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i’Brﬁthérs“Creéggan‘_také a break to playvtogether

Ringing in the
* Now Yoar with
16,000 people at
The Palnce of
"Auburn Hills,
the Canadian
pop band the
Barenaked
Ladieceas

CHRISTINA
1. Fuoco

sold-out ahow
was the biggest
of its carcer,
That hasu't stopped their need
to play clubs. Two members of
tho band are returning to small
venues to promote their side
- projects.
*-'BNL bassist Jim Creoggan
and’his brother Andy Creeggan,
thé band’s former keyboardist,
are performing Sunday, Jan. 18,
at the Magic Bag in Ferndale in

support of its aptly titled albums -

e Brotheras Creeggan” and
“The Brothers Creeggan I1.”

announced the:

Opening for the brothers is
Kevin Hearn, BNL's key-
boardist, and his band Thin-
buckle. .

“We're sort of in between tour.
ing and (recording)*hn album _
with tho Ladies. It's nice to go
out and put it (tho music) out
thore. We've alwaye eold Broth-
ers Creeggon CDs ot Barenaked
Ladies shows and we've had o
mail-order service through my’
mom. That's how it survived,”
Jim Creeggan snid with o laugh,

Prior to thia tour, The Broth-
ers Croeggan roleased aibums
and did a few *odd gigs here and

ore” .

. The Toronto-born brothers
began playing music together in

high school as the Backstreot . said

Band performing songs- by
bands ranging from Elvis to the
Weather Report. They scon
moved on to experimental jazz
with Tuna Straight.

In 1987, they formed an a
capolla quartet called The Syn-
thotics and won the National
Rising Star talent contest at the
Canadien National Exhibition
beating out some feliow Canadi-
an teenager named Alanis
Moriszetto, who was then 13.

-Several projects followed
including a stint with tho Toron-
to Symg_hony Youth Orchestra.

The brothers got together to
record classical, jazz, Latin, rog-
time and pop music as The
Brothera Creoggan “mainly, [
think becausc there's just o
brother thing that needed to be
explored ta the fullest. It’s there,
and we just wanted to give it its
full potential,” Jim Creoggan

g, .

“Most of it is centered around
tunes on tho two instruments -
doubla bass and piano, and then,

_on the recordinga, we build stuff’

around that. We explore the duo

possibilities, whereaa the Bare-
naked Ladies havo more of a
band sot up where it's five indi-
viduala doing what comes out of
that combo.”

They recorded their first
album, “The Brothera Creeggon”
(Roprise) from 1993 to 1994 dip-
ping into Jim Creeggan's oxperi-
encos traveling in Belize ond
Guatemale, For example, the
“Clown Song” tells the story of
Creeoggan’s meoting with a
Belizian “tour guide” and other
‘clown friends to Andy Creeg-
gan'a jozzy piano. The musically
frenetic  “Takin' Out the
Garbage” talka about cleaning
and things that are taken for
granted. It also shares BNL's
trademark scnse of humor,
“Never felt o keen/when I use
Mr. Clean.”

In February 1995 Andy Creeg-
gan loft the Borenaked Lndics
but continued his work with The
Brothers Crecggan to study
composition at McGill Universi-
ty in Montreal,

“He sort of wanted to cxplore
his own sort of personal stuff
and music all tied into one,” Jim
Creeggan explained.

"“He's fooling around trying

- new things, He was the carliest

one to join the band. He had
nover really got to try university
and he'’s sort of doing that right
now”

He took time out from his
studics to record “The Brothers
Creeggan IL" Two sangs - “Suite
for Sarah” and “Squiggly Line" -
were recorded as part of a collec-
tion of lullabies they wero writ-
ing. The Latin-like “Cows, Chick-
ens and Pcas” continues the
theme of Andy Creeggan’s fasci-
nation with farm animals.

It seems like whenever the
brothera have free time, they're
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working on music. Andy Creeg-
gan took the surplus of his
material and released "Andi-
work." Jim Creeggan ployod
bass on four songs on Sarah
McLachlan's latest album “Sur-
facing,” and on one tuno on
Meryn Cadeli’s debut album
*Angel Food for Thought” .-
The brotheras accompanicd
Jane Siborry on “My Mother is
Not the White Dove” on the
“Honor the Earth” tribute CD. |
Jim Creeggan oxplained that
at the Magic Bag he and his

-brother will perform a few BNL

songs including “Spider In My
Room” from its 1886 album
“Born on a Pirate Ship”
{Rcprise).

