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The best
movica of 1997
came in oll
shapes and
sizes, from the
gargantuan
$200 million
“Titanic” to the
intricute, low-
budget beekeep-
er aaga “Ulee’s
Gold.”

Though it was
casy work find-
ing 10 filmsa to

single out, the liat is short tin

fdct nonexistent) when it comes

9 quality movics from overscas.

+This year's list, in no particu-
lar order {except for the first):

‘B8 *Titanic™ = Who would have
thought that the year's best film
would be a disaster movic?
Director James Cameron held
his cpic back from ite original

- wummer release to get all the
details right in the 1912 disaster,
which is vividly recreated here,
with a delightful tif unabashedly
niyppy) love utory to make the
tragedy personal. Don't be sur-
prised when it cops the Oscor.

W “Austin Powers: Internation-
al Man of Myatery” - Mike
Myers' dead-on James Bond
apoof was so funny it wne the
anly movie thia year I wont back
to sce twice. Actually it was more
like two-ond-a-quarter, when you
count the time I snuck out of
scme turkey 1 was supposed to
be reviewing just to nee Austin
use “cross mojonation” to take
down the deadly Fem-Bots in tho
theater next door.

B “When We Were Kinga” - I
know it won the documentary
Oscar last year, but Detroit did-
a't get it unti) February. The eye-
opening account of the Muhom-
mad Ali-George Foreman 1974
“Rumble in the Jungle” proved o
revelntion for those (like myself)
who have only known Ali since
his “The Greatest” days. He was
by far the most captivating per-
gonality on screen last year.

® “The Sweot Herecafter” -
Canadian Atom Egoyan has built
a career out of intense (ofterr pre-
tentious) family melodrama.
This time he gets it right when o
town trics to come to grips with
a school bus accident that clnims

Detroit’s lively

emmssemwm Hoppy Now Year!
BACKSTAGE  As you sip coffee
- PASS and waotch end-

less hours of
football through
eyes so blood-
shot that ~ like
the famed
canals of Mars -
they only hint at
past life, remem-
ber: This is the
lst holiday for a
while. Now we
can get back to
the business of enduring a long,
cald, gray Michigan winter.
Oddly, it's kind of a relief, isn't
it?
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Just as everyhody’s schedule
Bets knocked off kilter by the
bolidays, so hns Backstage: Pass
.bien preempted by specinl pro-
sgtamming for the lust few weeks
sufi Detroit Public Television.
+3¥ith no shows to preview, we've
+goized the opportunity to check
213-with out cxpert contributors
+1¢g:get year-end reviews of the
+theater, clngsical music and film
+3sgnes in Detroit, as well as pre-
sylews for 1998. We hadn't yet
seDecked in with out Art Depart-
+Bgent, so rather than beefing up
wpay life indemnity policy, I called
vglackstage Pass host and Curator
sof Education at Cranbrook Art
+Misscum David Rau.

:Q-Dnvid looked back on a year
ed with strong events, but I
Hi8rced him to choose juet a few
vorites. “One of the highlights
the year was Cranbrook’s
cing In Time’ video exhibition.”
+Great choice. For one of our first-
jer art segments, 1 visited
-anbrook to get a personal tour
the show from David. What a
jvelntion of the power of pro-
fected, moving imoges to work
t just os cinema, but in a sense
I more traditional visual art in
Fyresentation and composition.
Vinteracting with the movement
i $ad wound in those pieces truly
Jeated haunting moments that
e still not forgotten.
:::Duvid said that ‘Being in Time'
wps coming out of sorts for the
sGQranbrook Art Museum, “Not

saply did it announce Cranbrook’s [N

»&actitude of wanting to be a forum
ypPcontemporary art, but tho
salnthusiosm of the public told us
sidint’s what they want, With that
+5n mind, we've actuolly’sched-

‘The yenr at tho Detroit Insti-
+itute of Arts impressed everyone
siin tho art community, and David
siwns no exception. “Tho DIA has

nnounced its renaissanco of
siqorta with a blockbuster ‘Splen-
s.dors of Ancient Egypt,’ which
‘isurpnsased overyonc's expecta-
t+Gone,” Wa covered thia stunning
sigxhibition, teo. Marsha Miro,
nother of our Backstage Pass

veproview from Willinm Peck, the
::DlA‘u Curator of Antiquitics. Tho
;-Fihihit really drove homo the
i4dct_that much of what we have
:I'r;'xm Egypt transcenda artifacts;
140t/s boautiful art of the highest
rigrdor.

