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SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR 110 YEARS

Look ahead: There's plenty
for state and county offi-
cials. to do in 1998./A8

Back track: Harrzson
High’s football state
championship and Sara
Kloosterman’s Miss Soc-
cer honor are some of the
Farmington sports high-
lights of the past year./C1

Oh, baby: Those cute
Beanie Babies are a pas-
sion for one collector. /C3

Stylish: The bathroom can
be as fashionable as any
other room in the
house./D8

Condo conversion: Nan-
tucket Townhomes in
Farmington Hills is
becoming a condominium
development after just
two years as an apart-
ment development./F1
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Investigators
-seek clues in
latest blaze

BY l.mm O’CONNOR
STAF? W
Farmi Hills fire i con-

tinue to scarch for the cause of a blaze
that gutted a homo in the northwest part
of the city Sunday night.

At 10:30 p.m,, firefighters from Stations
4, 5 and 2 wore called to 30000 block of
Willow Courl Suuth in the W&llnwbroolé
an,

13 Mile roads, whore thuy found a two-

atory home with flamcs shooting through

the roof, Fircfighters hod the blaze under
. control using hand lines and water from a
hydrant.

No one was home at the time. anily :

members arrived after the firo was extin-
guished.
Cnuso was undetermined Mondny an
the

to
humu burned out interior, which included
a floor that d: Damage is estimat.

Trophy time: Harrison football
coachn John Herrington (cen-
ter), along with No. 22 Tom
Salley, No. 1 Ricky Bryant
and the rest of the team cele-
brated another state champi-
onship in November.

Year marked
by perseverance,
belief in mzracles

BYRICHARDPE\BL

major school bond isaue and

running battles between resi-

dents and either new home
and commercinl developers or a com-
pany prospecting for oil highlighted
the news in Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills in 1897,

The Farmington Board of Educa-
tion, saw ita revamped, reduced pro-
posal to upgrade school buildings and
computer technology aail to victory in
a September after a narrow deﬁ:nt in
March.

Various homeownera’ associationa
in Farmington Hills either reached
compromises with builders or got
their city council to postpone projects

*with which they couldn’t ngree.

By the end of the year, the two

communitics had scen 10 young men

Plecaso see YEAR IN REVIEW, A3

BTArY PHOTO KV BAYAN MITCEXLL
Tlara time: Jennifer Hoemke was
crowned the 1997 Miss Farming-
ton/Farmington Hills by Annette
Hohl in July.

Tragedy

BTATY PHIOTO HY BRYAY MITCIXLL

Falth and recovery:
Susan Garr
receives a hug
from one of more
than 500 well-
wishers who
attended a tribute
concert by the
Farmington Com-
munity Chorus for
Melissa Garr, who
continued to make
a remarkable
froma
severe head injury.

recove

Vandals
ravage
yards

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER

Police have a good idea who drove a
vehicle across some 49 front lawns in
the Farmington Square Subdivision in’

- southwest Farmington Hills carly Fri-
day morning.

The perpetrators of the day-after
Christmas vandalism, which left deep-
tire ruts in the rain-and-snow-softened.
ground, may have inadvertently been
spotted by a subdivision resident driv~
ing through the neighborhoad in the
predawn hours.

No doliar estimates of the damnge
were gvailable Monday, but at least
one angry resident vowed to prosecute
the offenders.

Mike Baker, who lives on Baypoint.
Drive, whoso lawn was hit, noticed’
almost all the homes have a teen-age
resident, Ieading him and others to
speculate that the acts of vandalism
were possibly done by acquaintances of
the teens.

“It's just like the golf-course thing,”
he said, referving to the vandaliam of
the city-owned San Marino Golf Course
last summer. *If it had been one or two
lawns, you could think they were just
being mischievous and forgive it,

“But to intentionally destroy proper-

Please sce YARDS, A2

New DDA
member

strives to
mix it up.

