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BY HUGH GAI.LAGHZR

At the ASAP Machine Shap in
Plymoul}\ Mark Swain has post-
od the “Amazon Rules.”

. “It's — hot. The fish are rude.
lm going back.”

-+ A display of pictures, colorful
< fish acales and a pirana’s skull

N nlaa decorate the shop.

¢+ 8wain's fishing trip on the
Amnzen wuh his brolhcr, Rnck

86 Groat Escapes g.age

land, had taken the trip a year
before and invited Mark to come
along.

“He read about it in Bass Mas-
ter magazine,” Mark said.

Mark, 44, owner of ASAP

Machine and a Plymouth resi-
dent, took the bait this'October
and signed up with Ron Speed
Adventures to join his brother to

T was d to be a “
'hfuhmc opportunity. But as

: Rick had already discovered,
. ance isn't enough.

: “After you've gene down I.herv.
can’t be a once-in-a-lifotime
:-g;ip. You have to go back there,

¢ fish are so incredible,” Swain

* Baid.

‘Rick, who works for Jack

Roush Rm:mg and lives in West-

fish the A and its tribu-
taries for peacock bass. He said
he's been a serious bass fisher
for five years,

“We fished a tributary of the
Amazon, the Uatuma, in an aren
near Mannus in central Bruznl
Swain said.

Manaus is one of Brazil's
largest inland citics and in the
late 1800a one of its richest

Bass fishing on the Amazon:

when rubber trees brought in a
fortune. It is famous for its opera
house,

“You stay in an sir-conditioned
river boat nll week. Two boata go
slong together, one for tho
guides and support pecple and
one for the fishermen,” Swain
sajd; .
Fourteen American fishermen
waere aboard in late October,
coming from Texas, Oklahoma,
Californin and Michigan.

A head guide speaks English,
but most of the guides spenk
Portugueso and only a little
English. Each duy tha fishermen’
would go out in pairs with a
guide on an aluminum 17-foot
bass boat.

.“The daily routino was to got
up in the morning, breakfast
would be laid out for you. You
grab what you want and as soon
as you and your partner are
ready, Gilberto (the guide in

charge) calls over for a guide,”

Swain said. “Every day you have

Dropping a line: Rick Swain tries his luck fishing a small inlet on the Amazon.

a different guide. Your tackle is
atready. there. He takes you fish- .
ing.-Your lunch is laid out and
then you go out after lunch and
come back for dinner, which is
alrcady laid out.”™ |

After dinner it's mo' for fish
stories.

“The fish were rcnlty yanking
me around,” Swnm de “They

“Well, I won't say it tasted like
chicken. It's not a red meat, but
it has the texture of beef and the
taste of fish,” Swain gaid,

Crocodiles made their pres-
ence known but generally stayed
cloar of the bonts. The exotic
pirarucu fish, herons, parakeets,
howling monkeys and piranaa
were also evident, cither because

The human population along
the river was sparse. Swain said
the primitive Indian tribes often
shown on the Discovery Channel

live deeper into the Amazon, .

There were lone cabins along the
river, built on stilts in anticipa-
tion of floods.

The guides knew their way
aleng the river and knew what

buy,” Swain said.

Ench day the guides competed
for a kitty raised by the fisher-
men. Winnings were given for
the boat that caught the most
fish and the boat that landed the
biggest fish.

Swain said ho saw some of the
notorious fires that have been
burning out the rubber planta-

caugm one: Mark Swain dtsplays his 10 pound pea-

; cack bass catch wzth his gutde‘Samue

put up a fight.”
A peacock bass can-reiich o top

.- weight of 28 pounds. Swain said

he used a 7-foot heuvy rod with
100-pound braided line. He said
even a 4-pound peacock:basa will
g;vo “everything yuu can’han-
d

Swain was cnthusmmc about
the provisioning by Ron Speed.

“It was a first-class npcrdhun.
he eaid; “There’ aro'cheaper ways
to go down there, with lesser
houscbonts and lesser (‘bhmg
boats.”

The trip costs about 53 500
from Miami, It includes a night
in a luxury hotel in Manaus.

Swain said the cook, Velma,
provided great and somotimes
exatic meals. In addition to cook-
ing some of the peacock bnss,
Velma also served up some
“pretty tasty” crocodile.

" Don't forget

1 Fill in the names
. of your favorite
: Sesamne Street Live

the Book
Swap!

| Muppets. All the
| clues are found in

6 p.m,,
Thursday,
January 22

: today's Classified
: section.

at the
Fox Theatre!

ckclMas‘u_r locations o charge by phanc (248) 33-1515

Hm 's how to enter:

1. Complete the crossword puzzle,

2. Write your name, oge and address on the entry

blank and mail the crossword puzzle and the entry
blank to: 1.2.3 imagine, ¢/o Observer &
:tstlnldg 362513 Schoolcraft Rd., Livonla, MI

3, Only one entry per child,

4,15 winners will

@ Sasama Streat Live Muppat Characters!
5, NI entrIen must be recelved by 12 noon

January 16, 1998.
§ 6. Winners will be contacted
January 16, 1998 between

winners will be announced in the | paper zn
January 18, 1998 in the Classifleds section.

selected at random and each
winner wili receive four free tickets to SESAME
LIVE'’s production of 1.2-3 Imagine when
it appears at the Fox Theatre at 7
llmurr 22, 1998. Plus: four lucky winners wil
ected to o backstage to meet one of

phone on Frld.y

Name:

Sesame Street Live Contest

Address:,

Clty:,

State:

Day Phene:,

.M, on Thursdn( A9
e:

day, Send entry to:

Sesame Street Live Contest

¢/0 Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
36251 Schoolcraft Rd.
Livonla, M1 48150

waa needed to catch fish.

“All the guides were friendly,
always smiling, very helpful
ahout what tackle you have to

tions to make way for develop.
ment.,

Swain said he had nevet
fished in such an exotic or excit;
ing location and i is looking t‘arA
ward to going again.

they could be seen or heard.

Swain snid one boat encoun-
tered a shore fight between a
monkey and a wild dog.

River Anyone interested in ﬁndmg
dwsllers: out more nbout fishing on the
Natives . Amazon can call Swain at ASAP‘
along the Machine, (313)45.9-2447. '
Amazon and !
its tribu-

taries live in
stilt houses
to protect
against the

rising river. Travel Store!

o travel guides
«software
+ luggnge & trevel sccessories
omape
Somersat Collection (248) 8437470 .| ..
www.tandmenallystors.oom

Contlnuous Updates
on the Web courtesy of

&P . CARVING COMPETITIONS

Ford Shekdon Roed

~=uiz@ Student Competitions

Jnn 17 & 18 + Uston to ©-95 for delais,
. * Warm the family at the Plymouth Masonic Lodge* Food

*Skate with the Whalom'_
Fel Jan 18 6:00 - 9:00 pm
734-453-8400




