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Behind the magic of flying
“Everyone has a dream, whether it's on_
-stage or off stago” said Paul Ruben, who pulls
. the strings to send Peter Pan airborne. "Fur
me, this is living a dream.”
He's not alone.
Em:!:l gerfnrmnncu Rubon ;n;ndn nwp‘ a ‘}0&
« foot ladder wearing a tress while a wire is tie
I(i’jldtg;zdbalek}’lugy ers p. re?;ma i Wait around his waist. On the othor end of tho wire
atie LJar p.m. at the piay- is Cathy Rigby, waiting to make the ultimato
house, 205 W. Long Lake, Troy. 5 . stage entrance. .
Tickets $11, (248) 988-7049 - At the right time, Rubon jumps from the
ladder, and Rigby ascends about 12 feot. Typi-
cally, audiencea react with a gasp.
The offcet ia the theatrical answer to pixie
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C[arkaton Toy Slxow features
more than 70 tables of vintage
toys, dolls, trains, advertising,
cap guns, Star Wars fi, t}ums, .
mechanical banks and American

- tin pieces, 9:30 a.m. t0 3

‘Knights of Columbus Hall 5660
Maybee Road, Clarkston. Admis-
sion $3, free for children ages 12

and younger, (248) 394- 0925

p.m. at Hill Auditorium, 825 N,
University, Ann Arbor. Tickets
$12.826, (734) 764-2638

Hot Tix: B.B, King - King of
the Blues — plays the Fox
Theatre, 2211 Woodward
Ave., Detroit with Bobby
Bland, 8 p.m. Tickets $27.50
and 836 (813) 983-6611

Boys Choir of Harlem performs 7

BY FRANE PROVENZAKO
BTAYF WRITER

my two young sons that I

actually talked to Wendy
Darling, most popularly known
uvs Peter Pan's real-world fancy
who travels with him to Never-
land. Apparently, even a 2 1/2
and §-year-old set limitations

I t wasn't easy oxplaining to

* on logic.

Their-incredulous response:

“You?l” After all, thoy figure,

I'm from the wacky, all-too-geri-
ous adult world. (Ha, in age
only.)

The coincidental discussion
with Wendy, I explained, came
about becauso she, the other
Darlings, Hook, Smee, Tinker
Bell and tho boy in green tights
who never grows up will soen
land in town,

Beginning this Wednesdoy
through Sunday, Jan. 26 the
agelesa characters will appear
ot the Detroit Opera House in
the hended-for-Brondway pro-
duction, “Peter Pan.”

If you think it's tough keep-
ing St. Nick's secret, try telling
o 2 1/2 year old preparing to fly
from his perch on tho couch
that the baby powder he's
sprinkled on his back isn't
magic flying dust.

But thon. magic works in
strange

That fcnrlen toddler invari-
ably takes a lonp. He lands feet
first, But his imagination soars,
He figures he iz flying. Who's
going to argue?

Ah, you seo, Poter Pan cannot
only fly, he's for real. It's just

flies into town

W What: “Peter Pan,” 8 threeact musical stareing Cathy Rigby
@ When: Wednesday, Jun. 21 tnrouah Sunday. Jun 25 |

I ‘Show times:

:+ 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. chnusduy, Jart, 21
= 7:30 p.m. Thursdoy-Fridoy, fan, 22-23

+ 2 p.m, and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jon. 24

¢ 1 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan, 25

& Tickets: $19.50-$49; (248) 645-6666, or (313) 871-1132.

@ Whare: Deotroit Opera House, 1526 Bro}!dwny {at Modison Avenuey,
one block east of Woodward Avenue, Detroit,

W For Information: {313) 872-1000.

adults who keep h:lm anrth-
bound. Peter Pan ia as real as
fi oflong ft

a play which first opened in
London, and then had produc-
tions th h the first half

of
endleas play in & world only

bound by the limits of imagina-
tion.

In a coherent moment, adults
might call Neverland by anoth-
or name: paradise.

A play about play .
‘Wendy, p'ayed by the dimiau-
t(vn Elisa Sagardia, has the

dless energy and i
to transform James M. Barrie’s
1902 classic into a modarn-dny
parable about the “game” of life.
Barrie's novel, Tha Little
Whito Bird,” included six chap-
ters about Peter Pan, In 1904,
the storics were condonsed into

of the century.

The musical version to be
seen by local nudicnces first
appeared on Broadway in 1964,
and starred Mory Martin in the
titlo role. Eventually, it's expect-
ed the current production, star-
ring Cathy Rigby, will land on
Brondway, probably in Decem-
ber.
In the late 1970s, “Peter Pan®
was reprised with Sandy Dun-
can. And in 1991, Rigby brought
her unmatched athleticism to
the role in a national tour. She's
received wide critical acelnim
and a Tony ination as best

Whilo the popular focus ia on
Peter Pan’s instructive whimsy,
it's Wendy who provides the
grounding for the story’s time.
less appeal.