1tZ:But 'tho DIA didn't hang their
hnt solely on Egypt, as'David
tGephuined, “At the samo time (as
Splendnra, thny khowed contem.

rt hosts, got o closed-gallory .

porary work such as the textiles-
based installation ‘Changing
Spaces, the second half of which
will premiere early in 19987 OK,
this is one we didn't cover in "97.
But we have plons to cover part
two in January. .

Of course, the biggest chunk of
any ort scene takes place outside
the rarcfied air of o museum.
Artists tough it out on the battle-
field of commerce in the trenches
of the galleries. David reparts
that local artists and galleries
has-a finc year. “The gallery
scene - from Ferndale and Royal
Ounk to Birmingham and Pontiac
- hos been thriving with great
work by Gina Ferrari to Beth
Knttleman to Magdalena
Abpkonovich te John Parker
Glick, to name only a few great
and innovative artists showing
in Detroit.”

Finally, David hos a

1

virtually all of its children. lon
Holm ploys the attorney who
arrives with the promise that
justice wilt be served.

W “Face/Off “ - After the dis-
appointing “Broken Arrow,” Hong
Kong expatriate John Woo hit
his stride. I don'’t know what was
more fun: the mind-blowing
action scenes (one after another)
or the way John Travolta end
Nicolas Cage played off of each
other's personas.

W “Boogic Nights™— [ can't tell
you how many arguments I've
gotten into over this one. First

Any year with two Woodys isn't
all bad, The firat took the maovies'
favorite neurotic New Yorker to
Europe, where he wooed Julia
Roberts (and even sang, along
with equally off-key co-stura
Alan Alda, Goldic Hawn and Tim
Roth). The sccond showed Allen's
nasticr side in the story of a sell-
obsessed short story writer who
irritates fricnds ond lovers by
putting their intimate details
into his fiction. Both showed
Allen at the top of his form.

W “Lost Highway" — David
Lynch, after lying fallow since
“Twin Penks,” came back with a

off, the movie isn't ily
about the porno industry as
much as about lost souls search-
ing for something that resemblea
a family, Sure it draga a bit in
the second half, but this first
major work by 26-yenr-old Paul
‘Thomas Andcrson contains some
of the most alive and sudncious
moviemaking since “Pulp Fie-
tion.”

W “Everyone Says 1 Love You”
and “Deconstructing Harry” -

in this i ally
perplexing thriller, The twe
interwoven stories rarely make
sense, but his “noiry” camera-
work, scttings, and grotesque
performances (especinlly a devil-
ish Robert Blake) were unset-
tling in the same ways that
made “Blue Velvet” the best
movic of the '80s,

B “Utee’s Gold™ — Comeback-of-
the-year storics abounded after
Peter Fonda's depiction of a

Florida beokeeper rejuctantly
caught up in his son’s dirty busi-
ness. Victar Nunez let the story
unree! gradually, giving Fonda
his chance to deliver the one per-
formance thot might rank with
his famous father.

B “Kisscd” - The year's most *

tasteful movie about necrophilia
came from Canada. Here n
young mortuary science student
geta intimate with the corpses,
but (maybe becauso it was
directed by a woman), the movie
is rarely gratuitous, This is the
other one I got in a lot of argu-
ments about, but also the one
movie of the year (next to
“Austin Powers”) that deserves o
cult following.

Movies I also liked: “L.A, Con-
fidential,” “My Best Friend's
Wedding,” “The Edge,” “She’s So
Lovely,” “Irma Vep,” “The
Doytrippers” “The Full Monty,”
“George of the Jungle,” *“Carcer
Girls,” “Seven Yeors in Tibet,”
“Copland,” *In the Company of
Men,” “Gamera: Guardian of the
Universe.”

