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“boat band” prizo at the Novi
U.S.AWindsor, Canada Interna-
tional Blues Featival in July.
**Randolph said the gig “is going
to ba cool becauss we're trying to
bréanch out. We're going to start
doing somo traveling.”

The out-of-town shows are in
support of its sophomore effort
*White Bread and Hot Sauce”
(Venture Records) which was
refeased in November.

Foreign upbringing

< Born in Philadelphia, Ran-

dolph moved with his family to
. Brazil while he was in junior
“high school.

- "It was a major influence on
. my playing. It seemed like in

Brazil everybody played an
-instrument. All my friends,
Q) rybody I knew who was a
nftive, all played music,” Ran-
-dafph explained.

s5That was great for me
¥¥ause my carlicst memorics

M“dp unp y from poge E1

“All that had an influcnce on
me. When I went to another

- country, it was like ‘boom.'

Three yonrs later his family
moved back to the Detroit aren
settling in Southfield, His first
year at Southfield High School
Randolph decided he would con-
centrate on the bass.

The relense of “Whito Bread
and Hot Snuce” some 20 yoars
later morked a turning point in
his musical carcer, ho said.

“Thia album was really impor-
tant. ¥ wont back to the guitar to
start writing again,” said Ran-
dolph’ who performed with
Urban Voodoo Juice and Josh
White Jr. before forming Mud-
Puppy. .

Hc began working on “White
Brend and Hot Sauce” ono week
after Mudpuppy was finished
recording its self-titled dobut.
When it camo time to record,
Randolph culled the songs from
“tapes upan tapes upon tapes” of

tars and mandolins, Lorenzo
“Spoons” Brown on vocals and
porcussion, Darryl Piorce on
vocals and drums, and Mark Thi.
bedoau on vocals, piano, organ
and koybonrda,

“And that’s not in & negative
way.”

Framed by the stripped down
“Mudpuppy Part I" and “Mud-
puppy Part 11" “White Brend
and Hot Sauce” includes doshes
of blues, soul, jazz, Cajun and
pop music.

On the album Randolph
growls his way through cavers of
“Simply Beautiful,” “Goin’ Back
to New Orleans,” and “Bloodshot

she said stand there by the car-
ner baby and wait for a spell and
shout out, ‘Hey there mister,
throw some beads over here',”
Randolph ainge. .

Also among the covers on
“White Bread and Hot Saucc” is
the Rolling Stones’ “Brown
Sugar”

“I knew I wanted to have a
strong cover song. I wanted to do
this old Rufus and Chaka Khan
song, but I thought that's a little
too R&B. One day it hit me,
maybe I'd do a Stones song, I was
meeting that night with George
Bednar (tho band's promotions
and publicity person) and he

ted ‘Brown Sugor.’ I told

Eyes” while st g his and
his band’s ability to writo hook-
loden sengs.

The stand-out track, “Beads,”
written by Randolph, featurcs
the author's smooth vacals
wrapped around the twinkling of
an xylophone and an acoustic
guitar. It tolls the story of a visit

him, ‘I was gonnn ask you about
that. It's one of my favorite
songs.’ ™

Later that weckend, two peo-
ple requested the song.

“It was divine intervention. I
wasn't gonna question it.”

Some of the lyrics on “Brown

rowritten to make thera a little
more “politically correct.”

“I didn't know the original
Iyrics until Mark (Pasman) was
nice enough to give them to me.
Most of the parta I changed, I
couldn't understand what ha was
saying anyway” Randolph soid
with a laugh.

As for the album’s title and
song “White Bread and Hot
Sauce,” it's an ode to the cating
habits of drummer/vocalist
Picree.

“Weo were the warm-up and
back-up band to o Jot of the blues
ncts who came to the Holly
Hotel. Every time we played,
Darryl would go into the kitchen
and get white bread and hot
anuce. At the gig we started
chanting ‘white bread and hot
snuce’ so we decided to creato o
song around it,” Randolph said.

The band took it a step further
and is selling speeial Louisinna-
style Mudpuppy hot sauce at its

“1t was just George being
George,” Randolph said of Bed-
nar's idea. *I owe 80 much to
George. He stuck with us and

ured a lot of time and enthusi.
asm into the band.”

Other new meorchandise
includes T-shirts and Mudpuppy
dog tags.

Mudpuppy has already begun
work on ite third CD, but its
biggest goal for 1988 i its “dis.
tribution and getting out there
and touring and playing and
working all those avenues.

“There are people who really
want us te come and play in
Philadelphia, New York and
Chicage, We'vre hoping to go to
Europe next.”

‘The Montrenux Featival in
Montreal and the New Orleans
Jazz and Blues Festival may be
on this summer’s agenda.

*"Wa're trying to get really cool
thinga like that.”
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