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Sales lesson
Fund-raisers can be draining

folks bought from the school fund-raiser

is probably finished or put away for next
year; thosa candics they bought from studenta
ara reduced to a drop in the holiday calorie
bucket,

But if you thought the Farmington school
board's decision Jast month to push fund-rais-
ing out of the classroom will put an end to
such money-making efforts, don't bet on it. It's
an interesting idea, but it won't happen.

Anyaone with children or relativea/friends
who have children knows that these achool
kids regularly get used as money-making tools
by any number of very worthwhile groups
through the schools. It ien't going to end ~it's
just going underground.

Ono emmple is Jump Rope for Heart, a

that
to do some cardiovascular jump mpe, mves
them heart healthy information and raises
money for the American Heart Association at
the same time. (Parents know the real reason
that kids like this event is that they can “win”
prizes like water bottles or T-shirts by gotting
a certain amount of donations.)

It's casy to see how this bit of healthy com- |
petition can add peer pressure on those who
don't want to or can'’t participate, Maybe their
parents already give hundreds of dollars to
the American Heart Association or they forbid

T he last of the holiday gift wrap many

their children to beg off family, friends and
noighbors. Kids shouldn't be put in a situation
of being singled out or made to feel uncomfort-
able during the school day for not participat-
ing or donating, especially if it's a First
Amendment issue. On tho other hand, you
could argue that students go to school to learn
and being singled out is always a learning
experience.

Under thia new policy, teachers and school
andministrators are being asked to get atudents
to participats either before or after school or
by sending information home. The policy will
definitely make it tougher on the teachers and
staff by forcing them to follow new rules,
while theoretically freeing up some clase time.

In many cases, the unintended result will
be to decrease the funds raised, such as money
used by PTAs, sports or music boosters, or the
good done by groups, such as Goodfellows
through the holiday collections. And that is
unfortunate. ORen, the school-based efforts
can make or break, say, a band’s trip overseas
or effarts to feed moro needy peoplo.

Helping youngsters become caring, respon-
gible citizens is a worthy goal for the schools.
But forcing kids into the ever-growing number
of fund-raising efforts, whether set up before
or during class, certainly isn't the only way to

accomplish that mission.

‘Tough new laws’ talk is cheap

ichigan’s prisons are like Pac-Man in the
video game which incessantly consumes
ather creatures.

Under the last two governors, the Correc-
tions Department has quintupled its budget to
$1.3 billion. Now, with ita prisons overflowing
at the 40,000 mark, Michigan is exporting
prisoners to other states. Stato officials talk of
building five more prisons that will cost
$18,000 to $40,000 per inmate to run,

So what has been the Legislature's
response? No one proposes more taxes to pay
for new prisons. Instead, lawmakers sit up at
night around the kitchen table inventing new
crimes and longer punishments, to warchouse
more offenders for ever-longer periods of time.
The most common term in their news releases
isn't "efficiency” or “taxpayers” or “kids” but
“tough new laws.”

Consider n state Senate news release:

B “Tough law against those who prey on
victims by impersonating utility workers,”
sponsored by Sen. Loren Bennett, R-Canton,
signed by Gov. John Engler.

W “Sentencing guidelines,” generally high-
er — Sen. William VanRegenmorter, R-Jeni-
son passed by the Senate.

d truth-i
all convxctcd felons to serve at lcust thmr min-
imum no reducti
for ‘good behavior’; longer stuyn far bad behav-
ior” ~ VanRegenmorter; passed Senate.

% “Andre's law — provides option of capital
punishment for a person convicted of raping
and killing a child” — constitutional amend-
ment proposed by Sen. Joel Gougeon, R-Bay
City; no Senate action.

W Ban on assisted suicide -Vuchgen-
morter; passed Senate.