Titanic’ leads this year’s best movies

Movies I didn't sce {but wish 1
had): “Fast, Cheap and Out of
Control,” “Crash,”*4 Little Girls,”
“In and Out,” “As Good as it
Gets,” “Starship Troopers,”
“Ponette,” “Wings of the Dove,”
“Shall We Dance,” “Onc Night
Stand.”

Movies 1 did nee (but wish I
hadn’t): “The Lost World,” “The
Jackal,” “Midnight in the Garden
of Good and Evil,” “Conspirncy
Theory,” “A Thousand Acres,”
“The Designated Mourner,” and
especially “U-Turn.”

Probably the biggest news in
movies this year was not the
films themselves, but where to
see them. The opening of the
Stor Southficld has spoiled me
from sceing movies anywhere
else (including the others Stars).
The stadium seating, gargantu-
an screens, and superior sound
make this THE place to get the
full effect of a movie like “Titari-

ic. ..

John Monoghan welcomes
your calls and commenta. To
leave John a voice mail message,
dial (313) 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866.

art scene completes gdod year.

embark on 1998. “Resolution:
Sce morce Art] And if the apirit
moves you, buy. If everyene
bougnt a work of art this year,
the art market would do very
well.” Good point. And it's not
just the artists and gallerics who
benefit from these transactions.
The purchaser, the community,
even the general flavor of the
karma in the air all benefit when
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into opportunities,
and build a

WICKETT

“A New Level of Success”
Wednesdays. January 7,14, 218 28 - .00 & 2:30 p.m.
Nationally known corporate and perseonal
development trainer and speaker,

Michael Wickett will provide powerful tools
to create an exciting life vision, turn obstacles

powerful positive expectation.
Suggested donation: 16

Audio cassoftes of thesa preseniations aro avaitable In The Storo or
by eatting the Church of Today at (810} ISO-JU§0A

p-resents:

develop a can-do attitude

(810) 753-305

Church ot Today
11200 East Eloven Mile Road =
‘Warren, Ml 48089 “
ax (810) 7587240 as- i ol
Tolovislon 7:00 3.m. « WKBD Channel 0 >
www.churchofioday.com -

we support our artists. It's an
interesting paradox: nrt is a lux-
ury — nobody needs it to survive.
Yet societies do need art and cul-
ture in order to thrive.
Don't agrec? Name onc excep-
tion.

Anyway, now that we've gotten
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AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE
24366 Grand River
{3 blocks W, of T )
OPEN7DAYS  312)837.14%0
LT N S—
$3.29 it
FAX YOUR ORDERS

FREE
BANQUET ROOM
AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES,
SHOWERS, WEODINGS, ETC.

> OFF
DINNER
Buy 1 dioer,
2n0 moa! of equal or
fasser value 172 price.
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reviews and previews from our
contributors, it's time to get to
the business aof launching our
second cnlendar year of Back-
stage Pasa on Detroit Public
Television. For the new year,
we're moving to a new time slot,
Thursday at midnight with a

rebrondcast on Friday at 7:30
p.m. We have a nice chunk of
shows before our next break, so
you can get in the habit tuning
us in 80 we can tune you into
Detroit's visual and performing
arts.

Nobody played
the blues guitar
like the late
Jaguar Dupree,
the only man
everto “out-lick”
the supernatural
trickster Marvell
Thunder.

Years later
‘Thunder returns
tochallenge
Dupree's talented
gultar-playing
<children to the
culting contest

of their lives!

For tickets call
Meadow Brook
Box Offlce
{248) 377-3300
Ticketmaster
(‘(248) 6456666 ®
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DETROIT HOCKEY GREAT
& HALL OF FAMER

SAT,, JAN, 3RD « 1PM - 3PM
$7.00 ANY ITEM

FORMER HOCKEY STAR &
4.TIME STANLEY CUP CHAMPION

BBY
BAUN

SUN,, JAN.4TH - 1PM - 3PM
$3.00 ANY ITEM-

SPORTS CARDS » COMICS » MEMORABILIA « SUPPLIES & MORE!
ADMISSION ONLY $2.00 PER CARLOADI ==

w4 1.75-5 EUREKA RD'
(EXIT 36) TAYLOR
.~ 313:287-2000




