in the
country,

Chuck Forbes of Troy, a well-
known real cstate developer who
saw the promise of Detroit’s the-
ater district in the mid-19704, At
the time, the talk wasn't about
new developments but who
wuuld be the last to turn out the
tights when leaving the city,

Susanne Hilberry, Laurel
Paterson of the Detroit Institute
of Arts, Carol Halsted of Oak-
land University, Barbara
Kratchman of ArtServe, Moury
Okun of the Detroit Chamber
Winds, Mike Vigilant of Meadow
Broak Theatre and Maurice Par-

John Cynar

Patricia Hooper of Bloomfield
hip for quiotly b i
one of thg Michigan's literary
treasures while continuing to
polish her crystal poetry.

Meg LaRou of Bloomfield
Hills, awner of Revolution in
Ferndale, for spearheading the
resurrection of the Detroit Art
Dealers Associntion. One day,
tho gallery crawl, now held
annual, will be more like a week-
end occurrence.

Barbara Selinger and Poula

Keeping rhythm: Barbara
Selinger of Farmington
Hills is leading the
revival in dance in our
communities.

Kramer of Detroit Dance Collec-
tive, and Eric Johnston of Farm-
ington for organizing the first
annual Festival of Bance.

Provo 8

rish of the DIA for participati
in the O&Es round-table discus-
sinn on the state of art in our
communities.

The artist Wyland, who
opened a Gallery in downtown
Birmingham, for standing up for
the diverse marine species of the
deep seps,

Robert Schefman of Went
Bloomfield for hin wit and wis-
dom. Schefman's mural at Dear-
born 19th District Court. proves
that he's one of the most talent-
ed and visionary painters in the

region.
Schefman's fall exhibit, “Rated

Pai nter from page D1

X," at the
Lemberg
Gallery.,
pushed view-
ers to consid-
er where to
drawn the
censorship
line. Con-
trary to the
name of tho
exhibit,
Schefmean
appealed to
rennon, not offensiveness.

Jef Bourgeoau of Rochester,
artist-i ident ot the
of Contemporary Art in Pontiac.
Bourgeau, a talented conceptunl
artist punhes the boundaries of
the absurd to make a point.
Often times, the “point” in lost on
reactionary types. But Bourgeau
perxists,

Niagara, the underground rock
singer turned painter with a liv-
ing-on-the-edge attitude and
Lich o ed

Robert Schefman

doexn't mince words. Arguably,
her defiant subjects break
through all the ovqrmknn!yuin

trying to “make it” as on authar,
Boyer's goal is to participate in a
truly multicultural community,

Loren D. Eatleman of Whit.
mare Leke, author of more than
40 mysteries and westorne,
whose characters reflect his own
refreahing unprotentiousness, all
hidden behind & rugged, cool
facade. .

Aaron Brenner, from Beverly
Hills and Birmingham Groves
High School Clasa of '91, who left
the security of our arca to teach
at Runn Elementary in Donna,
Texas, where most of the resi-
dents are on food stamps and
nearly ane-fifth are unemployed.

Cyd Moore of Beverly Hills,
who translated her fantasy
childhood growing up on a farm
in Georgin to a world of wide-cye
lovable characters in her illus.
trated children's books.

Robert Louis Stovenson HI,
formerly of Birmingham, who
overcame the burden of his liter-
ary ancestry (Robert Louis
Stevenson is his great-great-
cousin) to write a compelling and
critically n_cclnimnd mystery,

about the relationsh
men and women.

From the heart

Nora Mendoza of West Bloom-
field, an artist who serves volun-
tarily on the Michigan Council
for Arts and Cultural Affairs.
Mendoza reminds us that there's
no room for elitium in the arts.

Cap and Carolyn Hall of
Bloomficld Hills, whose involve-
ment with the Birmingham
Bloomfield Art Association goes
back 40 ycars, but their real-lifo
work of art goes back to the day
they were married 45 years ogo.

Allegra Litly of Bloomfield
Hills, an unflappable 12-ycar-old
harpiat with the smile of an
angel and a heavenly sense of
timing.

Playwright Bill Boyer. former-
ly of Birmingham, whose lead by
his idealism, not the realities of

Helen Febbo of Birmingham, a
talented painter and printmak-
er, who teaches art to school kids
from Pontiac who have no other
access to art.

And, Ann Hannawa of South-
field, who was compelled to write
a book, “The Spoken Tear,” to
honor the memory of her son,
Ivan, who died of leukemia,

For Hannawa, like the others
on this list, explaring self-
expression brought some cathar-
tic relief and epiphanies.

To me, talking with these peo-
ple made me realize that there
are always more possibilitien
than what scems apparent. In
everyone's tife,

Frank Provenzana isx an artx
reporter for the Obrerver &
Eccentric Newspapers. He can be
reached at (248) 901-2557.

