rence Wilson

U.S. Hot Rod Monster Jam at

Pontiac Silverdome. Gates open
5:30 p.m., show starts 7:30 p.m.
Tickets 512 in advance, $14 day

of the show, (248) 645-6666.

University

ety presents

of Andres
Segovia,” 4

-2538.

Hot Tix: See what's new on
wheels at the 1998 Interna-
tional North American
International Auto Show
Saturday, Jan. 10, through
. Monday, Jan. 19, at Cobo
Center, downtown Detroit.

(65 and aver), children (12
and under) free when
accompanied by an adult,
available at the door or call
(248) 645-6666.

Jarvi, 8 p.m. at

Sixteen of the world’s best mon-
ster trucks go head to head at the

Bluesy: Marvell
Twenty-two year Thunder (Luray
old pianist Ter- Cooper) is after

ﬁ:erfgrtns lf:gﬂl . guitar of F(‘ilory
etroit Sym-

phony Orchestra (Keeshf{ea;gx
led by Neeme Brook Theatre’s

Orchestra Hall, e

Detroit. Tickets Thunder

mngc from $42 Knocking on the
0 $17 (box seats Daor.”

Sso). (313) 833-

3700.

the heart and

production of .

B EWhat: “Thunde
- Knocking on the *
.Door,” & musical writ-
ton by Kelth Gtover |
and ditected by Gary |
‘Andecson, Orlginal
muslc by Keb® Mo’,
, - Andarson Edwards and
Kelth Glover -

" BWhen: Continuas

through Sundey, Feb.
B 1. Porformonces B

. p.m. Tuesday-Satur-

day; 2 p.m. Woednes-
doy, Soturday & Sun-
B doy; 6:30 p.m. Sunday.
Opening night = 6 p.m,
Saturday, Jon..10.

B Where: Meadow
Brook Theatre, Wilson
Hall on the campus of
Qakland Unlversity,
Rochester Hills.

H Tickets: Range from

. $18-$26.50; (248)
377-3300: group
sales, (248) 370
3316,

| Cast: Marion M. Bal-
ley {Joguar, Jr.), Charl-
ty Clark (Good Slster),
Luray Coaper (Marvel
Thunder), Herb Downer
{Dregster), Keosha
Fleth (Glory}

Musical Soci-

Christopher
Parkening in
“A Celebration

. p.m.at Rack-
ham Auditori-
um, Rackham
Buila'ing,Ann
-Arbor. Tickeis -
$20-$32, (734)
764 .

Tickets $8 adults, $4 seniors

STORY BY FRANK PROVENZANO

eelin’ like you've
boen steamrolled by a tyranni-
cal boss, cast aside by a vindic-
tive lover or left by the side of
the road like a tossed leather
nhoc on the Southfield Free-
way:
And that's a good day.
Maybe feelin’ jinxed by a
sndistic god who throwe wild
curves and builds unsurmount-
able slippery slopes?

That ain't merely bad luck or
divine diplomacy gone wrong.
‘Them's the blues.

Showing a resilient heart,
toc-tappin’ rhythm and plcnty
of grit, Meadow Brook Thentro
clevates the plight of the blues
to a mesmerizing parable in its
latest production, “Thunder
Knocking on the Door,” which
npens for previews this Wednes-

“Its rcnlly a love story with
blues music,” said Geoffrey
Sherman, artistic director of
Meadow Brook Theatre.

Through allegory and bluesy .

melody, however, the lesaons
wrought from the parablo are
clearly based in the present.
The fantasy blusical, written
by Alnbaman Keith Glover with
songs by Gmmmy Award-win-
ner Keb' Mo', was originally
commissiencd by the Alabama
Shakespeare Festival in con-

Tlesy

resounds to

(T )
P

-a front porch on a cool Alabama

evening. With carth-tones and a
roughhewn structure made
from logs, Hicks has created a
crosaronds where the blues
meets salvation.

While the play is still “in
development” with songs and
dinlogue expected to be rowrit-
ten right up until opening
night, Sherman and playwright
Glover hope the musical will
soon show signs of being on its
way to o New York production.

A common myth

The circumstanees in “Thun-
der” take on a mythie dimen-
sion. It’s a familiar story found
in various cultures. Basically,
"Th\’mder is a parablo nbout

ara)

he heavens

v‘.»""‘.\ AT x,\

rhetoric, Andersor has. shaped
the work into melodic apprecia-
tion of blues music. It's not, he
snid, a play strictly about the'
African-American experience,

“Thunder” begins with the
legendary accomplishments of
the talc's patron saint, blues
guitarist Jaguar Dupree, who
once “outlicked” the supernat-
ural Marvel Thunder.

Timo has gone by, but the bit-
terness over being outlicked
has hardly diminished for Mar-
vel Thunder.

So, Thunder challenges the
next best thing to the late
Dupree. He throws down the
gauntlet to Dupreo's son,
Jagunr Dupree Jr., and daugh-
ter, Glory. a slghtless slick-play-

junction with tho Center Stage the devil i te ingb ith whao's part Blind
in Baltimore and the Dallas through o competitive- game of Lemon Jefferson and part howl-
‘Theatre Center. who's better, with the earth- ing Sadie McKinney. .

To enhance the fable, Meadow
Brook’s scenic designer Peter
Hicks has devised an abstract
set to include four on-stage
blues musicians, who sit, strum
and pick aa casily as rocking on

bound mortal at risk of losing
his soul.