She says variety is vital

STAFT. nwm 2]

Poli place: After a narrow defeat in Mnrch Farmmglon
Public Schools passed a bond issue in S

for vibrant downtown

BY TiM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

The face of
downtown Farm-
ington continues
to change, with
at least one big-
name merchant
strongly rumored
to be setting up
shap in 1998,

But, as fast as
you can say Star-

*bucks, this much
is certain: Now
Farmington
Downtown
Development Authority member Susan
Dubm m(cm.ls on mnkmg sure mom-

Susan Dubln

Lee, of Farm-
ington High,
was proud to

a sig-
m!‘cnnt business voice. And why not?

Sheepskin She manages the family’s own indepen-
shuffle: In dent business — Dubin Optometric
Clinic, the 30-year practice of her hus-
Juge_ail.tlzrec band, Dr. Howard Dubin.
public high “You ean’t alw ve soneo
school« %eld Y an't always save so ne
se : else’s business,” said Dubin this week.
commence- “But I'd like to see us stay a mixture of
ments at independent merchants as well ns
Crisler Arena those larger corporations that come
in Ann Arbor down.” § )
and Justin Dubin, a 1964 Southfield High

School graduate who lives in West
Bloomfield with her husband, has so
far attended one meeting with the
DDA. She was recently appointed to fill

sf.mu) off his the vacancy crented by the resignation

diploma, of Robert Fitzpatrick, who left the
Stary PIoTU BY state, Her DDA term will expire in
DRYAN MITClELL

Pleasc see DUBIN, AZ

ed $3265,000,

nght now wa're trying to get lntn the
baagment to proceas the ares,” said
Stophen Hume, Farmington Hilla fire mar

shal. “Tho roof ia into the basoment. .
*If anyone was in tho area or had any
" video (of tho fire), we can usa any informa-
tion we can got.” .

A woman who lives south.of the home
sald an unknown person alorted her and
her husband. Thoy waited at the corner as
firefightors arrived,

“Thoy tald us to leave bocause the
flamos were blowing in our direction,” Car-
olyn Lee said, TThere were a lot of flames.”

It was the second fire in Farmington
Hills during the holidays, Thres lpeaplu,
including a firefighter, were slightly
inj r a blazo on Purdue Street in
the city’s southeast area Dec. 25,

?, it . &

Glve blood

Just anothor reminder: Tho Red Crosa will have a
blood drive 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 2, ot Farm-
ington Hills Fire Station No. 6, Orchard Lake, just
south of 11 Milo Road. Donations aro needed, espo-
;.-mlly during the holidays when blood supplics run

ow,

‘The blood drive ia in honor of Melissa Garr, who is
recovering from a traumatic head injury. Garr plans
to attend the drive, Organizera are hoping to sur-
pasa 187 pints collected during a similar drive in
September, which holped 561 paticnts in southenst.
orn Michigan, Red Cross officiala said.

Groat Harvest Bread Co. will provide cookics to
donora while Boan & Bage! will donate food to nurs-
©a and other volunteors.

Appolntments are encouraged and can bo made by
calling 248-426-4400 or 248473 505(5.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Hollday dis-cards

It didn't take Betty Borgman of Farmington lang
to sny 8o long to those good old holiday greeting
cards, On Mondsy, Borgman hauvled in a plasatic bag
filled with the (ront flaps of cards and deposited the
bag into n receptacle at Farmington City Hall, The
cards will be sent to St. Jude's Ranch for Children
in Boulder City, Nevadn, where they will be recycled
for the 1998 holidays.

Borgman snid she didn’t mind dropping off the
cards, beeause “it's a great iden” giving children an
opportunity to uae artistic abilitics and turn this
year's discards into next yenr's treasures. | know

it's for a good cause,” she added.

Similar containers are located in the Farmington
Hills City Hall and DPW building and both Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills branches of the public
library. Only the front flaps of cards will be accept-
ed. The eards will be collected through Friday, Jan,
23.

Tune In

If you build it ... they will cablecnst it. Farmington
Board of Education Building nnd Site Committee
micetinga will be beamed live into cable subscribers | -
home starting Feb. 10 on Cable TV-10. The pro. |, =/
meetings atart at 6 p.m. before regular board meot. |
ing nt 7:30 p.m.
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