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Parker again to serve SAD fompeas

s 47th chief judge

The Michigan Supreme Court
has appointed Judge Marla E.
Parker to again sorve as chief
judge of tho 47th District Court
.in Farmington. Parker's two-
yoar, term began Jan. 1.

- ‘It marks her accond stint at
the 47th District Court helm,
ggq -also was chiof judge in 1994-

" Parker succeeds Judge Freder-
ick.L. Harris, whose two-year °
torm as chief judgo luded
Do¢s31,

Aceording to state law, the
chief‘judge is tho director of tho
adminiatration of the court and
its primary representativo “in its
rélations with the Supreme

gonarsl public and the ne
media” |’

tion in November 1992,
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Court, other courts, other agen-,
cies of government, the bar, the

we

The graduatoe of the University
of Michigan and Wayne State
University Law School began
serving as o 47th Diatrict Judge
in January 1983, following elec-

She ia an active member of the
Hills
communitios, serving on the
Farmington Hills Commission
.on Children, Youth and Fami-
lies, Optimist Club and Chamber
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questioned costs, how homcowners aro
aceessed and the petitioning process where rea-
idents collect signaturea.

“I was rather improssed with the.whole
thing,” said Charlio Henry, a Ridgowood Street
resident. “It was n civic duty and I was ploased
with the outcomo. I think the nature of the
thing does pit neighbor va. neighbor.”

Henry is one of 27 out of 49 Ridgowood resi-
dents who wanted their dirt rond- paved, His
next door neighbor was dead-sot against it,

ing to maintain the neighborhood's rural

8
setting.

The two joked about it the night they went to
spenk at a_council meeting. Thoy're atill friond-
1y to ono another.

At the Dec. 15 meoting, though, Henry said
another vesident muttered “a--hole,” as he
walked pust her. o .

*She said at the mooting, ‘How dare you
change my neighborhood? " said Henry, who
lived on Ridgewood since 1886, *It changed
when I moved in; it changed when she moved
in. 1t changes overy time someone moves in,”

Such rancor is a byproduct of politics, o
Farmington Hills city official aaid,

“The way we've always looked at it is, it has
been an existing situation out there. Somebody
hos to actively pursue it to change it,” said
Tom Biaseli, Hills Public Services dircctor.
“You shouldn't have to actively maintain a sta-
tus quo.” -

Residents who wanted to maintain the sta-
tus quo in the Springbrook subdiviaion ques-
tioned the petition process.

These in favor — 20 of 38 residents or 52 per-
cent of tho subdivision ~ wanted to tap into o
city-installed water main, Supportera collected
a majority of signaturcs after the 60-day dead-
line, All 38 will bo asscssed an average of
$10,094 per single unit.

Council members accepted the petition but
allowed residents a couple of weeks to with-
draw their signatures. No ono did,

said. The answer
is not the threshold, he

cther you do a simply majority, a two-
thirds majority, a 60-pereent majority or what-
evor, the issuo is going to be tho same if you’re
on that edge. One vote will swing it either way.

“Is there a difference b a 66 t

700 omployeoa live in tho city.

"’l‘hiuplsyu little different than with
Holla ... This is an interatate issue,”
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi eaid.

City council mombers are not happy
boing atuck in the middle. There will
likoly be prossure from the state and
adti Jy the county to grant a tax

majority or a 61l-percont majority, 1 don't

know. A mnjority in a majority.”

Protecting all
Councilwoman Vicki Barnett understands
that, but democracy also means “recognizing
the rights of minoritics,” she said. Barnett has
ioned how resid are d, espe-
cially thoso with corner lots where tho cost is
18-20 pereent higher, That's because the lota
are on the front of two streets instead of one.
Undor ono rocommendation, those who live
on tho corner of a major thoroughfare ~ such as

ak, thoy said. .
br“cx‘hnvo :u problem with Bosch usking
fof it; jt's there on the tablo,” Council-
man Jerry Ellis said, “They've been a
good corporate citizen and they pay their

taxes. . .
“What I have a problem with ... is the
atate is offering this and they want us to -

pay forit.”

