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Armed holdup: Workers at
the Farmington Kmart
faced a gunman in the
second robbery in town
within less than a
week./A3

Rough ride: Getting to

Extva help A service start~
ed last summer works to
help homeowners during
building and renovation
projects. /D6

[ENTERTAINMENT
Theater: Wendy, Tinker
Bell and the boy in green

land at the Detroit Opera
House in “Peter Pan.”/EL
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work could prove difficult
for those who rely on bus
transportation, now that
the Detroit Department of
Transportation has cut
routes to the suburbs. /A8

Crash kills
man, 81

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFF WIITER

An 81.year-old Farmington Hills man
was killed after being struck by a deliv-
ery truck that ran a red light on north-
bound Haggerty and Nine Mile Tues-
day, police reported.

The man, identified as Gurkirat
Singh, was proriounced dead at the
sceno.-He was driving his 1990 Buick
LaSabre weat on Nine Mile when it was
broadsided by the delivery truck, which
first struck a 1895 Morcury Villager
van goiog cast. The van subsequently
clipped a 1892 Ford Probe, The driver of
the Villager, a Livonia woman, was
taken to Henry Ford Hospital in West
Bloomficld where she ‘wae treated and
released,

Witnesses said the truck disobeyed a
traflic signal. Police nrrested the dnvcr.
d to bo ch. d with
which is o misd: thpt
carries up to two yearsa In prison if cons
viel

“From what We'vo been able to nacer-
tain, for whatever reason, ho ran a
light,” eaid Dennis Green, Farmington
Hills police licutenant, “That's what
witnesses hove told us.”

Alcohol was not belleved to be
fnvelved and all the were

homieid

- Bob Sklarromembers his tenure’ at'the O&E::
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Ice way to start the day

skaters close in on the goalic.
Pickup hockey
calls all careers,
ages, genders

By TM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

The drop-in hockey game continued as §1-year-
old Tom Vander Velde sat down on the bench and
tried to catch his breath.

Vander Velde wiped sweat from his hrow nnd
raved about how the two-hour open sessions at
the Farmington Hills Ice Arena provide an excel-
lent way to mix exercise, spprt. and

BTATY PIOTOS Y BRYAN MITCHELL

- Stlek hancfler‘ Mark Pietk of Farmmgton Hills works his way down the ice during
pick up hockey Tuesday morning at the Farmington Hills Ice Arena. Below,

“This is great because it'd in the morning,” said
Vander Velde, 2 Waterford resident who works ns
a real estate agent. “Even a bad day is a good day,
because you get a great workout.”

Farmington Hills resident Mark Pietka, 41,
echoed the sentiment of his teammate. "Vlc Tunny
couldn't touch this. Forget tha treadiills.”

Even though the game wag played without offi-
ciating, the light-jerseyed team and the dark-jer-
seyed team compoted hard '~ without incid

at the goalies, Sue Wise at one cnd nnd Ron '
Rogowicz at the ather.

As is customary with open hockey, many goals
are scored. When that happens, a player fishes
out the disk and action starts going in the other
dircction, X

Several players described the brand of play at
Farmington Hills as “clean,” and emphasized that

Players skated up and down lhe rink, firing shots
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. cities to pay for

a Rulhven, Ontario mun, 23 Heis |

Hills faces pressure for tax break

nv l.Ale 0’Connor

Fnrrnxngton Hills finds itself pit-

kick in financial support for Bosch
to qualify — more than likely a tax
abatement.

ted ngainst an Indiana
for the affections of a multination-
al corporation, Residents covld
end up helping pay for the flowers

and candy.

Hilla-bnsed Robert Bosch Corp.
wanta to expand and may leave
for Grand Bend, Ind., where|it
recently bought Allied Signal. The
Mlchignn Jobs Commission |is
proposing tax credita of $30. 340
million in order for the company
to stay put.

The catch ia tho city will have to

C y ropr ivea pro-
posed a 1% .year tax abatement —~
estimated at $100,000 a year - to
the city's Economic Development
Corporation during a special
meeting Jan..7. EDC nfﬁciuls feel
12 years is too long.

Farmington Hills City Caunul
members will conaider the issue in
a study session with Bosch offi-
cials 6 p.m. Jan, 26.

Boach plans to build a 258,000~
square-foot resenrch and develop-
ment facility at a cost of $37 mil-

Tion for ita newly acquired braking
division, The expansion ia expect-
cd to create 200 new joba.

Farmington Hills’ council has
been opposcd to tax breaks, citing
that residents are left to pick up
the difference. Council membera
recently turned down a exit per-
mit request by Hella North Ameri-
ca to move to Plymouth Township
in order to rrceive an abntement
there.

Stakes are targer in this case,
council memters admitted, Bosch
has six sites in Farmington Hills
alone and 11 percent of its nearly

New scrlpt.
for closed
theater

BY LARBY O'CONNOR
BTAFY WRITER

The ending to tho Old Orchard

change of script.

