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Year in review

Much remains

ot of activity. Little resolved. That's the
snapshot history of Michigan in 1897, The
roblems we wrestled with in the past 12
months will be with us again in 1998.

‘The lone exception may be the atate High
School Profi -y Test. Tho Legisk , to its
bipartisan credit, stuck with the principle that
we need to mensure what kids really learn in
school, not just how many credit hours they
acéumulated in class,

Lawmakers resisted the local control
zealots who wanted no state standards what-
soever, Instead of junking statewide testa in
math, communication skilla and seience, law-
makers fine-tuned the existing system, cutting
the length, picking a more rational time in the
senior year, changing the marking system and

iring that in-stat hers grade the
essay portions. Good job.

On other matters, however, Michigan made
unateady progress.

Special education

The state Supreme Court settled the 17-
year-old lawsuit of mostly suburban school
districts that had been shorted on state aid for
special education, The Legislature dutifully
found ways to pay off more than $1 billion to
both plaintiffs and other possible claimants.

In 1998, lawmakers should face the rest of
the problem: the cancerous growth in special
education. One student in every eight is in
specinl ed, and the numbers are growing even
as the total school population declines, Costs
are growing faster than the ability of taxpay-
ers to keep up.

There's a great suspicion that many par-
ents are insiating on special ed not because
their kids need it but because the parents
want the kids to have extra attention. Not

. fair,

Tuition

Public colleges and universities are getting
the message about putting a lid on tuition
increases, But Lansing so for has failed to
come up with a funding formuta for universi-
ties, Oakland University, in particular, has

_ been stifled.

Two-thirds of the House will turn over in

.. 1999 as term limits kick in. The newcomers.
" will lack the historical perspective needed to

. fund higher education, and the appropriations
*; process could degencrate into turf wars. The

% job of formulating a formula can best be done

¢ by the current crop of experienced lawmnkers.
“Doit.

. Charter school scandals

some
P were
in a big rush to have universities charter as

A few years ngo, Gov. John Engler and
) ing “market” i

" many public achool academics as possible.

Those who were suspicious of the charter.

- ing movement turned out to be right. There
. are patterns of nepotism in administration,
> funny deals over rents and renovations, a cav-

alicr attitude toward open meetings, short-

. comings in the aren of hiring certified teach-
* ers, and many dismal test scores.

The Legislature and State Board of Educa-
tion need to think not of taking over existing

* public school districts but of shutting down a

fair proportion of the weaker charter acade-
mics.. Wise up.
Vouchers

At the moment, the forces that would turn
public school funding back to the 18th century

- are dormant. They’re not openly pushing their

reactionary proposal to pay state tax money to
private and parochial schools.

Instead, they aro talking about tax credit
gimmicks that would bo in offect “tax expendi-
tures” for nonpublic schools, The 1998 group
of money-seekers is much slicker than the

to do in 1998

1970 group that lost the parochiaid fight. Be
wary.
Quality of life

Land-use planners’ dire predictions are
coming true, Wo see it in rural southern
Michigan, where sprawling housing depends
on ground water with naturally occurring
arsenie rather than city supplics. We sce it as
commuters waste hours and fuel getting off
freewnys onto two-lane roads. Wo see it as
farmland that used to produce fresh fruits and
vegotables is paved over, and we import less
fresh food from greater distances.

The Michigan Supreme Court in 1998 ia
due to decide a major wetlands case arising in
Oakland County. A decision for the develop-
ment company could spell doom for our wet-
lands laws. If the stata loscs, lawmakers
must revive the canservation ethic that made
Michigan a pioncer in saving Mother Nature.
Get ready. .

Roads

Wo didn’t solve the cmbarrassing bad roada
problem when we began paying four cents
more per gollon lost August. The Engler
administration still wants to take over 9,000
more miles of county and local roads, Unfortu-
nataly, the administration has hardly tried to
justify its scheme. Wayne County and local
officials remain cxtremely suspicious, as they
have a duty to be. .

The Michigan Department of Transporta-
tion musat answer all sorts of questions about
traffic control, drains, previous investments in
cquipment, curb cuts and maintenance levels
before it “rationalizes” road control. Spenk up.

Death

Few peoplo are impressed with the work
and conscience of Dr. Jack Kevorkian, who
has assisted many dozens of suicides. Part of
the state wants a tough law to outlaw any-
thing resembling assisted suicide; juries, how-
ever, won't convict; prosecutors are tired of
losing, as the 1996 Oankland County primary
showed.

Another part of the state wants 0 more
rational, systematic approach to allowing
physician-assisted death as o means of pain
control. That group is secking to put a propos-
al on the 1998 ballot.

