Local authors
demonstrate
sole and soul

*It's funny, I don't feel like a writer,”
snid Suzanne Manji of Troy.

Her pootry and descriptive prose,
howevaor, points to the contrary,

Because we all use words to
explain, describe and relato our expe-
riences, all of us are storyteliers and
writera to some extent.

There are some like Manji, however,
whose words about coming to terms
with the death of her father tran-
acend the page, and conjure a world of
pain and compassion.

Her poetry blends a melancholy
molody of words with the longings of
tho heart:

On a metal plate

your name looked strange -
so0n to be in polished rock,
your name cul in, like a scar
close to the bone.

Yet there are also some writers like
Manji who never have scen their
worda in print. Writers without read-
ers are like singers without an audi-
ence. Ink without paper.

Entropreneurial ingenuity and

d in desktop publist are
proving that the Information Age has
done for a democracy of voices what
the assembly line did for the auto
industry.

Manji and eight other local writora
have published an anthology, “Up
from the Soles of Our Feet,” with the
assistance of Plain View Press of
Austin, Texas, which began 20 ycars
ago publishing a now voices scrics.

The mothod of publishing followed
by these writers reveals a practical
path whereby writers see their names
in print and let readors ~ not publish-
ers — decide the merit of their work.

Intangibles of publishing
Meeting twice a month for more
than a year, the group of writers were
guided by writing guru Margo LaGat-
tuta of Rochester Hills.
LaGattuta, who runa a successful
writing communications businesp,

]se]e:tcd nine

- ocal writers
;‘o';:fo,“gu',’%",‘,,i’,’? * from submitted
on nthology by manuscripts. In
Kristlo Paim, the past three
Colleen Render, years, gho has
Susan Paurazas, also edited two
Oenise Thomas, other similar

Manjl, g

Nancy Henderaon, nr:(il:?; :g;::'] g
Barbara Kendziors- o fi ite

k), Stephanie glo tor writers

Matthows, Donna to bo published,

Stubok, published |  there just aren’t
by Plain View Press | enough publish-
Avoilabte at Invent. crs for writers,”
Ing the Invisible, said LaGattuta.
{342 39:’3‘4' “In effect, the
orders Booke, i
Vita Brevis Gallery, i]ill::h: l::’hmn;imk
(248) 5470244 that the writers
can use to cre-
. ato a book of their own work”
While the Plain View Presa plan

calls for tho writers to pay for print-
ing costs, it'a not a case of vanity pub-
lishing whore anything, regardless of
quality or content, is published.

080 writers are compelled by tho
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Soultul: Suzanne Manji’s
sculpture appears on the cover

;[ * p from the Soles of Our
eet.
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Michael Watts, who's excited by

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
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Visitors might think they’re at
the 1998 Winter Olympic Games
in Nagano, Japan, when they
arrive at the Plymouth Interna-
tional Iee Sculpture Spectacular
Jan. 14-19.

a world-class event is growing!'

“This is the best crow of carvers
we've had. This is the event to
earve in.”

Tenms and individuals from
across North America and Japan

Plymouth Intemational
fce Sculpture Spectacular
What: More than 500,000
visitors aro expected to

attend the 161h annual Ply-
mouth event fentuting com-
petitions for professional,
amateur and student
carvers, Recognized as tho
olsest ond Inegest ice cory.
Ing ovont In North America,
the Spectacutar Includes a
Fantasylond of animal lce
carvings In The Gathering
on Penniman acsoss from
Kellogg Pork, a 24-hour
light show, and o Famity
‘Warming Center to provide
respite from 1bo cold ond
hunger. For moro Informa-
1)on about the spectaculsr,
call (734) 4596969 or visit
tha Internot site at

http:/ /oconline.com/ply-
mouthico

Whon: Wednesday, Jan, 14
to Monday, Jan, 19. Hours
for the warming conter ore
11 n.m, to 8 p.m, Saturday-
Sunday, Jon. 17-18 at the
Masonic Lodge on Pennl-
man.

Where: Kellogg Park and
tho parking structure In
dowatown Plymouth.

Winter time cure: The Plymouth International Ice Sculpture Spectacular chases away the
winter blues Jan. 14-19 as hundreds of carvers compete for $10,000 in cash prizes and
scholarships with sculptures spanning a wide variety of subject matter.

VANISHING
SCULPTURE

will competo for moro than
$10,000 in cash prizes and schol-
arships. For the first time in o
major competition, the American
Culinary Federation and the
National Ice Carving Asaociation
will both sanction the ovents.
Certificd Mastor Chefa Milos

What: Sponsored by the
Princlpat Shopping Distsict,
Winterfest is an exhibition
of Ice sculptures Including
ong of & Victorion house,
For moze Informatlon, call
(248) 433-3550.

When: Thursday, Feb. 5 to
Sunday, Feb. 8. lce carvers
begln creating Ice sculp-
tures Thursday evening and
will work to completo their
picces by Saturday morn-
Ing.