As for the Barenaked Ladies,
singer/guitarist Ed Robertson
ond singer Stoven Page are
warking on new songs, some of

which the band debuted at The - McCi

Palaco show.

*I love them so that's great,”
ho said laughing.

The Brothers Creeggan and
Hearn aren’t the only onocs
working outaide BNL. Besides
his own album, Hearn has been
recording with the Rheoatatics,
Drummer Tyler Stewart has
been playing around Toronto in
a band calied Arsed with a for-
mer publiciat for BNL and fellow
Toronto musicians,

“It’s kind of like the Cara
meots Oasis, or Oasis mecta 38
Special,” Stewart said giggling.

Side projccta, he explains,
makes BNL “looser.” .

“I learn how to make the
music more fun,” Stewart said.
“The Ladies are pretty fun. It
doesn't look like we're that scri-
ous, but we take the music very
seriously. That's very uncool to
admit, but it's true. I learn a cer-
tain senae of lightness when [

play with anyone clse. We play
whj; a differont energy. The last
tour was 21 months long and it
was tiring. It's good to step out
and do something different.”
The Brothers Creeggan and
Thinbuckle perform 8 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan, 18, at the Magic Bag,
22920 Weodward Ave. in Fern-
dale, Tickets are $10 in advance

- for the 18 and older ahow. Cail

{248) 644-3030 or visit http://
wwu.magicbag.com for more
information. The Brothers Creeg-
gan's website is  http:l ] www,
musicwest, com/! Artists! C/
Crecgganl!

s Dotroit Red Wing and
WKRK-FM DJ Darren McCarty
hos been nominated for an
ESPN ESPY Award for his
gamo-winning goal against
Philadelphia in the NHL Finala
last geason. Fans can vote for
arty two ways — by calling
(800) 976-ESPY. or by visiting
the unofficial McCarty website
at http:// www. darrenmccarty.
com boginning Thursday, Jan,
15. The ESPY Awards , which
represent the convergence of the
sports and entertainment com-
munities, were created by ESPN
in 1993 and are given for Excel-
lonco in Sports Performance in
more than 30 categories, The
show will be aired live at 8 p.m.
Mondny, Feb. 8, from Radio City
Music Hall in New York.

If you have a question or com-
ment for Christina Fuoco write
her at The Obscrver & Eceentric
Newspapers, 36261 Schooleraft
Road, Livonia, M1 48150, or via
e-mail at cfuoco@aol.com, or
leave a message at (734) 953
20485, ext, 2130. Christina Fuoco
reports on pop music during the
K-Rock report Fridays at & p.m.
with Millen.

is ngeless, too.

She got the role in a national
tour, then went on to play Bielke
and Grandma Tzeitel, the
youngest daughter and oldest
character in “Fiddler on the
Roof”

Landing back in LA, Sagardia,
29, spent a couple years of film-
ing commorcials for Kmart,
Wammeo hula hoops, Coca-cola
and Mattel. Then she figured it
might be time to pull out her
“fall-back”™ plan and pursuc &
carcer as a psychologist,

Then she heard Rigby was
putting together another tour of
“Peter Pan.”

“From that moment, I knew
that the role of Wendy was for
me," she said.

While others who auditioned

1 confeps to a rother troubling
calculntion: 1 have read, seen,
heard and played the “Peter Pan”
fantasy more than any living
adult.

My youngest son is Peter Pan,
just like his brother before him.
Me?

For about thoe last four years,
I've been assigned the role of the

humorless, crotchety Captain
Hook ~ the mean, old fuddy-
duddy who personifies adults
who've forgotten how to play.

Every time Peter Pan comea.
locking for me, I put on my hook-
hand, and pull out my imaginary
sword, We spar. We tount. It's
agreed: The loser will be fed to
the nlligators. .

Grow up? Forget it.
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dust.

Ruben has worked the trusses
and wires for more than 300 dif-
forent productions of “Peter
Pan,” including about 1,500 2;:i!r-

FX

tended to overplay Wendy,
Sogardia didn't fall into that
trap.

