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‘WB police chief was tough, fair RAINDOW /oo

BY Gm KOWALSKI
STAFY WRITRR

Alfred McGhee was a tough,
street-smart Dotroit cop when he
came to West Bloomfield in 1871
an the new police chiof.

It was n world removed from
what he was usod to. West
Bloomfield was still pretty much
rurat and the police department
had all of 16 officors.

*“We had a one-button radio,”
said Patti Page, administrative
secretary who had jnmed tho

*From the time I arrived in West
Bloomficld it was like, well, I
shouldn’t say heaven, but that's
what it felt like,” McGhee ho told
the Eccentric at the timo,
“He was true and honest,”

* Pago said. “He had n loud bark
bn:]: big heart. He was very well

_ “Tough but fair,” were words
used more than once to describo
McGhee by thoso who knew him,
“He was a tough man but
trented puoplo very well,” said
+: Mike Madigan who served as

as a cadet d
er just six months before
McGhee arrived.

But West Bloomfiold and
McGheo ware a natural match. -
He zcttled into the _wb quickly,
gaining tho respect and admira-
tion of tho department and the
township administration,

*He loved West B]nomﬁold.
Page said. “This was hia home.
'ﬂmtn why he stayed hore for 20

McGhea retired in 1891, He
died last Monday of diabates
complicated by Alzheimer'a dis-
ense, .

He cxpressed his view of West
Bloomfield when he retired.

McGhee s ndministrative aide.
o wuuuat a good man to work
'Chlet McGhee was of the old
school,” snid Jeddy Hood, town-
ship supervlsnr. “Ho was firm,
McGhoe . once

cop.” But he had & big heart nnd

“He was very much loved by
everyone who knew him,” Heod
said. “He was a very important
part of the township's growth.”

Alfred and wife Jossie wore

married for more than 55 yeara,
They had three sona, Alfrud.
Robert and James, nine grand-
children and one groat grand-
child. A daughter, Sandra, died
some time ngo.
" McGhee was a vetoran of
World War II, having joined tha
Navy just after Pearl Harbor
was attacked in 1941, Howas o
momber of the Veterans of For-
cign Wars, the American Legion,
tho Fraternal Order of Police,
tho Intornational Association of
Chiefs of Police, Interlakes
Chicfs of Police and was n life
member of the Michigan Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police.

After Chief McGheo retired he
and Jossie movcd to California
but lly returnod to

n sense of the

helped raisa monoy for dmnty u
an octor for 25 years with the
Redford Suburban Loague The-
ater Guild, And he was long-time
member of the West Bloomfield
Optimist Club and was president
of the club in 1978-79.

Wost Bloomfiold. Stricken by
Alzheimer’s, McGhee's health
faltored. Last Octobor, as his
conditioned worsened, McGhee
moved into the Silverndo Living
Center wlur.h apocmhzea in tho

gives you a real feeling of hnw tho real world is.
Ang starting thia enrly gets you oven more pro-
pared for collego and the real world.”

She said the mix of students nt Mercy fosters the
great expericnco of being able “to talk to other atu-
dents, interchange ideas, get other perspectives.” |

Young peopln aro growing up wll;xdu:;ch beneﬂ-

cial valuos §

‘Thursday’s breakfast program. But sho ‘stresacd
that Lhoro lu o graw{ng nommit}nent toward multi.

all ages in Farmington and Farmington Hills,
“Qur community has worked so hard toward get-
ting overyono educated about diversity, culture,”

Rainbow award winner Michelle Meyers, a
Boochview Elementary School teacher, echoed
‘Guatafson’a enthusiasm about how tho exposure to
diverso people earlier in life bodea well for a less-
divided future when they becnma adults.

“In Farmington and all over,” Meyers said, “the
students, at & very young age, are very cultumlly

aware, ‘And that's 2 great sign.”

