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If winter should return, here are tips for ice fishing

The recent
January thaw
has  wreaked
havoc on south-
castern Michi-
gan lakes os ice
fishing has come
to a halt. There
is currently no
safe ice in the
arca. In fact,
most lakes sport
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BILL
open water,
Winter will ﬂ

inevitably

return and the local lakes will,
hopefully, freeze solid ennugh 80
the ice fishing opportunities will
return. When winter reappears
don't be 80 anxious to get out on
the ico that you throw caution to
the wind,

Here are o few safoty tips to
remember when contemplating a
trip out on the ice;

@ Always check ice conditiona
before venturing out.

@ The beat ice is hard, blue ice,
When ice has a gray or whitish
tint to it or is full of bubblea and

air pockets it's amart to stay on

shore.

8 Ico thickness can sometimes
bo misleading. Thin ico up to
three inches that hae frozen
solid and remaina frozen can
often bo aafer than five or six
inchos of ice than has frozen,
thawed and frozen ngoin. Ico
that is soft or mushy, or tends to
give way when weight is placed
on it, should be avoided.

B Be aware of ice-covered
rivers and river mouths. Moving
water will keep ico from freezing
and leave many rivers and river
mouths unsafe.

B Sunny warm weather can
woaken safe ice during the
course of the afternoon 8o be
sure to periodically check the ico
if you stay out far an extended
period of time. Look for puddles
forming on top of the ice and
watch to see if the ice is begin-
ning to bend or bow in the arca
in which you are fishing.

M If you fall through stay calm
and call for help. Try to pull
yourself out in the direction you

ARCHERY

SUNIOR OLYMPICS

‘The Onkland County Sportsman
Club in Clarkston offers a Junior
Olympic Archery D

grade level or higher will learn
the winter constellations during
this two-hour indoor program,
which begins at 1 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 12, at Indian Springs.
There is o $1 fee per child, pre-

Program beginning at 1 p.m. on
Sundnys. Call (810) 623-0444 for
more {nformation.

JUNIOR ARCHERS

A wecekly program for junior
archerd begins at 9 a.m. Satur-
days at Detroit Archers in West
Bloomfield. Call (248) 661~9810

is Partici-
pants should bring a light col-
ored T-shirt.

COUNTY PARKS

COUNTY PARX REQ“IRIMENTB
Advanced registration is
ired for all nature

or {313) 835-2110 for
information.

. E—————
METROPARKS
METROPARK REQUIREMENTS
Most Motropark programs ore
free while some requxm a nomi-

at Onkland County Parks, Calt
{810) 625-6473 to register or for
more information.
SUNDAY SNOWSHOES
Explore winter wonders on
hoes during this

which beginaat 10 a.m.and -
ngain at 2 p.m. Sundoy, Jan. 18,

Ind d Oaks.

nal fee. Ad

and a motor vch\cln permit are
required for all programs. Call
the respective parks, toll free:
Stony Creck, 1-800-477-7756;
Indinn Springs, 1-800-477-3192;
Kensington, 1-800-477-3178.
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TUNING YOUR TOT INTO WINTER
A nature program for children
ages 3-6 including a hike, sto-
ries, anacks, crafts and more will
be offered at 10 a.m.,, 11:45 a.m.,
1 p.m, and 2:45 p.m, on Wednes-
day and Thursday, Jan. 21 and
22, at Independence Oaks. The

SPONSOCRED

came from. Extend your arms to
keep your head above the water
and kick with your foet. Try to
roll out of tho holc and use
spikes or ico ereopers if you have
them to help you grip the ice.
When you get out of the water
roll well away from the hole
before standing up. Remember,
the added weight of the water on
your clothes will make you heav-
ier and prone to breaking
through again, 80 don't try to
stand up immediately.

B Shed your wot clothes for
dry ones as soon as possiblo
since hypothermia can begin to
take hold in na little as four min-
utea.

& If you're with someone who
falls through the ice throw them
a rope, pole, ladder, hose, jacket
or anything available. Do not, by
any means, run out to the hole
and try to pull someone out,

W Consider purchasing a fish-
ing jacket with a8 personal flota-
tion device built into it.

M Be sure to carry, crecpers or
apikes in your pockets so they

are available if you do fall
through.

B Koep a rope, hose or lifo sav-
ing device handy if you live on o
lake or plan to spend time on a
lake.