But foremost, “Thunder” is an
entertaining love story, said
Director Gary Anderson. With-
out melodrama or over-the-top

Junior, whose blues arc more
bravade than inspiring, is easy
pickings for the cagey ‘Thunder.
In the dual of “my blues are
badder than yours,” Thunder
casily wins the guitar that

Jaguar Dupree made for his

san.,

But if it's casy, it ain’t the
blues.

So, Thunder aims for Glory.
Porhapu a case where the
metaphor is just a bit too obvi-
ous. But then, maybe, the banal
docsn’t matter if the blues ring
true.

It’s timo to let their blues do
the talkin', And Glory's got
some cnse. -

But first, the wager with
Thunder has to inapire the kind
of anxicty needed to fucl any
deep-seated blues. ‘The deal: if
Glory. wins, she regains her
sight and Thunder turns to
stone. If she lnscs, well, having
the blues is going to scem like o
heliday.

Ultimately, Meadow Brook
hopes the Thunder-Glory eon-
frontation will inspire audi-
ences to slap a knee, bite a dog,
kick the devil and sing, “Now
I'm gonna give you my blues.”

And when the catharsis
known as blucs music has run
its course another message may
linger.

Other side of the street

“Thunder’ shows our audi-
ence what happens on the other
side of the street,” said Sher-
man, who served as artistic
director at the Hudson Guild
Theatre, an Off Broadway play-
house in New York City before
joining Meadow Brook last sca-
son.

The “other side” of tho street
isn't across the subdivision.
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.(Detroit blues band) chul-r Boys

By CHRISTINA FUOCO
*STAFY WHITER

Trombone players Glenn Miller
and Tommy Dorsey made music
history. Fellow t-bonist/flutist Doug’
“Bugs” BEeddow wanted to mako an
irapression aa well when forming
the Bugs Beddow Band,

*I saw Bob Webber, leader of the

and [ think that's great, o trom-

bone player leading n band. I want-

od to lenve a mark. Glenn Miller

and Tommy Dorsoy, thoy were lead-

ers of their banda and they wore

trombane players,” Bcddnw aatd,
The hard-working five-pi

horns and dancing. Everybody in
the band sings lead. I pass the
spotlight around quite often,” Bed-
dow snid,

Bugs Beddow Band shows
revolve around humor. Exceutive

‘producer and marketing director *

Gary Quill wears a Bugs Beddow
T-shirt and strolls around shows
sclling tha band's six CDs, When
the burly Quill hits the floor, tho
band yells out *We're giving them
away,” piuses and saya “for monoy.
‘The Bugs Beddow Band's shows
include originals and covors such
as *Loave Your Hat On by Randy
“P by Mojo

band is making its mnrk locnlly
with tha trombone-driven origi-
nals, cookin’ covers, and tho -
comedie interludes and party
atmosphere of its live shows,
“Our style ia trombone-driven
party blues with plu nty of vocals,

Nixon, “One Way Out” by Allmon
Bros,, “Cheap Sunglasscs™ by ZZ
Top, and “Unchain My Heart® by
Ray Charles, all of which are found
on its lnteat CD “Bono Appetit
Tour; Live at the 1997 Mid-Michi-
gan Blues Festival.” The album,

T-Bonist Bugs Beddow blows the blues

Beddow's sixth, was recorded in
Fenton for tho syndicated radio
show “House of Blues.”

W Who: Buge Beddow Band
B What: Porforms In support of [t “Gimme Flve

Tout®
*“Wo didn't intend (for the record- § .
ing)to be an album at the time. um;:.:;?, p.m.1:30 o.m. Fridoy, Jan. 16-Satur-

The band was playing with a lot of
gusto, and that’s the essence of the
band. But you henr tho band now,
and wo blow tho album away, The
band is so llght, That nnd the tim-
ing of the des are a
lot better now.”

The “Bone Appetit Tour” CD is
nvn(luble through Bugs Beddow's
website,
http: /lwww bugsbeddow.com, Har-
mony House stores and Big Whale

EWhers: Deals Stroet Bluas, B N. Saginsw, Ponliac.

W How: There is o $2 cover charge, Only those 23
and older wilk be admitted. Call (248) 334.7900
for more information. .

OTHER BUGS SHOWS:

» 9:30 p.m.-1:30 o.m. Friday, Jon, 23-Saturday, Jan,
24, ot the Blie Goose, 28911 Jeflarson Ave., St.
Clalr Shores. (810) 2080590,

« 6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday, Fed. 3, during a Diack £nter-
talnmant Tolovision event at The Musoum of
Africon Ametican History, 315 E. Warren, Detroit,
{313) 454-5800.

« 8:30 p.m+12:30 a.m. Friday, Fob. 13- Saturday,

CDs, 2859 Orchard Lake Road Feb, 14, at the Fox and Hounda rastauraat, 1660

(between Casa Elizaboth Lake and”  1*. K. wood . feld Hilts, (246) 6

Middlebelt ronds) in Keego Harbor. :‘s:omm Ave.. Bloomheld il (248) 644
The Orchard Lake-bascd Bugs

Fot more Information aboyt upcoming Bugs Beddow
Band gige visit its website a1 Bttp://www.bugsbed-
dow.com of call {248) 546-BUGS.

Beddow Band wrapped up ita 1897
P_iu_mm sco BUGS, E2

“Glmms Five:” Doug "Bugs"Beddow
center, describes the sound of the Bugs
Beddow Band as ‘trombonc driven
party blues.”

e