Council mombers want to look nt com-
pari of the two i b d
by Bosch that show it's cheapor to do

11 Mile - would only be d for
on an interior road.

On road improvements, the city helps out
with up to 20 pereent of the costs. The nmount
varies whether the road improvement involves
an already-paved thoroughfare or a gravel one.

Officinls see that as protecting existing
infrastructure. No such aid is typically offered
on sewers, drains or water mains.

That leaves Pop puzzled. ;

The city can afford to buy land for such
things na soccer fields, he said.

In all, Pop figures he'll pay $16,000, which
includes $3,500 to change from a septic ficld to
? Bower system and another $1,500 for a tap-in

{uy

Two programs allow for to be

businesa in Indiana.

[+) ing costs are esti d at $1.6
million more in Michigan than Indiana;
construction would be $20 million in the
Hoosier state compared to $37 million

hero.

“Ono of the comparisons is not fair,”
Vagnozzi-snid. “Thoy'ro talking about
building a now facility hero compared to
buying an existing building there.”

Councilwoman Vicki Boarnett also
wanted to look at whether companics
stay after the tax sbatement is up.
Meanwhile, some council membera are

d about the p dent such an
abatement would set.

The council plans to examine tax

b at its annual gonl-sotting

deferred - in proven cases of financial hard-

. ship — until the property is sold, Pop is not

interested,

“I'm not begging for money,” said Pop, who
plans to tako n second mortgage on his home.
It's unfair ... The ourden is on us.”
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iJun Tha Orchard Mall
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* SHANGRELA'

GOURMET CHINESE RESTAURANT

G KONG S$tyle Cooking

ites...Superb Varlety of [nlng Speclalties
in owr tanks, COOKED TO ORDER

RD'TAKE ROAD

lighting its high school football

Input received by Friday, Feb.
13, will be considered by a com-
mittee nbw studying the issuc.
The committee, made up of stu-
dents, stafl, parents and commu-
nity members, is cxpected to
make a formnl recommendation
to the school board this spring.

A survey form is now available
upon request, by calling Dinne
Bauman at the community rela-
tions office, (248) 489-3349. The

session Saturday, Jan. 24,

“This is going to be a very difficult
decision,” Councilman Terry Sever said.
“] hope tho peoplo at Bosch understand
... We need to look at this decision in
soveral different ways.”

District asks residents for
football lighting input

form aska residents whether
thoy “favor or oppose” lighting of
the fie)da and if they have specif-
ic concerna to pass on to the com-

mitteo. .
All forms musat be returned, by
Friday, Feb. 13. , to the -

School/Community Relations
po! t, Shi

Farmington, 48336. Responscs
also ean be faxed to Bauman at
{248) 489-3314. R
Bauman said the survey will
also be included in the next issue
of the district’s “Update”
newslotter, mailed in oarly
February to all district homes.
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You'll Find Out What Will Happen With a Living Trust...

~ WINTER
CLEARANCE
"SALE

FURTHER REDUCTIONS ON OUR ENTIRE STOCK
~ OF MEN'S AND WOMEN'S WINTER FASHIONSI
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SKIRTS*SWEATERS*SHIRTS
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* Your estate Mil transfer aulddr + If you're marred and gwl estate  + YoU'll aveld a conservatarship

to your family. upon your death, ¢ 13 worth less than $1,25 million, . i you become lnumdmcd—

without the expense of probate. ' there wilt be no federal estate 30 your estate will be run as
- . Jaxestopay. you see fit,

You'll Find Out What Wil Hagpen Without & Living Trust (aven it you hiav a wil)..

* Your estate will go through « If yqu're married and your estaté s+ If you become Incapacitated. o B “
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