‘Whatever one’s personal view, we all can
support the approach known as “pain manage-
ment” — medical education, avenues for doc-
tors to administer relief to the terminally ill
without running afoul of liability laws. The

hword should be: “ ionate care.”

650 Lifer

The state Senate has produced a bill modi-
fying Michigan's harshest-in-the-nation law
mandating life (or, if you will, death) in prison
even for first-time drug dealers, Unfortunate-
ly, the Senate reform bill follows a bad pattern
of giving more and more discretion to police
and prosceutors anc not enough to judges. The

House has a duty: Fix it.
Elections

‘We have too many in general. We have too
many ity special clections on

money issues. We have too low voter turnouts.
The Legislature needs to confine voting to four
uniform dates per year, Meanwhile, citizens .
need to remember their prime right and duty:
to vate.

Primary

Somo Wayne County politicos are looking to
establish an “open” primary that would allow
voters to eplit their tickets, but for county
offices only. No one has explained what is so
special about county government that
crossover voting should be allowed in county
primaries, Forget it,
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Ice time: Many young skaters are sgending their spare time at the Farmington
Hills Ice Arena, which does brisk business when
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ids are home for the holidays.
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Fight anti-Christian bias

The recent shooting rampage by an atlieist
against Christian children in Paducah,
Ky., High School is simply the continuance of
hate crimes ngainst Christians that is becom-
ing more prevalent in our country.

Certainly, it is not politically correct to view
Christians as a group who deserves legal pro-
tection. “You can't legislate morality” is the
chant of liberal groups as they push their lib-
eral morals onto us all. What they really mean
is that Christian citizens do not have the same
rights to engoge in the political process as lib-
erala do because the morals that Christians
hold are not politically correct.

Unfortunately the mainstream media,
including the nows and entertainment (Holly-
wood) media, perpetuate this anti-Christian
bigotry by their powerful, perauasive monop-
oly of all information that reaches the general
public. With anti-Christian sentiment viewed
as the “n™ way to be, and Christian sentiment
touted as the enemy of what is “in,” it is no
wonder that violent acts like this one, and the
burning of churches in the South, are increas-
ingly common.

In 1996 alone, 160,000 Christians were
killed, imprisoned, and enslaved ail around
the world. A major offender in this area is
China, who imprisons Christians who meet in
their homes. And yet China still holds its
“most favored nation status,” In fact, when
China’s dictator visited the United States, our

nation status instead, sends a very deadly
measoge about the value of the lives, and
rights of Christians around the world, and in
our own country. .
The atmosphere of anti-Chriatian bigotry is
threatening the civil rights, and most impor-
tantly the lives of Christians in aur own coun- *

The horrifying murders of those young
Christian girls in Kentucky and the church
burnings in the south are destined to be
rep d if ig is allowed to continue,
How many lives will it take before the main-
stream media and groups like the ACLU will
cease to perpetuate anti-Christian hatred?

How long before our government will acknowl-
cedge that this bigotry exists and will move to
protect the lives of its Christian citizens?

Isn't it time that we as a country acknowl-
edge that the freedom of religion is a right
that should be protected, and not continually
whittled away by those that mold popular sen-
timent? |

Gena Gilannuzzi
Westland

U-M policy divisive

No black nor Hispanic may be denicd enroll-
ment in Michigan colleges because of his
ethnicity, color, or cultural background.
‘Whites may be denied and have been system- -
atically denied enrollment at the University of
Michigan t of their color, their cultural

own gov pt us. from
being able to protest China’s human rights
abuses within the sight of him. He even
opened the U.S. steck exchange. How ridicu-
lous.

Oppressed Chinese Christians have fled to
the U.S. with evidence of police warrants, and
death orders on their lives and yet the U.S.
State Department continues to deny them
political asylum in our country, refusing to
acknowledge the oppression of Chinese Chris-
tians as relevant. Our country sends these
people back to China, quite often to their
deatha.

When South Africa had a policy of oppress-
ing blacks with the system of apartheid, the
U.S. boycotted them, bringing down the racist
regime, and bringing in a new time in which
the black rights activist Nelson Mandela was
cven able to becoma South Africa’s president.

Aren't the lives of Christinns important
enough to take a national atand against coun-
trics like China? Granting them most-favored

background. Asian-Americans have also been
denied seats at the University of Michigan
becnuse, and only because, they were of the
wrorg race or ethnicity,

Many of the aZministrators and instructors
at the University of Michigan who ck i
the divisive and racist policy of negative reac-
tion (affirmative action) do not belong at their
present posts. How can any of them really
belicve it is just and reasonable to refuse
enrollment to students who have better cre.
dentials than some who are admitted?

1f a less qualified appli to Michigan be
denied admission, he is free to apply at anot|
er institution. No student is denied a college
education today.

Neil Goodbred
Livonin
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