M Finally, trent nll ico as lfﬂ.n

sion. "Over half tho accidonts
and at least one of the fatalities
were clearly the result of actions
which constituted violations of
law or safety rules.”

A quick look at the accidenta
scems to undcrhr:o '.hnt'ﬁ):f.

unsafe. Don't cross
ice without first checking it out.

Keep theso eafety precautions
in mind when the ice returns
and have a fun, safe, succesaful
ico fishing season.

Deer season 2nd safest

The 1997 fircarms deer soa-
son, which saw nearly 760,000
hunters take to the field, was the
second zafest on record according
to the Michigan Department of
Natural Resourees Law Enforce-
ment officials, There were 27
hunting sceidents in the 1996
season, including two fatals.
Last year wasa the safest season
on record with a total of 16 acei-
dents and ono fatal.

“Firearma deer season remains
a safe recreational pursuit, due
to the succcasful offorts of
hunter safety education in
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o Autograply opportintitios
o & baseball video arcade
* Kids activily area
® Hn interdctive
o [ustritctional clinics

o Spectal Grest seminars

A Tiger muscrm display

o Natioual Authem auditions

25% aff select Tiger merehandise

o Opportunily to purchase
seasenr and group) tickets

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24
10 AM - 4 PM, COBO ARENA AND HALL

TICKETYS JUST 55
AYAILABLE AT THE JOE LOIS ARENA BOX OFFICE,
ANY TICKETMASTER OUTLET,
OR {ALL 248-25-TIGER

witr,

program will be offered again at
1 pm. and at 2:45 p.m, on Satur-
day, Jan. 24,

OWL PROWL

Learn about the diferent kinds of’
owls found in Michigan then
take o hike to hear some reai-
dent awls during this program,
which begins at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 24, at Independence Qaka,

STATE PARKS

STATE PARX REQUIREMENTS

A state park motor vehicle per-
mit is required for entry into all
state parks and state recreation
areas. For registration and addi-
tional information on the pro-
grams at Maybury call (810)
349.-8390.For programs at Bald
Mountain call (810) 693-6767.
For programa at Proud Lake and
Highland call (810) 685-2433.
For programs ot Island Lake call
{810) 229-7067.

BIRD HIXE

Bring your binocular and enjoy a
guided bird huke during this
program, which begins at 2 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 10, at Maybury.

chll
aler

novalganren,

& | wir |50,

Mi and the overall compli-
ance of almost 760,000 hunters
with laws and safety guidelines,”
said Herb Burns, chief of the
DNR’s Law Enforcoment Divi-
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Eight and
one fatal sccident occurred when
ono hunter shot another while
attempting to shoot a deer. (Be
sure of your target and what is
beyond your target.)

In separate incidents, four

your target.)

One non-fatal injury occurred .
when o hunter grabbed another -
hunter'’s gun by the barrel and
anothar occurred when someone -
was taking a loaded gun out of 8 -
vehicle, (Treat every gun as if it - -
were 1 ) .

The shooters and tho reason
for the other two accidonta are - -
unknown.

‘While this season standa out ...
as the second safeat on record,

d is still 27 too many.

young hunters between the agea
of 14 and 17 accidentally shot
themasclves in the foot or lower
leg. (Always kecp your gun point-
ed in a safe 'direction and keep
your finger off the trigger until
you are ready to shoot.)

One fatal and three non-fatal
accidents occurred when n
hunter was mistaken for a deer.
{Be sure of your target and what
is beyond your target.)

Two non-fatal accidenta
accurred while a hunter was
loading a firearm. (Know your
firearm and its ammunition.)

Two individuals were Injured
by stray bullets in inci-

Hunter safety classes and the - -
mandate for hunters orange - .
have gone a long way in improv-
ing the safety of our sport, but -. -
we muat continue to strive foran - "
accident-free season. B

Alwaya be sure every member
of your hunting party is aware of - ;
and practices the Ten Command-
ments of Hunter Safety. Every-
one wants to be successful and . .
bring some venison home, but
when the quest for success
clouds your judgment accidents
can and do occur,

Anglers and hunters are urged to
rrpwl their success. Questions and

are too, Send

dents while they were inside a
dwelling. Two others were
injured by ricochets. (Be sure of
your target and what is beyond

GREAT SAVINGS!

BRAND NEW STEEL RADIAI_S!

P155/80R-13

mfurmatwn to 805 E. Maple, Birm
inghant, MI. 48009. Fax information
10 (810) 644-1314 or call Bill Parker
evenings at (810) 901-2573.
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