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.- Tho final 12 were selected to pre-
sent an overall picture of this
turbylent time in Monet's life. -,
" Four of the “La Do Bacle (The
Broakup of the Ice)” paintings
(which all have the same name)
. f‘:ﬂ!ll New Z?i}and, Mndrid, the
‘of Michigan M

-.of Art, and Switzerland are
included to, {llustrate: Monet's
early attompta at using a serial
approach, T a !
“Wo wanted to. highlight the
" Debacle series and the sub- -
. griups within this series,” snid’:
.. Dixon. “This poriod hgen't been
. studied that much:*It turna hia

; Monet from éag.eC?

painter as Monet, the Debacle or
anything with that kind of
impact, an;artist would be anx-
ious torecord.” N o

“La Debacle,” the version
ownod by the University of

Michigan Muscum - of Art,’

dopiets. the ice-filled Seino as
Aveard!

finished them later in the studio,
*“The Scine at Lavacourt’ {s

. tho largest painting in the
“ it'and done when Monet was try-.

ing to get back into the Salon,”
said McNamara, ot

While painting “La Debacle”
(the veraion on loan from tho
Kun. in Sw land)

cold and h

to records, 1879 was tho coldest

winter ever recorded in tho

region with the temperature

falling to 13 below zero. A sud-

dop thaw at the end of Decem-
- herysent a torrent of jco and
* gnow ‘rushing through Vethouil

_and Lavacourt, toppling treos’

and havoe a8 the river

- life around. He's 1
with the light and atmaspherc;
© then at Vothouil for tho laté’
1880s gerial paintinga. For any-
icated a landscapo

made. its way toward Paris.
Pninting onan casel on ice and
snow-covered banks, Monot
ketched the works on site and

- oneaas d
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in
Monct wrote to friends and, told
them that conditiona werce

changing so fast that he couldn’t
paint on site, McNamara said.

Research, .
' Dixon and MeNamara visited

Vethoui! and Paris last spring to
“rescarch archives for insight to

this- period of Monot's life, and
for background to write essays
for the catalog, which oxamines
the historical and biographical

ovonts surrounding the Vetheuil
paintings. .

Charles Stuchy. Menet achol-

ar and curator of the Monat.

exhibit at the Art Institute of
Chicago in 1995, also wrote one
of tho cn!ﬂlnx:u ossays. Both

town,”

said  McNamara.
“Vothouil is still o little town -
acrass tho river.and fairly
unchanged, unlike Givorny

‘which has become a tourist trap

and Argenteull, swatlowed by o
heavily industrialized city,” said
MeN: 0 letters nro vory

Dixon-and ara look-
ing forward to returning to
Vetheui) as guides for a tour,
“From Delacroix to Monet,” in
Franco Moy 16-24. The deadline
for reserving a place on the trip
is Jan. 30, Highlights include
walking tours of sites where
Monet - painted and special
exhibits at Musec dos Beaux-
Arts in'Rouen and Grand Palais,
. Paris in"honor of the bicentenni-
al of Delacroix's birth. .

important beeause thoy reveal
how Monet feels. We also took
ook at accounts of the Debaclo
in Paris, where barges wore »
being crushed against tho piors,
to show how the press in Paria
portrayed this.”

Ono of the most momorable
experioncea took placa whilo
roscarching Monet’s account
books where he recorded sold
paintinga with titles as simplo as
7 Tand, h

*Tho trip was y to put
us in touch with scholars and the

“That was wonderful to hold
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his ledgers and have access to
rare articles and exhibition cata.
logs,” snid McNemara. “That
was really a treasurod moment,
You fael like you‘re moving
insido his brain.”

The stories behind the paint-
ings such ne “Vetheuil in the
Fog” from the Musoe Marmottan
in Paria illuminate Monet not
only aa & painter.but as a man.

-«It'a one of the.sketchiost
paintings,” said Dixon. “Monct
offercd it to opera'star Jean Bap-
tiate Faure, he refused to pur-
chaso it, years later ! Fauro saw
it ngain and wanted to purchase
it but Monet wouldn't sell it to
him. It bocamo one of his
favorite paintings and never left
Monot's hands during hia life-
time.”

Ward Presbyterian Church in
Livania on Feb, 27. She original-
ly called to book a tour in Octo-
ber, Spaces are still available for

. art lovers ago 55 and over in the

corts as far away as Toronto. In

1995, when the Monet exhibit

ran in Chicagoe, three groups
made the trip.

