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Equal treatment

. ™~
BY JUDITK DONER BERNE
SPECIAL WRITER

.. You know how you have a fam-
(ily doctor. Well now, if you need
it, you will have a family judge,
~That's the premise behind
‘Oaokland County's new Family
Division of Cireuit Court, official-
1y born the firat day of this new
year.

. State lawmakers have revised
the county court system, mandat-
‘ing that Oakland and cvery other
Michigan county establish a
Family Division within its circuit
court aystem.

: The legislation has the brond

goul of promnlmg more cfficient
and cffective services to families,

;  New court puts family cases on
- same level as crime, civil issues

W Began: Jan, 1, 1998,
M Misslon: Adjudicates family
matters and provides quality

Family Division facts

abortion, and ali Juvenlle con-
cerns from traffic citations to
y to the criminal

services to families'in a falr,
accesslble, expoditious, dignl-
fied and responslva forum.

W Jursdiction: Divorce, child
custody, child support, parent-
Ing time (visitation), guardian-
ships of minors, chlld neglect,
Personal Protaction Qrders,
adoptions, emergency mental
health commitments, paternity,
bypass of parental consent for

docket.

8 Judges: Edward Sosnick
(chlef clrcuit judge and presid-
ing family dlvislon judgo):
Eugene Arthur Moore {chlef pro-
bate Judge); Joan Young (cir-
cult); Gene Schnelz {(clrcuit);
Jaohn 2, McDonald (clrcult);
Linda Hallmark {probate); San-
dra G, Sliver (half-time probate).

and child Onkland

(;onnty has added its own spcclf-
ic aim -~ to be "family friendly.”

Six full-time and one half-time
judge have been plucked from
both the circuit and probate
court benches to deal with cascs
involving all aspecta of domestic
relations and juvenile law.
And staff from both courts are
ticing trained and cross-trained,
even pnired with a "buddy” from
their "sister” court.
~ The remaining 1% probate
judges, newly aided by the Clerk
of the Probate Court, are restrict-
,cd to wills, estates and trusts,
guardianship and conservator-
ghips of adults, and mental
health cases,
i The 13 circuit judges who are
Jeft will concentrate on criminal
pnd civil matters.
H The chnnge is important both

hically and pr

ph

according to Judge Edward Sos-
niek, chief justice of Circuit
Court and presiding judge of its
new Family Division,

"Circuit is tho state's highest
trint court,” Sosnick explains in
between telephone calls Monday
= the family division's sccond day
in session. "The Legislature is
sending a measoge that family
coses belong in the highest
court.”

"We have really tnken a major
step here," echoes Judge Joan
Young, who has worked closely
with Sosnick on the formation
and operation of the new divi-
sion. "Family motters have equal
status (with eriminal and civil)
with the judiciary.”

Practically, the conocpt is * ano

prior action {8 pending or open
that involves a member of the
same “family.” Using a case
Sosnick ruled on Monday, here's
how it works:

In what Sosnick described a8 a
very emotional case for him per-
sonally, the judge awarded cus-
tody of an 8-year-old child to the

gingle mother he hod lived with ~

most of his life.

‘That happened despite the
petition based on proven evi.
dence by his father, who waa
never married to the mother,
that the child had been left
alone, that his mother had a sub-
stance abuse problem and that
she made poor decisions with
regard to male companions.

Sosnlck based hm;udgmcnt on

judge, onc family.” ¥
new case is filed, Lho responslble
clerk will determine whether a

The Jan. 1 edition of The
Eceentric Newspapera incor-
rectly reported that James
Talley, 35, of Orion Township
has a prior conviction and

., faces a mandatory life in
prigson sentence if convicted of

CLARIFICATION

pending drug charges.