A big gamo in Lansing sheuld be called .
Crimo of the Month. The idea is to create spe-
cial categories within a crimo forspecial class. .
ea of victims, It's like the Old World caste sys-
tem where you get two yeara for hitting a per-
coived nobleman and one yoar for a peasant,

It started with the 1987 Dotroit riots when
lawmakers proposed the death penalty for
killing police and firemen. The next step was a

specinl category called “cthnic hate™ erimes,
where isk would be ent d if you
nttacked someone from another ethnic group.

In recent years, there have been bills to
enhance puxushmem.s for killing senior cm-
zens, then for carjacking, then one prohib
parole for a carjacker (Rep. Eileen DeHurt. D-
Westland), then for hurting pregnant women,
then for more adult trials (and prison sen-
tences) for minora.

This year, sensing that teachera’ union
bashing had gone too far, senators produced
bills for extra pumshmeula for assaulting a
teacher.

Moving traffic violations are bad, but they
get enhanced fines if you speed in a highway
construction zone.

The most recent entry came during the
Christmas holidnys when public service ads
targeted drunk drivers, Rep. Andrew
Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills, didn’t even
have a bill in draft form before he announced
he would seek doubled penglties for drunken
drivers with kids in the vehicle,

Assaulting anyone is bad, but there would
be a separate crime for assaulting a Correc-
tions officer (Rep. Frank Fitzgerald, R-Grand
Ledge).

Rep. Penny Crissman, R-Rochester, has two
bills to allow garnishment and attachment of
the institutional accounts of jail prisoners and
Corrections inmates,

Rep. (now Sen.) David Jaye, R-Macomb, is
seeking chemical castration of sex offenders as
a condition of pardle.

Most of the bills amount to pandering to
public fears. Nearly all would crowd prisons
even more, Absolutely all would take stato
money (after 24 tax cuts sinco 1991) away
from colleges, achools, natural resources, safe-
ty inspections, health care and adopti
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Hall monitors don’t help

ho are these men walking through our
halis, who are these men invading our
peace, and who are these men mtentwnnlly

8? Theae lled hatl it
are aupposcdly wnlkmg thmugh our halls,
What is

d

mnlly hnppcnmg i that good kids are

Not only that: A tow truck was called, and
aftor it arrived, the officer drove me home as
well.

This is the human face of“:nmmumty polic-
ing,” and was much appreciated.

Again, thank you!

John M. Patrick
Farmington Hills

of things they aren’t doing. We are told that
hall monitors are there to protect our achool,
but there is a thing called overprotection when
every time wo turn around, they are right in
our face, We have no privacy, we get constant-
ly harassed and are asked, *“What are you
doing here?” in our own achool.

These hall monitors are supposed to pre-
vent fights, drinking/drug use, and skippers
throughout our school. It atill seems to be the
same, Kids still skip when a class they don't
like comes up. Kids still fight, only now it's out
of school. Kids still come to school drunk and
high. I know this is true because I've seen it.

I have asked other kids what they thought
about hall monitors. Most think that hall
monitors are “being paid to walk around the
school and look at people.” Another said, “It’s
an insult to be treated liko a 2-year-old in my
own school, having to be supervised. I mean,
who do these people think we are?” I think
that they pick on kids to hassle so it looks like
they are doing their job. One day I was going
to my locker during my own lunch period to
get o book g0 1 could study for a quiz. The offi-
cer said to me, “What are you doing here?
You're not supposed to be here,” and told me
in a threatening way, “never do this again.”
Excuse me, do what ngain — get my book so I
can study?ll! I thought that's the reason I was
in schooll

1 feel strongly that the only way a good
healthy school system works is by having a
zero tolerance rule for these problems at our
school. Treating everyone like a criminal
accomplishes very little. A zero tolerance rule
for ekippers, fighters, and users would mean
that those caught doing these things would be
expelled for the rest of the semester. If kids
knew that something this drastic would hap-
pen to them, then they would think twice
about doing these things. I'm tired of fecling
that I have to defend mysclf to hall monitors
especially when I mind my own buainess and
try to live by the rules of the school. School
should provide a comfortable environment. I
should be able to have a positive feeling about
being in school, This is pretty hard to do when
hall monitors arc around spying on ua.