“There's been a tremendous
* aaid VanDusen of

. For more infi
ion, enll (313) 422-1150, .
*I think it's something the
group would cnjoy and not usu-
ally available. It's a unique and
privileged thing.” said Wold. “I'm
- personally interested in Monet
and saw his work on a 1992 trip
to Franco and Giverny and the
1996 Chicago exhibit.” .
Kay VanDuaen, travel director
of The Community Houae in

our after reading the story in
_tho Arts & Leisure scction of The
Eccontric in February. The Com-
munity House regularly hosts
trips to muscums, theater per-
'ormances and symphény con-

Conversat

T
Bloomficld Hills, “This, particu-
lar exhibition is centercd around
onc of our own paintings and
having all his werks together for

+ theo first timo in 8 century is.very *

exciting, Plus amaller exhibi-
tions arc comfortable and you
absorb moro:ond it's going to bo
so wonderful havingiscen the
haystacka gnd-tho lilies in
Chicago,” L
Sharon Horman, a Detroit
Institute of the Arts docent for
the Art to the Schools Program,
will join a-group of friends, also
Arts to the Schools docenta, for a
trip to the Monet exhibition.
Herman booked the tour two

- N
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wécks ngo. Scvoral of the
docents saw the Chicago exhibit

‘in 1985,

““Wo go to the art gallerics and
specinl musoum exhibitions
whenover we can for our own
personal enrichment,” said Her-

.man, a West Bloomfield resi-

dent. *We're all involved with
the art world, studying it. The
thirst for Monat is insatiable,
and the fact that these pieces

-haven't been shown together

beforn is the reason wo want to
see the exhibition,”

Jennifor Tobin, exocutive
director of the Plymouth Com-
munity Arts Council “can’t wait®
to sce the exhibition, -

charactoristics: creativity, high
cnergy and on innovative
approach to marketing.

*“We'l) work on the way weo
communicate and market the
activities of the DSO,” he snid.

“We'll be a little more experi-
montal. We'll mix it up, try to
present more avents in the hall,
broaden our jozz and family pro-
graming as well.”

During his 10-ycar stint as
chief exccutiva at-the Pacific
Symphony, Spisto “blended
artistic savvy, strect smarts and
indefatignble persistence in
fund-raising and building rela-
tionships,” according to the
Orange County Register. i

In practical terms, Spiato's

lentl T ed into

national attontion, especially
since Pacific Orchestra eme:
during o docade wheare other
orchestras were folding and find-
ing it difficult to aubsiat.

While Spisto ~ like all other
director of symphonics = will
attempt to find now ways to
raise funda, he'll inherit the D;Sg

wi

dovclop moro corporate partner-
rhips.

“I was overwhelmod by the
dovolopment projects, and the
‘can do’ attitude in Detroit,” said
Spisto, who flew into Detroit at
the end of Scptember and
Navember.

*For me, this rolo is all about
buildi lationships with the

in sound fi ial cond;
a $23 million budget, nearly
triple the size of the Pacific
Orchestra'a,

In moving to the Midweat,
Spisto is hall a continent closer
to his hometown of Brooklyn.
And just down the Ohio Turn-
pike from Pittsburgh, where he
spent three years as director of
murkntin;;pl‘or the Pittsburgh

“I think, it’s a oppor-
tunity to have the exhibit this
close to us,” said Tobin.

‘will no doubt gain momentum.
Tho revised time table calls for
the sculpture to be in place by
2000,

It'a time to move shead with
he Gateway projcct. But more
mportantly, it's time to become
more tolerant of the myriad

*SCHEDULED TO APPEAR;
~ Bobby Higginson
1h

Brina Hunté
Teny Cck
" .

viewpoints on what is “appropri-

ate” public art. :
The strength and curac of a
demoeracy is the struggle to
move ahead into a diversified
world, yet still maintain a cul-

tural heritage. It's o delicate bal-

ance.

‘.152'

e Nusit,

o Anlagraph opportuniites
o A haseball video areade
© Nidds activily ared  chmemi,
® fan fnteractive center
o nstrnctional clintes
o Spectal Guest seminars
fer musenm display
. National Anthem anditions
% off select Tger mercbandise
o Opportunity to purchase

season and gronf tckets

SATURDAY, JANUARY. 24 ‘-8
10 AM - 4 PM, COBO ARENA AND HALL - -

. TICKEYS JUST $§ - .
- AYAFLABLE AT THE JOE LOUIS ARENA BOX OFFICE
ANY TICKETMASTER GUTLET, :
OR (ALL 248-25-TIGER -

And now, it's time to atep up to
thot challenge. .

