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- Rather it's acroas porceived
*‘racinl and cultural boundarics.
Yet cloarly, this isn't a play writ-
. ten by a leading African-Ameri-
can playwright such as Pearl
leage, Eugene Lee or Shay
Youngblood.

Without political rhaotoric or
., racial overtones, “Thundor™
« offers un entertaining plea,
“‘rather than didacticism, said

hevman.

“Prejudice is rooted in igno-
rance,” he said. “Maybo we can
_offer theator na o way to educate,
to goet people to, opon up by
undnmtnndrng where this kind

of music comes from.

After watching a production of -

*“Thunder” last year at Conter

Stage in Baltimore, Sherman

studied the script, then called

Gaory Anderaon, foundor and
ive director of Plowsk

Theatre Company, a amall tho.
ater group with an exclusivo
African-American focua in its
drama repertoire. R
Meadow Brook attempted to
collaborate with Plowshares on
August Wilson's “The Piano Lea-
son” early last aeason, and final-
ly partnered with the Detroit-
based theator group on the auda-
clous “I Am A Man,” written by
OyamO (Charles Gordon), e

Michigan-based playwright who
is also on the faculty in tho Uni-
vorsity of Michigan Drama
Department. * ' T
Besed on garbage workers
strike, *I Am A Man" was unmia-
takably confrontatfonal about
race and social justice, The play
was also a shock and surpriso to
Meoadow Brook's typically
reserved audience, many of
whom expected the standard

fare of Neil Simon, Lillian Hell-
man and Arthur Miller.

During the run, Sherman
recoived hate mail, He also
noted, howover, that ho roceived
many letters supporting his deci-
sion to produco plays of diverse
contemporary playwrights.

In two yoars, Meadow Brook,

has made major strides, It wasn't
until last year'a production of
Wilson's “Tho Piano Leason” that

the theator prescnted its firet
drama by an African-American,
With “Thunder Knocking on
the Door,” Meadow Brook doman.
strates that it71 continuo to look
to opon new theatrical doors for
an jncroasingly diverse audience.
Besides, rogardloss of race,
gender or othnicity, if you've got
pain in your heart and rotling
thunder in your veins, then
you're a candidate for the blucs.

. "Bone Appetit Tour” with a “Blue

- Yeat's Eve” celobration at the
Kingsley Inn in Bloomficld Hills,

.. This year's tour has been
dubbed the “Gimme Five Tour”
The Jogo is on oval with bright
yellow streaks, white stars, and
a manipulated drawing of Mick-
ey Mouse’s gloved hand.

“Since it's the ‘Gimme Five’
tour, we gave him extra fingers.”
The 1989 tour will be called
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Elusive past. .. - ‘-
Beddow refused to talk about
his or hia band’s past spying
"we're oll active members of tho
witness protection’ program, We
il look forward to the (uture,”
Sources say ho was born May
17, 1953, in.Detroit to parents

Bill and Peg. Ho picked up the

trombone in 1962 and the ftute
scven yenrs later. Beddow grow
up in.the "poor scction” of
Franklin and gradusted from

" 1970,

Forend

time filling in for Tmicinns who

* Although his parents p
that he become a dontist, Bed-
dow earned a bachelor's dogreo
in music education from North-
ern-Michigan University in 1975.
Upon graduation, he served as
the hond of the music depart.
ment at Leland Public Schools
for the next two years,

During the Inte 1970s, he por-
formed with the *party funk
R&B” band Newt and the Sala-

supported ¥

In 1982, he formed a jazz band
and cut on album with jazz gui-
tarist Earl Klugh. Accolades
came in as Boddow carned
Dotroit Music Awards for the
best trombonist, and his band
won beat jazz album of 1892 for
“Yuda Man.,”

After 12 yoars in jazz banda,
Beddow changed his tune and
dova into the blucs.

1887, and to share the stage
with Lonnie Brooks, Spyro Gyra,
Boz Scnggs, Eddie Money and
Robert Cray.

For the last threo basebal! sen-
sons, Beddow has played the
nationn! anthem at Tiger Stadi-
um. The band has also por-
formed o8 part of the OC4 Cable
TV Awards for Southcastern
Michigan since the show's incep-
tion 13 years ago.

ghow (the North American Inter.
national Auto Show) last year.

-They hired the band for a pri-

vato party and they went to
bring us to Belgium,” ho said.
“None of them may pan out,
Thoso are just things on the
burnor. Money is alwaya a fac-

tor. .

The band is going to spend the
next six months “bashing out™
new songs that will be included
on the “Gimme Five” album,

~ “Bone Voyage Tour.” T mandors. Beddow also spent  “Poople can always connect For 1998, the Buga Beddow which will be rccqnjcd in June.
: — Groves High School - - with singers and words, (With Band alrendy has 2/3 of the year While “PnnuAppetlt was all cov-
R . jazz) thore's too much sameness, booked but “we've left some ors, "G.lmmu Five” will include
[ I S0 S S T N T 1 not enough varioty,” said Bed- options open,” he said. all original songs. .
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y 1 AMERKAN WEREY ! L TRESFORSR: . the opportunity te vpen for form in Belgium, Aruba and Aus- o blucs band of tho "80s.”
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