The threc-screen cinema on
Orchard Lake, north of 12 Mile, is
reopening under new management,
At least that'a the message on the marguec. And a
worker inside Wednesday said it could be re-opened
by the end of January.

Dk T SEVENTY-FIVE: cr.MTs
© 1908 LiomsTown Communications Network, Joe. )

Thenter is apparently undergoinga *

American Multi Cinema Inc. announced in

November it was shutting down three Detroit area
theaters, including the Old Orchard. The theater
had been open since the mid-1970s.

AMC rcportedly sold the property to a Southfield

company, which intends to operate the building asa
cinema - at least for the time being.

A person from Arie-El Entcrpnses of Southﬁeld
met with Farmington Hills city officials to discuas
possible options for the site, which is zoned for offico
:ut had a special use permit to operate as a movm

ouse.

“We haven't heard from him since,” said Ed Gar.

diner, Farmington Hills city planner.
A representative at Aric-El .Entcrpriscs declined
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SAD tales

It’s neighbor vs. neighbor:
in sewer, road changes ‘

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WIITER

Eli Pop and his ncighbors have to ante up neuﬂy

$12 000 for a uummry scwer, or as he referred tnit N

“a damn sewer.”
The 78-year-old Funnmgton Hills resident docsnl
mind a sewer 80 much as the $1.042 million cost,
which includes the $744,000 bid frotn the contractor
to do the job, The reat includes engincering, contin-
gency and ndmmlstruuon A majority af his neigh-
bors in d the sewer
and are willing to pay, though. 3]
“We're under two rocks: Expnnd and have c»cry~
one pay; Or stay the way we are,” said Pop, who is a
retired engincer.

Farmington Hills City Council approved the pro-
ject; Pop is obligated to fork over the money. Call it
the prico of democracy.

Specinl asseas-
ment districts, or
SADs, are vying
with death and
taxes as certain-
ties,

Specinl assess-
ments are used by

rond paving, water
and sewer
improvements.
The practice .is
seen aa the most
equitable way to
appropriate costs
for specific prn)cc?.s
requested by resi-
denta.

SADs bring an
equal amount of

Called for? Muddy holes:
mark this to-be paued
stretch-of ergewaod

rive in Farmington -
Hllls.

stoke -
debates of urban
progress vs, main-
taining rural sct-
ting, ncods as
oppnscd to desires,
and in pnrllculurly contnntmun cnses nelghbar
against neighbor.

Study time

Farmington Hills City Council members will look
at SADs nt an upcoming study session Saturday,
Jan. 24. The move is prompted after auccessive
hearings where rcaidc,nta and council members
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Planning a birthday bash

are shaplng up quite nicely,

Farmington Hills' plans for its 26th anniversary

ding to Jeff Stew-

art, co-chairman of the committee.
Stowart told the Interagency Council Thursday

FARMINGTON FOCUS

that tho cclebration will be on tho last weekend in
June. So far, they’re planning a dinnet/square dance
for $25 per person on Friday at the Costick Center,
Saturday’s ovents include a birthday cake ceremony

wonring seat belta,

The traffic fatality ia the firat thia
year in Farmington Hilla. Last year,
three pooplo died in accidents whilo
eight were killed in 1858,

“Wo're not off to a good start this
year,” Qroen said.

honoringdignitaries and oldes d and bury-
ing a time capsule at Heritage Park, along with a
petting zoo, community bands playing and much
more. t
C 1 bers are alsg p a fire-
works show at Founders Spo: Purk that nceds clty
approval and they're looking far a group to hosta

classic car show on Sunday at *.ho Costick Center.

Better 1ate than never ...

Ten Korean War veterans from Patrol Squadren
731, a reserve squadron which drilled at Naval Air
Sumon Grosae Ile and was called to nctive duty in
1950, will reccive their Distinguished Flying Cross-
[ thm Sunday afternoon in a ceremony at Leather
Bottle in Livonia, It's ane of naval nvmlinnn top
awards.

Commander Gary Dye, commanding officer of
Navy Recruiting Distriet Michigan, will present the
crosses. Recipients include Mike McDunn]d of Fnrm
ington Hilla and Ray Degroote of West B

sions to earn the cross, which required Congression.
al nppruvnl.
member and i Bill

Masser said the effort to secure the medals for the
farmer flyers fror Michigan began in 1979,

“The medals vero carned in 1951, The Navy
works in strange ways,” he quipped.

A total of 287 men belonged to the squndron.
They get together annually for reunions.

Class critters
Students at O.E. Dunckel Middle School recently
collected 61 assorted stuffed animals for their
*“Operation Teddy Bear” program and presented
them to the Farmington Hills Fire Department.
The stuffed animals wull be dmnbuwd to young

Recipients must have flown a minimum of 36 mis-

injured in the cifort
was Dunckol studont Kme«tly Peven.
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