Albert Scaglione.

+ Born in Itnly, Del Signore
studied with Panfilo Del Beato
und J.P, Serralongue in Annecy,
France, ut Ecole des Bepux-Arts
where he earned a diplama with
honors,

Mesmerized by its coasmopoli-
tun charm, Del Signore moved to
Montreal 15 years ago. Much of
hix wark is documented in the
book titled “Del Signore.”

For the city scenes, Del Sig-
nore sketches on location, then
uses his imagination. When the
subjeet matter ia' architecture

picks up n brush. Then he paints
very fast. When his doughter
Sonin, also nan ortist, married,
Del Signore pninted 250 minia-
ture works to give cach of the
guests at the wedding.

In preparation for the Park
West show, Del Signore started
painting one year ago. With
every painting sold, Littorio sayn
that the purchaser is taking
away a part of him.

*All of my paintings are my
children,” he said.

Classi

such as his of Laure]
Manor and Madonna University,
Del Signore worka from pho-
tographs to maintain accuracy.
But even these paintings of
buildings incorporate people
going about their daily lives,

“Thirty years ago when I fin-
ished school in France, every-
thing was abstract,” said Det
Signore. “I wonted to do some-
thing different. I wanted to do
the figure.”

An admirer of Sargent ond
Canaatt, Del Signore strives for
hrush work that's fast and spon-
tancous. The painting must be
complete in his mind before he

"MITCH
HOUSEY S
We've Got It

Here On

NEW YEAR'S EVE
“from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.

to the
Showcasemen

3 < PREMIUM BAR PKQ.
- BREAKFAST

scramblced egge &
pork nausage
served at 2 a.m,

This is Del Signore™s firt sthow
at Park West Gallery, and his
premier exhibition in America
although he has work in private,
public and corporate collections
in Europe and Americn such as
the Pinacotheque and City Hall
of Chieta, Italy, the City Hall of
Lasalle, Quebee, in Cannda,
Galtery of the Museum of Mon-
trenl, Kaspar Gallery of Taronto,
and the private collection of
singer Celine Dion.

“I feel the work is excellent,
powerful. It comes nut of a back-
ground of Italian ortiats, the
Renaisnonce and painters like

‘r
R

Reservations Accepted for
EARLY NEW YEAR'S EVE DINNER
from 5 p.m. - Out by 9 p.m.

Tintoretto,” xaid Scaglione. “It's
hundreda of years of Italian
puinting coming to a contempo-
rary culminotion.”

Scoglione met Del Signore a
year ago alter receiving a phone
call from Frank Stella to come to
Fonte d' Amore to sec the work
of the Italian artist.

Since that time, Scaglione
began selling Del Signore's
paintings in the gallery, Delight-
ed with the quality and content
of a group of paintings he
received this fall, Scaglione
asked Del Signore to do a show
in January.

“He's been painting 40 years
wo you're looking at a level of
high craft and beautiful Imprea-
sionist brush work,” =said
Scaglione.

“If you look at the light it just
glows. Littorio does (selln} very
well in Montreal. It's the nign of
a popular axtist when you ask if
he has any pointings, he'll xay a
few then you know he sells,”™

“This is one of the fimt oppor-
tunitics as an Italian American
to find someone that wo well fits
the classical painting of Italy
today,” snid Scaglione, “and
because his market has been

Montreal, his pricen are xuch
that 1 feel the show will be a sell
out.”

Scaglionc eatimates paintingx
will, on average, range from
under $1,000 to $4,000.

Together again

John and Littorio Del Signore
tock different roads after grow-
ing up in Italy. Thoy met again
ot a relative’s wedding in New
York after being apart 40 ycars.

“We lost communication, but
now we're together,” said John,
wha's brother is o sculptor in
{taly. “Littorio’s original, and
he'’s a very hard worker, what he
does he puts in his heart and
soul. We're cousins and it makes
me fee! proud.”

Lina remembers Littorio nt
age 14 painting the skirt of one
of her friends back in Italy.
When asked what she likes
about his painting, Lina replied,
“there isn't onything | don't like,
It's not just what he scex, but his
creativity,

“He'’s very honent. Each paint-
ing. I saw has a reality. J sce the
renlity of nomething he's done
fram his heart. I sce love.”

27777 Schoolcraft
(1 k. Wet of Inkster Ra) Livonla

Continuous Entertament with
NIGHT'S CREED
8. PRELUDE
Black Tie Optional
All Reserved Seating
$130 Per Couple

Cxpedence the
elegance of our
new Jook

313
427-9110

-Lavish Gourmet Buffet at both locatlons featuring... \Y
PRIME RIB in Herb Blanket, Premium Bar (Pkg. 6) 7

D} Entertainment
Black Tle Optional
All Seating Reserved
$100 Per Couple

(You must be
21 & Over
to attend)
LT
422-4550