“The producers Jiked my inno-
cence in the role,” she aaid.
“Wendy is all about ‘wondor.™

And besides, Sagardia and
Rigby are about the samae size,
and loak like & natural match,
ain:n opening in Socramento in

for His
Flying Illusions, has alzo handed
tho l?vitutinn elfects far' other

*Wizard of Oz, “Angels in Ameri-
ca,” “Tommy" and “Phantom of
the Opera.”

*This is the best ‘Peter Pan’
T've been involved with,” he said.
Although ho had yet to sce

ber, they'vo doveloped an
on-stage chemistry.

“Cathy doos different things
each night — gestures, move-
ments,” said Sagardia. “She'll
play and ad lib. I know that each

first-hand the di ions of the
Detroit' Opera Houre, Ruben
expeets that the theater will
allow for the grandest of Nying
ventures — o trip over tho audi-
ence. *
The ional producti

night I've got to find
now”
The play nevor ends.

begins with John ln'c'nvoili'n sot
designs. The four scts in “Petor
Pan” creato n bigger-than-life

. Journey from page E1

-fantasy, said Rubon.

The sets advance the story
from tho Darlings’ nursery to
Noverland to the Lost Boys’
underground to Captain Hook's
pirate ship. And finally, back to

0 nursery. .

Along the way, Ruben scts
wings on tha backs of Peter Pan,
the Darlings — Wendy, Michael,
John - and a Neverland bird.

The moasive set and special
flying apparatus will bo leaded
into the Detroit Opora Houae in
about an hour-and-a-half, snid
Ruben.

*The producera not only cxpect
the highest standard of safety
and special effects, but expect us
to sot up as fast as posaible.
We're on a tight budget.”

\ Apparontly, oven Neverland
lives according to fiscal responsi-

bility, .
~ Frank Provenzano

York, more people see Sesamo
Street Live in Detroit at the Fox
than anywhore elsc in tho coun-
try. Tho show tours 50 cities, and
Pulmn is tho second most popu-
ar.
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“It's whol gond family
fun,” said Gladman. "The orches-
tration is absolutely phenomo-
nal, There are 17 cast members,
and 21 choractors shown. The
cast is very diverso. Thoy range
in nge from 18 to 43 and come
from all aver the country.”

. Besides bolng ontartaining ~
and an onjoyable “blast from the
past” — Scsamo Stroot teachos

. children that learning is fun. .

In an offort to promoto fire
safoty, Childron's Television
Workshop," tha creators of
S Streot, are p i
“Stop, Drop and Roll,” 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 27 before the 11
a.m, porformanée, |

Children will Joarn about fire

safety us-Sesamo Street charac-
ters porform to the “Stop, Drop
and Roll” tapo, after a short talk
on fire safoty by a local eafety
officer. . .

During the p: {on, chil.

value, Olympia Entertainment is
offaring five echool matinces, ot
87 par tickot to schaols — a sig-
nificant savings aince full price
l!c}eu range from $9 to $22.50.

dron will be encouraged to join
tho characters in practicing the
“Stop, Drop and Roll,” and will
recoivo fire cortificates, *

Like the croators of Sesame
Street, Loo said Olympia Entor-
toinmont, which owns the Fox

Theatre, belioves in offering stu.

denta opportunities for “educa.
tion in entertainmont.”

Ecch, year, a number of dis-
counted tickets are offered to
school ps for spocially deaig-
natod ahows, - .-

“It offors kids who wouldn’t
otherwise have a chance to go to

n livo program the chance to go,” .

Bx]ﬂd I;u.ﬂpl’ all ltl)m showa
lympia offors to school grou
Sesame Stroet Live is tg;obep:t.

tho arrival of an
avorago of 50-80 school buscs
transporting children to the
show is a logistica) foat.

“Wo've got it down protty
good,” said Lo, *It's quito amaz-
ing, it's very woll orchostrated
ovent. Occanionally we havo a
fow loat mittens and conts.”
m-’l‘hc Ob:inrvar!:ofccumric i;

-8pOnsoring a swap wit!
WYCD *~ Young Country, bofore
the 7 p.m, Thursday, Jan. 22 per-
formance. Bring & used chil-

ren's book, that's in good condi-
tion, and roceive a free “Sesamo
Street” Golden Book, Limit one
book per-child. The book swap
will begin in the Jobby of tho Fox
Theatro at & p.ri, Books will be
donated toa litoracy program.



