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industry
based on high-profilo personali-
ties, reputation and hearsay,
Tripp better got uscd to the
attention.

On Saturdoy his 30-minute
film, “Yellow Wooden Ring,” pre-
micred at one of nine venucs at
Sundance Film Festival in Park
City, Utah, nearly 1,000 miles
from tho tinsc) and fnat talking
producers in southern Califor-
nia. A second screening is sched-
uled for Monday.

A Midwest premiere of “Yellow
Wooden Ring” will be probnbly
held in Birmingham in loto
spnng, smd ’l‘nppA

For

Natlve American perspective: While dressing for the
Rabbit Dance, Valma (front) uncovers a secret from her .

mother’s past in “Yellow Wooden Ring” by Barrett Tripp.

The film features an 18-member cast of Native Ameri- " -

cans.

B ‘Along the way, 1 set goals for myself .... Flrst
was to get Into grad school, then to completea |
film. Sundance was peyond my wildest dreams.' .

Barrett Tripp’

filmmakers |

deals wuh the cogent issue of

one's cultural heritage.

\ an invitation to the
Sundance Film Featival is akin
to being named to the All-Ameri-
can Football Team on tho way to
the NFL.

Ronming amid Utah's Wasatch
Range and along meain street in
Park City through next Sunday
are representatives from nearly
every filin studio on the planet,
from Hollywood to Hoboken to
Hong Kong.

Among the amorgasbord of
films, there’s a hunt for the next
Spike Lee, Quentin Tarantino
and Victor Nunez, Or gems like
“gex, lies and videotape,” “The
Crying Game,” “Eraserhead” or
“Kiss of the Spider Woman.”

For Tripp, the rond to Sun-
duncc from his first film class at

41594

ran from Miami Uni-
versity in Oxford, Ohio, to Loy-
ola Marymount, where he
received a master’s degree in
film.

Initinlly, Tripp submitted a
rough-cut of “Yellow Wooden
Ring,” his thesis film projeet in
which he wrote the screenplay,
directed and produced. Tho com-
ing-of-age story about a half-
bloeded Native Americon girl

A day hefore Thankagiving,
Tripp was notified by the Sun-
dance Festival that his film was
accepted in the category in
which Native American issues
arc cxamtined in a novel way,

With the news of being accept-
ed in the prestigious festival
came an angst-filled paradox:
Now Tripp had to {finish the film.

In short order, he recorded the
vaice-over for the opening scene,
musical score, sound effects and
transferred the video to film,
Upon completion in early Jan-
uary, the film cost about
860,000, largely financed
through loans and apecial favors,
said Tripp.

Produced with a 27-person
crew and 18-member cast, the
film has an unmistakable
verisimilitude, featuring Native
American actors. In the weeks
before filming, Tripp studied the
lifestyle on Indian reservations,
including rewriting the script to
fit tho idiom.

The reault ia a stylized film
with a respectful tone toward
Native American customs. At
times, however, the film reveals
Tripp’s unfamiliarity with his

BOOK HAPPENINGS

subject more than his mastery.

While “Yetlow Waoden Ring™~
has the typical blips of novice
filmmakers ~ stiff dialog, slug-
gish action and erratic pacing ='
there arc enough authentic
moments to show Tripp’s polcn_,
tial.

Primarily, the film shows.
Tripp’s offinity to tell a story on
several levels. For a short film,
“Yellow Wooden Ring” is steeped
in metaphor and ullegory. It
could be more aggreasive in tone;
but it couldn't be any more hon-
cst,

“Along the way, I sct goals fér“
myuvlf he said. “First was to®
get inta gred school, then to com-™
plete a film. Sundance was
beyond my wildest dreams.”

Just in case those studio repre-
sentatives at the Sundonee Fes-
tival arc interested, Tripp will

probably bring along the two
ncmcnp]nys he's working on.

And, he'll probably let it be
known that he's definitely inter-
ested in directing feature filma,

“I'm just going ta enjoy being
at Sundance, and not wurry
sbout it.”

Sounds like he's already ;;c:: -
ting used to the attention.