Where: Held in two Joca-
tions: Triongle orea wheto
Woodward ond Old Wood-
ward converge, and Shain
Park, north of Merill, east
of Bates In downtown Birm-
ingham.

Cihelka, a Bloomfield Hills resi-
dent who retired from the Golden
Mushroom; Dan Hugelier, an
instructor at Schooleraft College;
and Austrian born Helmut Holz-
cr from Atlanta are among two
teams of judges awarding artistic
and technical points to carvers.

d and instructors from

Aaron Costic's 20-foot-long by
16-feet-high carving of the inter-
locking rings, however, were
meant only to commemorate the
fact that five out of eight Ameri-
can carvers invited to the Winter
Olynpics will be testing thoir
skilla in Plymouth. Of those
carvera, 1996 world champions
Ted Wakar of Canton and Jim
Bur Jr., an Eastpointe resident
who grow up in Livonia and
graduated from Churchill High
School, will compete in the pro-
fessional individual category (seo
accompanying story).

Michael and Sandra Watts
have been working out at the
gym for the last few months to
prepare for the six grucling days
when they coordinate the compe-
titions making sure each of the
400,000 pounds of ice are in
place and ready to carve. More
than 500,000 visitors are expect-
ed to attend the ovent featuring
profosgional, amateur and stu-
dent carvers. Recognized as the
oldest and largest ice carving
event in North Amarica, the LINDA ANN CHOMIN
Spectacular includ i STAFF WIITER

tions, a 24-hour light show, a
Family Warming Center to pro-
- vide respite from the cold and
hunger, and a Fantasyland of
animal fce carvings including a
16-foot tall giraffe by John Fitzer
of Westland,
“It's kind of an Olympic train-
ing camp for ice carvers,” said

For the last six weeks,
award-winning icc carvers Ted
Wakar and Jim Bur Jr. have
spent hundreds of hours
drawing, constructing models
and practicing for the Ply-
mouth International Ice

Olymplc hopefuls: Ted Wakar and Jim Bur Jr. will
compete against ice carving teams from around the
world in two separate championships in Japan,

Sculptors go for the cold

| Al
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Sculpture Spectacuiar, Jan.
14-18, and for two contests in
Jopan,

Wakar, an executive chef
employed by Marriott Man-
agoment at Ford Motor Co.,
and Bur, a product informa-

Picase sco SCULPTORS, D2

Onkland Community College in
Farmington Hills, Schoolcraft
College, Livonia; Henry Ford
Community College, Dearborn;
Macomb and Monroe community
colleges as well ne Plymouth,
Romulus and Catholic Central
High School in Redford look for-
ward to learning from the mas-
ters.

As educationa) coordinator for
the Spectacular, Richard Teeple
will assist college and high
school students with their pieces
at the time of competition.
Teeple, a chef instructor at
Henry Ford Community College,
along with his students will
carve one of the major displays
in The Gathering. The 40 blocks
of ice will feature characters
Subzero and Motaro from Mortal
Kombat video game and films.

' “The event is an opportunity to

educate the community about ice
carving that it's more than just
finished picees,” said Teeple, a
Plymouth resident competing in
Frankenmuth Feb. 6-7. “But it'a
also a place for amateur carvers
to learn. It's a theater to study
everyone clse’s talents.”

Even though Oakland Commu-
nity College students will not
compete, chef instructor Dan
Rowlaon also believes the Ply-
mouth event is an opportunity to
expand ice carving skills. A team
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BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAFF WRITER

On his drive to teach an art history class to a group of
Junior high students, an indelible image came to Tom

oW o8, .

In a busy world that he doscribes as “filled with
noise,” driving often allows Thowes the time to find o
quiet moment whoreby ho can recite the rosary. A prac-

tice, said Thowes, that reflects his desire for certainty
wood panels,

Thewes comes up from the underground

In his Royal Oak studio, Thewea points to the result
of the epiphany: a painting that depicts Jesua with
syringes atuck into his head, and through his hands
and fect. If rame Christiana find it sacrilegious, anar-
chistic or Kevorkian-like, then they might not be look-
ing deep enough, he said.

Provoking viewers of his art to “look deeper™ has
becomo Thewes’ most-pressing challenge.

\Ym:!ﬁng with an airbrush and a range of media,

and canvas, Thewes'

rather than atrict religious devotion.

During the drive to hia teaching assignment, it
became apparent to Thowes — a painter inspired by
cubfsm and comic books ~ that n wronth of syringes

most recent edigy portraits, “Sandpaper Sally,” arce cur-
rently oxhibited at C Pop Qallery in Royal Oak.
Although nssociated with law-brow underground

would be the modern-day cquivalent to a crown of
thorns pinned to Joaus' head. N
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BtAr? Fuoro 5Y Dax
Cutting edge: Tom Thewes combines

found-objects, cubist-style painting and
computerenhanced images in hisart.