Frank' Provenzano is an aris
reporter for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers. He can be
reached at (248} 901-2567, or
send information to 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, 48009.
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rcxafasrmn

more than doubling tho Pacific
Orchestra’s budgat to $7.5 mil-
lion, leading a $6 million fund-
raising campaign that crased a
$658,000 deficit ahead of sched-
ule, and established an cndow-

ment,
“It's bittersweet to leave,” ho
aaid. “I spent my 30s here, and

for me, this ia where I grew up.” -

Indced, Spisto’s maturity in
leading a aymphony gained

-ART BEAT

Art Beat features various hap-
penings in the suburban art
world. Send Oakland County
arts news leads to Frank Proven-
zano arte reporter, Birmingham
Eccentric Newspaper, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, 48009, or
fax (248) 644-1314.

FINAL DAY

Mect Italian artist Littorio Del
Signore during an exhibition and
sale of his works 2-4 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 18 at Park West
Gallery, 28469 Northwestern
Highway, Southfield. The exhibit
continucs to Feb. 6.

During the special exhibition

a.

At a watershed in ita history,
tho DSO hos an ideal opportuni-
ty to redefine itselll as Orchestra
Place neara completion, said
Spisto.

Among his top prioritica over
the next five yeors, he said, will
be to increase ticket aales,
appeal to younger audiences, get
orchestra memberas  more
involved in music education pro-
grams around the area and

hours, Del Signore will mingle
with patrons, answer questions,
and sign any of his paintings
that are purchased. Del Sig-
nore'a worka feature oil painting
on canvas. Using vivid colors, he
depicta mainly outdoors images,
including beautiful city strecta
and people. Born in Sulmona,
Italy in-1938, Del Signare maved
to Montresl, Canada with his
family in 31978. In Sulmona, Del
Signore studied with the master
Panfilo Del Beato. He continued
his studica at the Ecolo dos
Beaux-Arts in Annency, France.
There he studied with J.P. Ser-

OPENS THIS WEDNESDAY!

board, the orchestra and the
community.”

Roportedly, Spiato wus at the
top of the DSO'a top 20-candi-
date list. After Volpe resigned in
August, DSO Board Chair Al
Glancy contacted Spisto and
oncouraged him to apply. .

“] was impressed with the no-
nonsense stylo of the board, and
they immediately engaged me,”
said Spisto. “The board is a
“Wha's who' (in Detroit). The enly
thing that'll take some getting
used to is the weather.”

Initially, it scems that Spisto
will focun on elevating his profile
as o player in the metro aren cul-
tural scene.

“I'm going to live this job every
waking moment,” he said. “It's
like being & minister of a parish.
Yaur work is never done.”

ralongue and carned a diploma
with honare,

Del Signare'’s oil paintinga are
in many private, public, and car-
parate collections in Europe and
America, His works also hang in
tho Pinacatheque and City Hall
of Chioti, Italy. Musical nrtist
Celine Dione includes Del Sig-
nore in her private collection.

Park West Gallery is open 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-Wednes-
day, until 9 p.m, Thuraday-Fri-
dny and Saturday and 11 am. to
6 p.m. Sunday . For more infor-
mation, call (248) 364-2343 or
{B800) 521-9654.

MUSIC WORKSHOP

Theo first in a serics of Clnssi-
cal Musical Appreciation Work-
shops bogina with former WQRS
morning hoat Paul Ruasell 7
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24 at Bor-
deors Books & Music, 30996
Orchard Lake Road, Farmington
Hills,

The public is invited to attend
tho (ree ovont. For information,
call 1248) 737-0110,

Russall will lead a discusaion
of three new CDs from Deutache
Grammaphon: *A Hymn for the
World” (Cecilia Bartoli/Andrea
Bocolli), “Notre Dame Polypho-
ny” (Orlando Consert), and
“Mysatic (Messinen)' (Myung-
Whun Chung).

SIGNING

Marian Nelson, author of the
children’s book “Priscilla’s
Patch,” will sign copics of the
book 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24
after storytimo at the Northville
Diatrict Library, 212 West Cady,
Street. Plymouth artist Jennifer
Riopolle, who illustrated the
book, will alsa bo on hand. Call
(248) 349-3020,

Nelson will also bo at a story-
timo and book signing 11 a.m.
Tuosday, Jan. 27 and 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan, 28 at Barnes &
Nablo Booksellers, 17111 Hog-
gzilﬂondé l:‘ort':witln for o suﬁ

o and book signing. Co!
(248) 348-0698, | ning

BUYING. BEANIE BABIES!




