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ueen says
thanks to two
communities

I would liko to say thank you to the

8 Home and fire safe
his forte as a former
fighter launches a new

career in video production.

BY MARY RODRIQUE
STAYY WHITER

As a membor of the
Farmington Hills Fire
Department for seven
years, John Zylka
taught community
classes on fire safoty, first aid and
CFR, and 2 popular babysitting course
ho developed on his own.

“I loved public education. There s a
longing out thore for safoty informa-
tion,” said Zylka, who left the force last
year to launch SafetyTech, a home'

many people who have touched my
life these past fow yonrs. Being

);
Hills on July 9, 1997 gave me the
chance to not only give back to the two
cummunitma whnt they gavo to mo

my
but to help enrich those programs
alveady in existence,

During the past four months I have
been buuy promoting my platform
which is vory near and dear to my
heart, Creutw:ty, achievement, nnd

theatro

or CAT ls a tounng arta education
program I began last year. My goal is
to educate studonts in grades K-12
about the benefits they will receive
from arts education. By actively
involving studenta in theatre tech-
niques they are able to experienco the
benefits they'll derive from this practi-
cal application, and to relate to how
theso ekills can be channeled into
their academic studies,

I'd liko to thank Dunckel Middle
School’s choral program, East Middle
School's 0.M. Team and Lanigan Ele-
mentary for allowing me the opportu-
nity to present my program,

DMu;ing this ﬁrst qunrtox' of my mlgn
as

of his P hip home,

Since last summer, o hos produced
a sorics of threo videos: Home Emer-
gencies, Snfe Babysitting, and Making
Your Home Safe for Children. They
aro available in both Farmington pub-
lic libraries and can be purchased sop-
srately or as a set. Twa more videos
aro in the works for release later thia
year.

The next one, Fire Smart, tha Ulti-
mate Lesson, will feature a controlled
house - burning in Farmington Hills to
be conducted in late Fobruary or
March.

"Chief (Richard) Marinucei has been
a huge help,” Zylka said.

Tho video will focus on every aspect
of a house fire, from the actual burn-
ing, to the emotional impact on the
fimnily, to rehabilitation of burn victima
at the University of Michigan Bura
Center.

Zylka's own experience as a firefight-
er has shown him how many house
fires can be avoided.

“People underestimate how neces-
sary smoke detectors are,” ho said. I
suggest one in aevery room, especially in

besides promoting my platform Ivo

Pleaso soo CHAT ROOM, B2

where child, sleop,
But he warns that they can cause o
false sense of security,
“I've been in houso fires where the

safety busmena, which ho operates out |8 :
h T
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Home office: John Zylka reviews rough footage from a controlled house burning, part of which is
included in his videotape on fire safety. The former Farmington Hills firefighter launched a video

production company last year.

homeowner had working smoke dotec-
tors but the sensing unit was clogged "

with apider webs or insects,” he said.
“The test button works when pressed,
but the sensor may not detect smoke if
it's clogged. Vacuum it,”

Zylka recommends changing smoke
detector batteries annually, or buy the
new 10 year lithium batteries. He says
detectors are only good for 10 yoars
anyway. er a décade, throw them
out and buy new ones.

“What I encountered most on emer-
gency runs was the attitude that ‘It
can't happen to me.’ In many cases,
tha fires could've been minimized or
provented.”

For instance, o pot burning on a
stave could be extinguished by simply
turning off the stove, Grabbing a hot
pat will result in burned hands and
poasibly spreading the fire to the
kitchen floor, His tipa: kecp small
appliances unplugged when not in use,

plan a good cscape route in case of fire,
and go over it with all family members.

“Kida are usually better at this than
aduits. They're great safety learners,”
he said,

Zylka's oldest daughter, ll-yem;-old
Deanna, reminded him to check the
small appliances recently and he was
surprised to find a plugged in hot ghie
gun in the basement.

Another big issuc is carbon monoxide

Pleaso see VIDEQS, B2
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China £ & Gifts

‘TAKE AN-ADDITIONAL 20% OFF
HESLOP’S EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
ON SELECT DINNERWARE, FLATWARE,

ineatock tabletop merchandise in

Michigan. Choose from among.
such famaus names as Atlantls,
Block, Christian Dior, Cristal
1.G. Durand, Dansk, Fitz
and Floyd, Gothsm,
Lenax, Mikasa, Nikko,
Notitake, Oneida,
Pickard, Reed &
Barion, Rosenthal,
Royal Doultan, Rayal
Worcester, Sasakl,

Spode, Towle, and

Villeroy & Boch.

Sala ls not In addition (0
 arry other rake and does not Py
Include previousty marked down

merchandise. Normal exchesions spply.

Plexse ask 8 salespeesan for detalls.

Heslop's brings you the largest selection of

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8-SUNDAY, JANUARY 11

" “Secret Garden”
by Nikko

wants you to try living with us for
three months. Risk free. And if you're
not completely satisfied, you are
under no obligation to stay.

We are an assisted living residence

that offers seniors just the help

they need and the support they want to continue to lead independent,

b}
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(J_/%w‘s this for a new lease on senior living?

ManorCare Health Services
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. New Location! §1.Clalr Shores
21420 Mack Ave. « (810) 778-6142
mﬂ\ of Elghl Mlie Rd.;
(Ford Rd.

bomon Inkster and Beoch
ovl, Movi Ya«n Conm « (248) 34

1 Rochester, Meodowbrook Village Mall
(248) 3760823

ights, The his + (SIJ) 274-8200

. Sterting Hbighta, Eastiaka Cammcns + (810) 247-8111

On cerner of Holl Rd. end Mms
 Oakiand Mall » (248) 58

West Bloomfleld, Orc

{Orchard Lake ond 15 Milo)

OUTSTATE:
(On Eison

Sorchnaan - (uu) 737-8080

Anny sz.co!onnado + (734} 761-1002
howor Pxwy., wost of Briarwood Mall}
Broton Visoga Mall « (818) 957-2145
Opongnndaﬁ

{Breton Rd. ond Burton Rd.)
Okemos, Merician Mall + (517) 3494008

To learn more about our three
month trial lease, call us, or

send in the coupon. The only

to make is to yoursell,

meaningful lives. And we have lots of activities to help keep life full.
And we.also offer skilled nursing. So if your needs change, more

intensive care can be provided in the same caring environment,

Call 248-661-1700
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ManorCare

Health Services™
6950 Farmington Road

980 Farmington Hoad = W Hloomtichl, MY 48422
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