In fact, Talley has no prior
convictions, If convicted of the
pending felony charges, he
could foce a sentence of up to
13 years in prison.

ber of factors, incl

scrcemng by the Probate Court's
psychulomcnl clinic - a tool which
wasn't available to Circuit Court
previously, but now can be used
by the Family Division, The bot-
tom line: More damage to the
child would be caused by taking
him from his mom than leaving
him with her.

But the mother must live up to
these conditions: she and the boy
muat continue living with her
own mother; they must stay in
the same neighborhood so he can
attend the same school; he may

Conference: Judge Edward
custody case.

not be left alone; she must not
drink and provide verification of |
her attendance ot AA meetings;
both she and the boy must con-
tinuc therapy; if she enters into a
relnl.mnslup. the court must
review it.

his wife and two children must
have as much time as possible
with his son.

ditions are not met, Sosnick

nmrmmnmm
Sosnick talks with a woman and her lawyer durmga

would review jt even if it were
atill a matter handled under the
previous system. But now, ifa
member of this family - from the
grandmother to the child — for

oo COUNT, A5

In addition, the father, who
ives in Ontario, Canada, with

Obvioualy, if any of these con-
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Save up to 40%

Birmingham « 880 Old South Woodward » 248-647-8882
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on all custom upholstered
furniture.

Hurry in = Sale ends :
Jannary 31, 1998 :

EXPRESSIONS
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Z TION WINNING BIDDERS
Z SIGN AUC
1.) Richard and Diana Aginlan, 23.) Fred Lavery, Birmingham
Birmingham 24.} Bill Maher, Bloomfleld Hills
P 2.) Concetta Acton, Royal Oak 25.) Robert and Gwen Marsac,
3.} Debra Augustyn and Birmingham January
4 Dale Levasscur, Holly 26.) Robert Martin, Sterling Helghts Instant
4.) Raymond and Michele Blerzynski, 27.) Sally McRitchie Financing
g Troy 28.) Robert McLandress, Beverly Hills
‘ 5.) Harry and M'mh1 Blorkman, 29.) Jim Muir, Sterling Helghts
e Bloosfield Hills 30.) Richard and Maureen Oppmann,
4 6.) Willlam Blackwell, Birmingh Clark
- 7.)-Denise Buschee" 31.) Gary O'Rourke, Rochester
8.} Gerald Clark and Holly Helss, 32.) Chuck Painter
T Birmingham 33,) Mark Papazian, Birmingham
*“ 9.) Ann Marie Curtey, Beverly Hills 34.) Maureen Rosenbaum,
10.} Dennis Fitzgerald Bloomf{lcld Hills
b 11.) Mike Freedman, Washington, D.C.  35.) Alfted and Cheryl Schmitke,
R (3] 12.) Charles Green and Bloomfleld Hills
g Margaret Sides-Green, Royal Oak 36.) Greg Slagon, Orchard Lake
L3 13.) Scott Griffin, Southfield 37.) Donald and Nlina Stewart,
“ B 14.) Margortle Gutterman, Blrmingham " .
o Wee, Bloomficld 38 Michacl and Lyan Stenback, PherlloTenal Dittrich Qu allt Uné)e‘lllievable
‘ 15.) Gayl Houser, Tray Birmlngham Selection oygR 400 FURS REDUCED 50 to 80% =2ViNgs
' 3 16.) Scott Hunter, Rochester Hills 39.} Leon and Vicki Wiess, Troy
. 17.} lames Hunter, Waterford 40.) Steven and Rebecca Woodward,
18.} Donald {lles, Macomb, M1 Waterford em
19.) Brent Jones, Bloomficld Hills 41.) Dennls Woslk, Shelby Township I
L—‘, - 20.) Stephen Krawiee, Detroit 42.) Mark Yestrepsky, Rochester Hills . .
7 L 21.) Brad Morton, Blrmingham 43.) Peggy and Robert Yaze|lan,
¢ 3 22) Kelley Osgood. Blrmingham Bloomficld Hills
: ) Thank you to all the participants for your show of support! . Sones 1599
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