SPORTS
SCENE

SFB registration

South Farmington Baseball will
regiater players for T-ball, girls soft-
ball and boys bascball for the 1998
season at the Heritage Park Day Cen-
ter. The times and dates are as fol-
lows: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
17; 6-9 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 21; 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24.

Boys must be between the ages &
and 18 on Aug. 1, 1998, Girls must be
between the ages 6 to 16 on Sept. 1,

South annlngtan will nlao register

and v
during thlu registration week but
encourages anyone to call one of the
league directors to register early.

Boys or girls over the age of 11 can
register as an umpire and ghould call
Tim Hammer at 474-3483. For more
details call the South Farmington
Information Lino (474-3926).

CC trounces Ecorse

Detroit Catholic Central beat
Ecorse, 104-47, in the consolation
gome of the River Rouga Christmas
Teurnament Snturday,

CChoda bu]unccd attack with five
scorers in double figures.

Senior center Chria Young had a
game-high 26 points and 10 rebounda.

Junior Nick Moore had 24 points,
senior Joe Jonna 16, freshman Justin
Ockerman 14 and sophomore Rob
Sparks 12, Tyreas Love led Ecorse
with 14 pointa,

Rice edges Wayne

Birmingham Brother Rice (4-1)
needed a last-gecond shot from Gary
Littlejohn to post a 57-56 boys basket-
ball victory Saturday over Wayne
Memorial (2-2).

Wayne trailed by 11 at halftime
(32-21) and led only once in the sec-
ond half, 56-65, on Brian Willinms'
two free throws with 18 scconds left.

Down one, Rico scrambled on its
next possession to get off a final shot.

An crrant pass wound up in the
hands of Littlejohn, who scored the
game-winner.

*We fought so hard it would have
been a great win because we were los-
ing the whole way,” Wayne coach
Chuck Henry said, *I like the way aur
team is playing right now. We're play-
ing hard.’

Ron Austin led Rice with 16 points,
while Chris Petty and Jon Poyer
added 14 and 12, respectively.

Williama paced Wayne with 17,
while Quentin Turner came through
with his best outing with 14. Senior
forward Karl Calloway added 10,

Rice was 12-0f-20 from the free
thraw line, while Wayne was 14-0f-20,

Spartan grapplers 2nd

Livonia Stevenson was runner-up
Saturday to host Trenton in a team
dual wrestling tournament.

Stevenson won four of five matches
on the day to improve its overall dual
meet record to 5-1.

Tho Spartans defeated Woodhaven
(62-30), Lincoln Park (57-18), Dear-
born Heights Annapolis (39-30) and
Ypsilanti (43-33) before losing to the
host school (52-19).

Joe Moreau (103 pounds) and Knt«
suhiko Sueda (119) aach finished 5-0
on the day for Stevenson,

Jeff Brach (146} led a group of six
wrestlora who finished 4-1. Brach
earncd his 100th carcer win during
the tournoy and now has 102 overall,

Youth hockey champs
The Livonia Flyers, aponsored by
Littlo Bill's Trophies of Redford, came
away Pee Wee B Division chnmplona
of the Wayne Christmas tournament,
Goals by Bennett Tyler (unassisted)
and Juatin Zagate (from Kunrnd
Styka) gave the Flyers a 2.1
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Look back at
Farmington’s
year in sports

Before embarking on the 1998 sports
Behedule next weck, let's take one last
ook back at 1997 and some of the top
[Farmington aports storics from the
provious year,
The Farmington Observer aports
puges of the past 12 months were filled
with storics of winning teams as well
hs individual triumpha,
Some involve teams whoae storics
bnfolded and whose successes were
keported over a period of several
Imonths, while others are of single
vents that impacted on the local
hports scene.
‘What follows are the Top Ten stories
bf 1997 and many others that deserve
hipecinl recognition.
Hawks win cighth stato titlo: It
bvas yet another outstanding year for
ho Farmington Harrison football
kcam, which began the senson No. 1 in
Class A and finished it that way Nov,
"8 by defeating Mnd]and Dow for the
hip in the Si

The Hawks went undefeated Lhrnugh
khe regular season and playoflfs for the
fifth time in school history, posting a
13-0 record.