Book Happenings features vari-
ous happenings at suburban
bookstores. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers inc.,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mi

48150, or fax them to
(313)591-7279.
BARNES & NOBLE (NORTHVILLE)

Fictlon book ¢lub discusses ,
Daphine BuMaurler’s “Rebecca,”
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 21;
Oprah Book club discusses Bill
Cosby’s “Little BIIN™ books, 7:30
p.m, Thursday, Jan. 22 at the
book store, Six Mile and Haggerly
Road, Northville.

BARNES & NOBLE {WEST

BLOOMFIELD)
Pearl Kostran Ahnen slgns her
book of short stories and poems
“Balancing Act® 2 p.m. Saturday,
Jan, 24 at the store 6800
Orchard Leke Road, West
Bloomfield. .

BORDERS (ROCHESTER HILLS)
Sandl Starette discusses myth of
weltar's bfock, 7:30 p.m.
Thursdoy, Jan, 22; Modesty
Forbids performs Irlsh music, 8
p.m. Friday, Jan, 23; Bafflig Bilt
the Maglcian 11 a.m; Saturday,
Jon. 24; Superbowl Spa, 1-4 p.m..
Sunday, Jan, 25 at tho store

Pearl Kastran Ahnen:
author of “Balancing Act”
will speak at two area
bookstores

meke deliclous coffee 7:30 p.m,
Wednasday, Jan. 21; contempo-
rary group

30995 Orchard Lake Road,
(248)737-0110.

BORDERS {DEARBORN)

Ketly Brown reads from and slgns“,
her book “Miss Hottle's Book of ;|
Short Stories and Tall Tales,” 1
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 16; handweiling
analyst LIz MIlis, 7 p.m, Tuesday,
Jan. 20; three secrets o success |
ful presentation with Toastmaster «
president Maork Sutton, 7:30 p.m, .
Wednesday, Jan. 21; Or. Rashid |
Khallgi signs “Patestine Identity,” |
7:30 p.m. Thutsday, Jan. 22; Joke !
Roeichbart performs on guitar, .
7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 23; .
Saturday morning story hour, 11 ©
o.m. Saturday. Jan, 24 at the '
store 43075 Crescent Bivd., Novi,

MURDER, MYSTERY & MAYHEM
Mystery Mavens discuss Dashiell
Hammett‘s “The Thin Mon,” 7
p.m. Thursdaoy, Jon. 22 ot the
store 35167 Grand River,
Farmington (248)471-7210.

“Blrdsong,” 7:30 p.m. ond
“Expand Your Borders: Disney
Crulses,” 7:30 p.m: Thursday,
Jan, 22; Jatf Haas Trlo, 7:30 p.m,
Friday, Jan. 23; Meot Amella
Bedallp, 31 o.m. Soturday, Jan,

DRUM

Amy Bloom reads from her novel
=Love Invents Us,” B p.m,
Monday, Jan, 19; Pear] Kestran
Ahnen reads from “Batancing
Act,” 8 p.m, Tuasday, Jon, 20;
Mills

24; Nancy O'Hara *Just
Listen,” 2 p,m. Saturday, Jan, 24
ol the store 34300 Woodward,
MI 48009,

1122 Road,
Hllls (248)652-0558.
BORDERS {BIRMINGHAM)
Colloge night features (wo pro-
grams “How to Secure Your
Child*s Coltege Education” at 7
p.m. and Kaplan prosents “The
Road 1o College,” 7:30 p.m,

Tuesday, Jan. 20; loarn how to

(248)203-0005.

"Turning Away (rom Technology,”
8 p.m, Wednesdoy, Jan, 21;
Rashld Khalidi discusses |
“Palestinian Identity,” 4:30 p.m,
Thursday, Jon. 22; designing ond
your book, 8 p.m,

BORDERS (| HILLS)
Former WQRS morning host Paul
Russell witl debut a classical
music approclation workshop
sponscred by Borders and
Deutsche Grammaphon 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan, 24 ot the stora

1]

Thursday, Jon, 22; Willlam Ayers
discusses “A Kind and Just

Parent: The Children of Juvenlle
Caurt,” 8 p.m. Friday, Jan, 23 at -
the store.313 South State Street, ©
Ann Arbor 734-862-7407. .



