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“Awesome.”

In a word that's how Britta
Ottoboni described the impact of
being chosen again by the U.S.
Olympic Committee to be a
trainer with the American snow-
boarding and Alpine ski teams.

A trainer ot West Bloomfield
High School, Ottoboni left yes-
terday for a scrics of snowboard-
ing moota on the West Coast
before heading to the Olympic
games in Nagano, Japan, in
February. ‘

This is the first year that
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snowboarding will be an Olympic
sport. The sport ia akin to surf-
ing on the snow with athletes
riding five-foot boards down the
slopes.

“I'm very oxcited about this
because I know a lot of the ath-
letes,” Ottoboni aaid. And there
is the thrill of boing at the
Olympic games.

“You live in the Olympic Vil
lage. You live and eat with the
athletes,” sho said. “It’s un expe-
rienco you can'’t explain.” |

As g trainer, Ottoboni oversees
the health of the athletes, moni-
toring their condition and treat-
ing injurica, That ia cssentially
what she docs at the high achool
where she works with studenta
athletes,

“I'm o linison between the
coaches, athletes and physi-
cians,” Ottoboni said.

Although sho is part of o team
of troiners and physicians, she
can have an extraordinary
impact on an athlete. A_decision
to take an athlete out of play ean
bring a disappointing end to
years of training and competi-
tion.

“The worat part is to tell an
athlete, You can't participate,’”
Ottoboni said. “It's a tremendous

responsibility.”

But injurics aron’t common.
Athletos are finely tuned and
well-oxperionced by the time
they reach the Olympic games,
sho aaid.

Originally from Farmington
Hills, Ottoboni said she enjoyed
gporta in high schoal and wanted
to go into physical therapy. She
studied nt Central Michigan
University and worked in Cali-
fornia for three years before
returning to this area.

She actually is omployed by
the Henry Ford Houlth Care
Systoms working at West Bloom-
field High School.

Ottoboni got involved in the
Olympic games 10 years ngo by
volunteéring to be o trainer. She
was nt the 1992 Olympics in
France and was at Atlanta in
1998 was hecad trainer for the
basketball teom.

“I've been in some, amazing
places,” she said. “My commute
in France wos a 30-minute gon-
dola ride up n mountain,” he
said.

Botween the Olympics she
works with tcams at various
events. Although the Olympics
are the most visible and presti-
gious cvents, there veally are no

more than part of a series of a
season of events for many ath-
letes.

“Sinco 1988 I've spent a year
just traveling,” she said. Tho
current trip will take her out of
town for six weeks. She credits
her husband Vince, who is a
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West Bloomficld firefighter,
Henry Ford and the school dis-
trict with grent patience to allow
her to jaunt nround the world.

“They've been wonderful,” sho
snid,

The only concern she has, she
anid, is the uncertainty of the

anowboardera. -
They have a reputation for fly- <
ing wildly down tho slopes.
Their attitude is reflected in
their mascot: “Animal” from Th¢
Muppets. vo.,
*I don't know what's going to
bo happening with them.”

Melissn Garr was transferred |,
last Thursday, Jon, 8, to Rain- |
bow Rehabilitation, a transition: "
al facility for adolescent victiing”
of closed head injury. The 16
year-old had been hospitalizod |
at St. Joscph Mercy Hospital in’;
Ann Arbor for several monthy..
due to a bizarre poolside acel-
dent that left herin a coma. -

Meclissa’s new address is 12300
Romney, Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan, 48304,

Meanwhile, her trach was
removed Tuesday. She is npw
able to eat soft foods, naid her
father, Farmington Hills Fire.
Lt. Michacl Gorr.

He noted that 160 registered
donars turned out for the recent
American Red Cross blood drive,
held at the new No. 5 station.
Those donors gave 126 pints of
blood, to help supply depleted
blood bank rescrves in south-
castern Michigan,

Melisza, who would have been
o junior at Farmington High
School this year, was critically
injured on July 23 when a heavy
bronch fell and struck her on the
head. She went into o coma
before beginning to emerge from

her injuries in September. R

“MILITARY NEWS' |

If you have military news with
a Farmington-area connectidn,
send it to: Military News, Farm!
ington Observer, 33411 Grapd
River, Farmingion 48335,
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Capt. Laura Kurzyna, whope %
parents live in Farmington
Hilla, "
w a 8
award-
ed the

lence, Laura Kurzyna

presonted by Major General
Thomas, commandor, U.S. Arthy
Intelligenco Center and Feért
Huachuca, Ariz. '

Kurzyna was selected for this
award for her outstanding con-
tributi to tho Fort Huact
Ariz., clnims office, She waa also
selected as an instructor at the
annunl U.S. Army Claims Cort-
ferenco in Baltimore. B

Kurzynd is a graduato of
Michigan State University, the
University of Detroit School -of
Law School and Boston Univer-
sity. She is a member of the NI{-
noia and American Bar Associn-
tions and tho daughter of Mr.
and Mra. Joseph Kurzyna of
Farmington Hills.