A 21.7 victory over defonding Class
A champion Walled Lake Western in
the fourth weck of the scason eatapult-
kd the Hawks on to greater things.
Harrison captured its 12th Western
Lakes Activities Associntion title with
b 27-6 win over Walled Lake Central.
The only time the Hawksa were on the
krailing end of a score was in the first
round of the playoffs when Dearborn
[Edsel Ford took a 21-3 lead.

Harrison rallied to win that game,
[6-21, nnd :hex\ defeated Ypsilanti,
Bir holm and Daw to com-

plete a perfect season and win its
kighth state championship.

Hawks coach John Herrington (248
p4-1) hed the late Ron

pf Detroit DePorres, for most state
kitles. The Engles have won 10 overall.
Harrison, which outscored its oppo-
pents 472-109, was ranked sixth
pmong Midwest teams and 22nd
nationally by the USA Today at the
end of tho season,

The Hawks named their six offensive

inemen — Mike Fisher, Chris Gadjov,
[Brian Lewis, Matt Struble, Brett Fos-
ker and Mike Hoad — as their most
Maluable players,
Baklor retires from coaching:
Wlter conching the Mercy High Sehool
basketball team for 22 years, Larry
IBaker made a sudden decisinn to retire
Bhortly into preparations for a 23rd in
ate July.

His rotirement ended one of
Observerland’s longest and most suc-
kesaful coaching tenures.

Baker’s teams compiled a record of
181-143, which included 19 diatrict
championships, 11 regional titles, five
huarterfinal victories and two state
khampionships (1876 and 1977).

The 43-year-cld Baker had been
Morcy's coach since graduating from
kollege but wanted more time to spend
pith his family,

*“I'vo asked my family to make sacri-
Fices along the way, but it renlly atruck
me that I was really making a mia-
take,” Baker snid. “I wanted to fulfill
fuy role s o parent as much as I could
n such eritical yenrs.

*Ordinarily, at the end of tho season
I'm tired and want some distance from
tho sport. I had been slower to recover
khe passion one noeds to coach, and
khis year it wasn't coming back.”

At tho girls state finals in December,
Bnknr nnd players from Mercy’s state
6hip teama wore honored as

over the Dearborn Blacklawks in the
champlonship game.

Flyers goaltender Andrew Stewart
was named to the all-tourncy team on

route to MVP honors.
In the tournoy opunnr, Stewart
blanked the Wayne Sabres, 3-0,

Bryan Coleman hed a pnlr of goals
in the win, whilo Zagata added ann!.h-
or. Styka, Ryan Vella, Brad Monkin
and Stave Samelko each drew analats.

‘In the second game, the Flyers and
Rosedale products battled to a 1-1
draw as Styka talliod the lone goal
from Moakin ong Jim Kesslor,

e Flyers reached the final with a
5-3 win over the Toledo Bulls as Zaga-
ta scored twice. Dave Giandiletti, Pat
Tultio lnd Menkin also scored zonl.l

part of the new Michigan High School
Athlotic Association program Legands
bf the Game.

"Anywhore you go, evorybody knows
bvho Larry Baker is,” Morcy Athletic
Director Nancy Malinowski said. “I had
R gentleman tell me ‘Basketball and
Marey go hand-in-hand, don't they?' 1
paid, 'Well thut‘l Larry, he bullt this
program.™

Bara Kl is Mies 8
[Farmington Harrison senior Sara
[Kloostarman became the first goal-
koepor to win the award -— the highest
kndividunl honor in girls soccer. The
pward is given each year by the Michi.
pgan High School Soccer Cnuelml Asno-

ntion.

“l think it's ovorybody's :.Ironm- it's

nlways a goal, but you think it's never
going to happen,” Kloostarman said.
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Hawks win state title: Junior Ricky Bryant leaves a Midland Dow defender in his wake as he scares
the winning touchdown for Farmington Harrison in the Class A championship football game,

Coachlng !egond‘ Larry Bakcr
retired after 22 years at Mercy.

“But it did hnppen.”