Meyers, co-toacher Fay Kinayn and principal
Norma Jean Sass-won for this year successfully
piloting a multinge/multicultural class at the
Farmington district school. The program gives
“newcomers” from foreign countrics, aa well ns car-
ryover studenta from tho area, & unique learning

opportumty

Award winner Patrick Battah was ono of 10 Enst
Middle School students honared for thofr part in a

caroe of Al

CAMPUS PIPELINE

If you have news from a college,
university or other campus of
higher education - and there’sa |
Farmington arca connection—~ _°,
we'd like to hear from you. Send
items to: Campus Pipcline, 33411
Grand River, Farmington 48335.
DECEMBER GRAD

Patrick Dolan of Farmington
Hills received a bachelor of busi-
ness ndnzif\iatmﬁutn' degreo from

employed by Ernst & Young in
Dotroit,
DETROIT nun's

The

Hills was listed on tho Universi-
ty of Oklahoma Norman campus
huncr roll for.the fall 1987

residents made tho Dcnna Lm
at the end of the fall full-time
term: Robyn Seay, Jesesica
Kompf, Dolores Kosh, Troy
Strong and Suzette Wluncinuc
ki

OU HONORS

_ Dolan, an accounting major, is

NE
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WESTERN DEAN'S

Courtnoy F.X. Cahill has
achioved the Dean's List at
‘Western Mlclngnu Umvuﬂmy.
He is a junior mojoring in inte-
grated supply management.

Courtney was an honors grad-
uate in the Harrison High School
class of 1996.
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ture. The d

ful student-led fair about Mlddéo East cul~

from people of

wore

grado teacher Marilyn Greenstein,
"It's a gmnt hunur,' Pnlnc@: said succinetly,

pin, the latter fonturing peoples from different

backgrounds holding hands,

Several others in attendanco at the breakfast
also cited the importance of young peoplo winning

the awards,

The following reccived 1998
Rainbow Recognition Awards
Thuradny at the Willinm Costick
Activities Center. The awards
were presented by the Farming-
ton/Farmington Hills Multicul-

tural/Multiracial Community
‘Council:

Sylvia Akouri, Julie Aoun,
Patrick Battah, Janot Cheney,
Greg Drnzdowekl. Kuman Elli-
son, Douglas Engler, Theda
Gibbs, Libby Grewel, Julic
Grodin, Kristin Gusmfsnn, Bill
Harmon, Andela Hermiz, Ellen
Jud, Georgo Keith, Sharon Kelly,
Fay Kinaya, Susan Lores, Elsic

five citizen

Monored: Congratulations go to Omar =
Odeh, one of the East Middle School =
aeuenth-graders cited. =

“It'a good that they’re getting recognition from
the adult community,” said Larry Moloney, one of

ruprosuntnhvns of thu

certificate and

F s
tiracial Steering Cnmmlnen “Solutions to ull of
these problems I think can start in the schools.”

North Farmington High School nssistant princi-

pal Ron Jones said ho hns 'a lot of hope for our
yuung poople, a lot of hopo that they recognizo the
diversity and don't let the diversity soparate them.
They communicate with each other.”

They’re named Rainbow Award winners’

McKeown, Michelle Moyers,
Omar Odch Renata Oki, Bev
Papai, Justin R Norma

Its mission statement is “fo
assurce that all residents of our

i
:
i
1
H
i
i
)

Jean Sass, Alvin Savaya, Sandy
Savaya, Clara Seymour, Kobey
Shwaydoer, Deb Wilson, Eric
Zatkin nnd Connic Zlmmurmun

enjoy &
healthy environment and that
they feel wolcome and comfort-
able in thmr cmea, schools and
hb ( il), js

The Far

d to promoting awa
of di

Hills Multi ultiracial
Community Council draws sig-
nificant support from Farming-
ton Public Schools, Farmington

ness and
in our community.”

Activities include the annual |
uwurds breakfast, aas well as
worksh forums and semi

City Council, F Hills
City Counlc‘ll, Fummgton/i‘nrm-
Hill

nars, Monthly programs nra

mgton Associa-
tion and Formington/Forming-
ton Hills Chamber of Commerce.

streams from page Al

srmmrolr nmn ML

on Acce:
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and 1.

Speaking of:
Sampson
makes his
fomt of not

etting differ-

ences make a
difference and
not worrying'
about your
fosition in

ife. “Encour-
age those in ~
- ‘ front,” he satd

in gton/Fnrmington Hilla Multi-

Counul'a Thu-d Annunl Rmnbow

Awards B
The ovent, which honored 32
Jocal pcaplu for their impact on
race and cultural relations, took
place at the William Costick
Activities Centor in Farmington
Hills.

