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Storyteller’s col
invites communication

at Bordors Books and Music, at
tho Detroit Instituto of Art and
at events sponsored by the Jew-
ish community have delighted
local audiences for years. Now,
in her now role as cditor, Ms.
Stavish provides us with a com-
.pilation of 31 storica drawn from
a varioty of sources, including
*101 Jewish Storics” and “A
Treasury of Jowish Folklore” A
short story entitled “Forbidden
Friendship,” in which two small
boys — ono Arab and the other
Israeli — becomo frienda despite
the hostility of their clders, is
authored by Ms. Stavish hersolf.
What distinguishes “Seeds
From Our Past” from its sources
ia the express purposo the book
serves. Corinne Stavish beliovea
that folk tales offer, bosides
entertainment, a springboard to
profound communication, “The
stories in this volume,” she
writes in her Introduction, “are
intcnded_to be trli.ggur _ntm’"ies.

ection

an object lesson from which we
learn, albeit vicariously, by expe-
rience. As Bruno Bettolheim
writes in his “Uses of Enchant.
ment,” folklore and fairy tales
“convey to ua tho advantoge of
moral behavior, not through
abstract ethical concepts but
through that which seems tangi-
bly right and therefore meaning-
ful.”

With hundreds of superb per-
formances to her credit, 3 audio.
cassctte tnpes thot have drawn
applouse for atyle and material,
plus numerous stories and arti-
cles in print, M. Stavish's new
publication is yet nnother exam-
ple of her creativity and profes-
sionalism. “Seceds From Our
Past,” o slender 95-page book
replote with charming woodeuts
to delight the eye, is o marvelous
tool for parents and teachera, It
lifts our nppreciation of litera-
ture from the passive role of

j t to the active one of

used to

Divided into 14 thematic
groups auch ns Honesty/Dishon-
esty, Self Respect, and Drink-
ing/Drugs, each one or two-page
narratives touches on an issue
that is both current and time-
less. Her Discussion Guide in
tho appendix instructs purents,
teachers, ond facilitators in tech-
niques that encourago the shar-
ing of ideas and attitud

)
invalvement.

To order “Seeds From Our
Past: Planting For The Future,”
call (248) 356-8721, or send $11
to B'noi Brith Center For Jew-
ish Identity, 1640 Rhodo Island
Ave, N.W,, Washington, D,C.
20036

Esther Li is a resident

Favoring the Socratic method,
Ma. Stavish cautions ngainst
preaching end moralizing or
telling “somcone what the story
means.” .

Drawing a moral, however,
will not be difficult. Ench tale in

of Bloomfield Township. She is
a private tuter with Una
Dworkin and Associates. You
can legue her @ message from a
touch-tone phone at (313) 953-
2047, mailbox number 1893, Her
fax number is (248) 644-1314.

‘Balancing Act’ story anthology
draws on rich ethnic heritage

Some storics draw on Ahnen’s
Greek-American background,
especially the title story which
deals with a young girl's efforts
té honor her parents' wishes
while avoiding an overly friendly
uncle,

It is the small observations
ond insights into character that
are the rewards of these stories.
In the title story Ahnen lets you
feel the delicate mancuvers
Eleni must make to show “scvas”
(respect) to someona she lonthes,
The story sct in the coney island
raises the struggle of young ide-
als opposed to the concerns of nn
older generation for money.

Some stories are too blunt and
the end ia telegraphed too soon.
Some stories also scem drawn
from news accounts and popular
culture rather thon from the rich
vein of ethnic stories that Ahnen

writes so well, particularly a
story set in 1921 Chicago which
scemly follows a grandfather's
funeral procession through the
eyes of a young girl and explores
layers of family conflict. Ahnen
shows a rich understanding of
immigrant culturc and the dif-
ferent roads to “becoming an
Americon.”

The poems are like impres-
sionist’s images, quick glimpses
of people and cvents = n memory
of a dead mother mixing regret
with longing; a childhood
trogedy ployed out in a few delt-
ly sketched lines, gentle poems
to children and a bittersweet
farewell,

Ahnen will be signing her book
2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24, at the
West Bloomfield Barnes & Noble
Booksellers, 6800 Orchard Lake
Road.

Tom and Dave Gardner authors of
"The Motley Fools Investment

' Gulde,” 7 p.m. Monday, Jan 12;
goy/lesblan discussion group
7:30 p.m, Monday, Jan. 12;
Finonclal Independence for
today’s woman, 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 13; mystery discus-
slon of “A Morbid Taste for
Bones,” 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan.
13; Caroline Myss author of “Why
People Don't Hoat & How They
Can,” Wednesday, Jan. 14;
Eimore Leonard Day reception

and 7 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 16; sclence discovery
"Homewaord Bound,” 11 a.m.
Saturday, Jon, 17; mect Zoe
Koplowl(tz author of *Tho Winning
Splrit,® 1 p.m, Saturday, Jan, 17
at the store 34300 Woodwaord,

Birmingham, M| 48009,
(248)203-0005.

BORDER'S {NOVI)
Ann Arbor author Benjamin Kerner
signs hls book "A Petroglyph of
His Own Choosing,” 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 21, et the store
43075 Crescent Bivd., Novi.

HALFWAY DOWN THE STAIRS
Infantsong: Bounces and Rhymes
for the Beginning of Life, 11 a.m.
Saturdoy, Jan, 17 -t the store
114 E. Fourth St., Rochester
(248)652-6066.

SHAMAN DRUM
Rafia Zafor signs “We Wear the
Mask: Aftlcan Americans Write
Americon Literatute, 1760-1870."
4 p.m. Thursdoy, Jon. 15 at the
store 313 South State Street,
Ann Arbor 734.662-7407.

to know about? We want to
share your stories and your color
pictures on our trave! page. Call
Hugh Gallaghoer at 734-963-
2118, or fax him at 734-591-
7279,

M LECTURE

Vista Werld Cruiscs is spon-
soring a lecture prescntation
7:30 p.m. Tucsday, Jan. 20,
about Byzantium at the Troy
Library. !

“The Byzantium Empire,” said
Theo G, Zachartos, president of
Viata World Cruises, “conatitutea
one of tho most important ole-
ments of Greek Hiatory through
the ages.” Tho preaentation will
fenture a video featuring Byzan.
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The library is at 510 West Big
Beaver Road. For more informa-
tion, call Vista World Cruises at
(248)541-3113,

WINTER PACKAGES .

Ontario’s country inns have
organized over 100 specinlty
packages designed to drive awny
the wintor blucs. Packager
igcludo Celtic cclebrations, rural
village shopping and antiquing.
apa retrents, Valentine romance,
skating, crosa country and down-
hill skiing, fireside reading and
“apres aki” activitiea, Packages
continue through March. All
packoges includa brenkiust. For
a detailed sampling of the pack-
ages, call 1-800.340-INNS
{4667),