Kloosterman has moved on to Michi-
gon State where she was the starting
goalie for the Spartans last fall,

She won the Miss Soccer Award
despite the fuct she didn't play for one
of the state’s top teams (the Hawks
wore 7-8-1) and’ wasn't a high-scoring
forward,

*Being in the Western Lakes (Activi-
ties Associntion), Sara was vxposed to o
lot of good teams and conches who are
involved in soccor,” Harrison coach
Glenn Breuhan said.

“She got a chance to show ofl her
abilities; whorens, a goalio like (Livo-
uia) Stovenson's docan’t get that many
chances. I think that might have oven
helped her,

“She desorves to be Miss Soccer.
She's a hard worker and a very skilled
player”

Kloosterman, whe was a four-year
starter in soccer, carned 11 varsity lot-
tera at Harrison, including four in ton-
nia and three in volloyball.

Hawks excol in track and ficld:
Farmington Harrison won five cvents
and the championship of the 27th
A{nnuul Observerland Relays in early

The Hawks registored 87 points to
finish ahead of pre-meot favorite West.
land John Glenn end perennial arca
track powers Plymouth Salem and
Redford-Datroit Catholic Central.

Harrison's Nick Shaich, Wes Mor-
land and Jason Lampinen won tho dis.
cus, Jool Fodor, Sam Ingesulian and

A

Miss Soccer: Sara Kloosterman, who was the startin,
for four years at Harrison High, was named the state

Brent Mackey the high jump. Shaicb
:_md the best individual throw at 159
eet,

Keith Battle, Chris Knox, Jerrard
Johnson and Kevin Woeds, Jason

* Sharp, Moriand combined to win the

800-meter, sprint medley and 400
relays for the Hawks,

Harrison also won a Class A regional
at West Bloomfield in late May.

Shaicb won the discus, Derwin White
the 800 and Battle the 200, Harrison
alao won the 800 and 1,600 relaya.

Tho Hawks took an nbbroviated team
to the Oakland County meet and fin-
ished fifth, Shaicb won tho shot put
and North Farmington's Ryan Kosutic
the pole vault. Kosutic was a regional
champion, too.

Big year for bascball toame: All
three varsity baseball teams in Farm-
ington made headlines and enjoyed a
mensure of success,

Under first-year conch Tim Schafer,
Farmington High captured the WLAA
Lakes Division crown with an 8-2
record.

Tho Falcons swept preseason favorite
North Farmington twice, gaining some
early confidence with a 4.3 victory in
nine innings in early April. Farming-
ton won the May rematch, 11-3,

After an early-season drubbing by
Walled Lake Western, Farmington
Harrison came back to beat the War-
riors, 7-6, in a one-game showdown for
the Western Division title in May

Senfor catcher Aaron Lawson hit a
grand-slam homer, and junior pitcher

11

ng gaal keeper.
s top player:

Zack Cornwell went 3-for-4 with a two-
run homer to clinch the victory.

Harrison then won its second WLAA
chnmplnnshm in three years with a 'l~5
win over Farmington,

When a reporter pointed out that fucl
following the game, Harrison coach
John Herrington’s response was “Hey,
how ‘bout that? A baseball sehool!™ .-

The Hawks backed Cornwell's pitch-
ing with eight hits and capitalized on
10 walks and three errors to win the

North had its revenge in the district
tour beating F: (8-4)
and Harrison (3-1),

Junior Kirk Taylor p:tched & ona-hit-
tor against the Hawks in the finnl
while atriking out 13 and walking no
one. He also produced tho game- wm-
ning hit.

The Raidera defeated Royal Onk
Kimball in the regional, 5-1, behind the
pitching of junior Jeifl Trzoa, who
nig‘ncd with the University of Michigan
in December, but lost to eventunl state
champion Rochester in the finnl, 5.0, |

Schafer was named Observerland
Conch of the Year after lending the Fal:
cons to a 17-10 record, North i'nishpd
at 18-11 and Harrison 19-5.

Banner year for Falcon nomnm
Farmington's girls softbail team uluo
had a big year to equal the eucccsnnl
the baseball program.

Behind the pntchmg and hming,hl‘
acnior Alana Heikkinen, the Falcops
won the Lakes Division and Clase:a

Pie-lo ace YEAR IN REVIEW, Gﬁ