The fantasy is enhanced by
four elaborate sots: the nursery,
Nevorland, the underground

. and the pirate ship. And, of

course, pixio dust apmnd every-
where,
With one I‘an in tho real.

“world and the other in the Nev-

erland fantesy scape, Wendy {8
arguably the central character.

“If the audience doesn’t
believe Wendy belioves in Poter
Pan, then they won't either,”
said Sagardia, who first
appeared in Detroit four years
ago in *Evita.”

“I never thought of Detroit as
a theater town until we stayed
there (for a month),” she said
from Palm Springs where the
company was finishing up ite
west coast run before heading
to the Midwest.

*“Detroit is incredibly recep-
tive, a city that opens its arms,”
said Sagardia, who has an
unconventional training for the
stage.

After receiving a bachelor’s
degree in paychology at UCLA,
Sagardia was deciding whether
to attend graduate school when
she heard about an audition for
the young mistress in “Evita,”
Her last onstage appearance
was in high school.

“I was over 18, but I could
look like & teenager,” she said.
That seems appropriate. Wendy

actress for her role.

Please see Pﬁ, E2
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-Jom the cast of Sesame Street on an imaginary journey

Muslcat axtravaganza: Join Sam the Postman, and
the cast of Sesame Street Live, as they invite audi-
ences to put on join them'on some amazing imagi-
nary journeys in *1-2-8... Imaginel” .

BY KLELY WYGONIK

Who says you can’t go back to
Scsame Street after you're all
grown up?

“Most of tho parents taking their
kids to oo Sesame Stroot Live
grow up on Sesamo Street,” snid

- program director Kim Gladman.

*Sesame Street is 28 years old. It'a
our 18th sonson live”

This year's prescntation -
Sesama Streat Live *1-2.3. . . Imog-
ine,” invites audiences to join Big
Bird, Burt and Ernie, nnd tho rest
of t}m geng as thoy explore thoir
imaginationa in o 80-minute musi.
cal extravaganza,

“This show is unlike any other,”
said Gladman. “There’s a live
human being — Sam tho Postman —
who delivers postcards, which
takea tho charactors on imaginery

journoys. Having a live pcrsm\ on
stage gives the show a bit more
ronlity, Sam interacts with the
characters.”

Burt reccives a posteard from
his Cousin Bubbles, an underwa-
ter photographer, and then imag-
ines ho's under the sea.

Qacar vacations on the trashy
heaches of Club Mud, Elmo skips
to rain forest rhythms and Ernio
captains a ahip on the high seas.

“It'a & wonderful show,” snid
Gladman, “Theso are the children's
heroes, their idols, and they learn
from them. They encournge chil-
dren to tap into their imagina-
tions, You con go anywhere, or bo
anything you want to be, but first
you have to have an jmaginary
mind set.”

Parents will r ize somo of

Street, nnd children will know the
words to sume of the newer songs.
There are also some Aongs written
especially for this show.

Some grandparents might never
have been to Scanme Street, but
chances are pretty good they've
been to the Fox.

*There's a lot of nostalgia,” said
Glndmnn. and Bill Lec of Birming-
ham, senior divector of marketing
for Olympia Entertainment. “Par-
cnts and grandpnrents taking kids
to the Fox will say 'l remember
when I took your mom or grandma
to a movie here™

For many children, Sesame
Strect Live is their first exposute
to a live performance, and being in
the theater.

Except for performances in New

their favorite songs from Sesame

Ploaso sco JOURNEY, £2 -

Sesamo Stroat Live's
*1-23. . . Imaginal” -

W When: Twenty-four performances, . -
Wednesday, Jan. 21 through Sunday,
Feb, 1.

W Where: Fox Trnum. 2211 Wood-
ward Ave., Delroi

 Tickets: $15, ”2 & $9, {limited
numbar of $22.50 VIP sasts aiso
availsbie), {248} 4331513, Catt

(313) 9836811 for mora information,
or {313) 5063211, the 24-howr Infoc-
matlon o0 8cSassible seating and spe-
<Ial needs. Groups of 20 or more cen
call {313) 965-3099 for detalls on dis-
counts, and ticket svalladliity,

Highight:
M Bring a sightly used childeen's
ook, In £ood condition tothe 7 p.m,
Thuraday, Jan, 22, performance ond
reciove 8 new Sesame Stroet Golden
Book. The used books will be donated
o a literacy charty program.
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