At the beginning of his speech,
Sampson told a childhood atory
about how, during a drought, an
elderly farmer took buckets to an
artosian well to obtain some
water. But then, wild boars
knocked down fences in order to
grazo from a thicket, then drink
and batho in muddy streams,
With his water all muddied, the
man did nothing except 8it on a
log, whittle and spit tobacco -
until the stream cleared itself,

Modern world

He then connceeted the story to
today's world, trying to encour-
ago people of “all races, religions
and othnic bnckgrmmdn to not
worry 50 much about “broken
fences” in lifo but rather to keop
the “atroams” of their minds,
souls and hearts clcnr.

“Don't bo di L

birds fly, instinctively and in “V*
formation, not worried about
which bird lends the way but
about moking sure cach member
of tho flock helped the cause, For
inatance, he said the birds at the
rear of the *V” are the ones
honking support for the leader.

*Discover the differences, but
don't lot the differences make a
difference,” Sampson said. “And
don’t worry about your position.
Encourage thoso in front.

“... Dan't measuro importance
by sizo. Many peoplo don't have
formal training, but they have
inner fortification. Been there,
dono that.”

Sampson implored the younger
Rainbow award winners to listen
to their hearts and take what
the world has to say with a grain
of salt.

“And so, congratulations, keep
it up. Don’t let what fools say to
you undo you, and don't lot hurts
eclipse your hope.”

Audience response
Sampson’s dynamic speech
made a big impact on audienco
membera such aa East Middle
School social worker Barbara
Joh She, in particular,

there are some boars wild in the
neighborhood,” Sampson eaid.
*“They will knack down your
fences, and if you're not carcful
they will muddy the streams of
your heart.”

hed with

liked “the Jake story,” about how
on aging mule teamed up with a
young, feisty mule to help take a
hay wagon down a muddy hill
during a storm.

*“It shows how you ean’t just
d 4 on youth or age, you

who
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
who in 1984 was ranked by
Ebony Magazine as one of Amer-
ica’s Top 16 Groatest Black
Preachors, said those streams
can bo dirtied by “the reckless-
ness of rnclnm, the rigidity of

. religious bigotry.”

“Koop the streama cloar in the
“hoart, the soul and the mind. Fix
the fences lator” .

Lator, ho talked about how

have to combine everybody
togather to got the job done,”
Johnson said.

Dunckel Middle School princi-
pal Pam O'Malley was impreased
with the messago “to keep living
evory day and take all tho oppor-
tunitios that are thero, Waork
with all people. That's the way
wo can como togother.”

Barbara Saltz of Warner Mid-
dle School noted Snmpson's story

about haw the elderly ncighbor-
hood woman saw the potential.in
him when he was a fat boy with
a stutter.

“It's very important for our
young people today to learn from
experiences such as this,” Saltz
said “No matter what anybody :

ays to you, you can accomplish -
lmyoml with cducntmn. wisdom
and people that care.”

Ron Jones, assistant principal
at North Farmington High
School, said Sampson capped *a -
wonderful program” with his
prevailing theme of understand-
ing. “You can disagree, but not
be disagreenble.”

According to Larry Molonoy,
the keynote speaker painted
“wonderful picturca” of people
getting post their differences to
work together.

“The people without tho titles
are the peoplo that are way back
there somewhere, pushing the
people ahead,” Moloney added.

Sampson's “Broken Fences,
Muddy Streams” speech made
an impact on Mercy High School
student Kristin Gustafson, one
of the 32 Rainbow Recognition
winners.

“Live in tho now, seize the day,
think about what you can take
care of now,” said Gustafaon
about the message of the speech,
“Anything you can do is geing to
have some effect, even if it's just
affecting one person.”

She also described Sampsan's
address a8 deep ond inspiring.

“It mado me Jook more into
myaclf,” Gustafson anid, “He's :
just incredibly motivational and |
providce great insight. Stories
like thnt you can’t got from
averyone.”

Gustafaon liked Sampaon’s
prlc(n:ln‘:inlmn 80 much that sho
askos m to give a guest &
during Black History Monﬁ
Mercy. .
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