Jonathon Knmbouris
Northville

There’s no end.

Don't be suckered by the “tough new laws™
slogan aimed at your interest group. 'l'lmy are
talk, and talk is cheap.

Lawmakers need to dream up more reapon-
sible ways to deal with criminals.

THE PAGES

This week In hlstory as reported in- past
editions of the Farmington Observer end the
Farmington Enterprise. .

40 YEARS AGO ~ N D, uu(mm:)

llowed an all-night hamburger stand or
restaurant which might be even more objec-
tionablo.
2 YEARS AQO ~ JAN. 8, 1988
A Fnrmingtou Hilla man was charged with

Farmington approved hiring pl con- on 11 1d boy. Ini-
' sitltants to work on a major atudy of down- tally, Farmi Hills lwo Tioved the
town, with major upcoming plans including 80-year-old man was lunng young boys
paving some downtown streets with . h the I He was later found
and building a second offstreet parking area.” guilty.
Signatures from 574 ¥ in the Fomington Hill' chances of stopping a
Bcl Ain: lubdivuwn w;: lhhd on peutiom posed C T hip waste water
d lane bowling alley plant’s efffuent were hingingon a
proposed on w‘ﬂnﬁ“'m"‘h oftheBel- | thragtaned specios of fsh called the redsido
 Aire shopping center. A - dace, according to n Inwsuit, The waste water
d the though theb T8 | would have flowed through the Fnrmingtnna
| that (he current mlnc wmlld bnw Jto u,. Rouge River.

Thanks for help

wish to publicly thank the Farmington Hilla

police officer who drove my elderly mother
home after my car broke down on the dark
and rainy ¢vening of December 22,

Do lawmakers distrust us?

o n Dee. 4, the Michigan Senate voted down
a proposal by Senator Gary Peters that
would have placed the issuo of assisted suicide
on the ballot in the November general elec-
tion, If passed, the people of Michigan would
have bcen responsible for makmg one of the
most defining and ofa
generation, Regardlesa of your views on the
issue of assisted suicide, this is too important
of a decision to leave in the hands of politi-
cians who are more conmmed about pohtu:nl

ing for the
or personal political agendas. This issue
should be our decision as an electorate to
make, It should be ours to discuea at bowling
alleys, ot Tupperware parties, around the
water cooler, at our churches and synagogues,
at town hall meetings and most importantly,
with family members.

Do the Senators who voted to deny us one
our most cherished rights lack trust in the
competence of the voters in Michigan? Do they
think we will not reach into the depths of their
souls and vote our true convictions on this
important issue or was this deninl granted
because of political pressure from certain spe-
cial interests groups.

If this was a denial due to lack of faith in
the clectorate, then these elected officials
deserve to be removed from office November.
This is a clear sign they no longer believe in
the system they have becn elected and sworn
to uphold and defend. If this was a denial
because of preasure from special intereats,
even more reason to have a public referen-
dum. It shows our elected officials are cither
willing to prostitute themselves or too feeble
to vote their conscience.

‘What's even more disturbing and sad about
this important debate is our representative in
the Senate, Senator Willia Bullard was absent
and didn't vote. This is the second major issue
in under nine months that directly affects the
people of his district and the second timo he's
been AWOL, Once is forgivable, twice is intol-
erablo, He owes the people of the 16th District
an explanation.

If you are as disturbed about this as I am,
call his office toll free (888) 736-2855. If he’s
unwilling to be there for us when his vote
really matters, why should we be there for
him in November when our votes are impor-
tant to him?

Stephen Dibert
Farmington Hills
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OUR MISSION: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about communlty Jjournalism

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger

P They ider th to be

independent from the atoriea and communities they cover, swooping in to write the unusual or
sensational and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard ourselves as both accurate
Jjournalists and as caring citizens of the communitics where we work.”

— Philip Power




