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Crowning honor: Good
deeds and a chance to
hear the “I Have a
Dream” speech mark the
Martin Luther King Jr.
national holiday around
Farmington./A12

" COMMUNITY LIFE
Auto focus: A Farmington
Hills man who helped
pioneer the automobile
advertising industry
shares a collection of clas-

sic car photographs in a
new book./B1

ENTERTAINMENT
New show: Oakland Uni-
versity presents “Our
Town,” and Randy Topper
of Farmington Hills is
featured in two one-act
plays by Bertolt Brecht at
Wayne State University’s
Studio Theatre./E1

Starting out: What does it
take to become a success-
ful real estate agent?/F1
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BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFY WRITZR

Compuware is considering Detroit,
Plymouth, Novi and Southfield - ns
well as its current home Farmington
Hills - a3 eites to cxpand its $6 billion
annual businesa,

A decision is not expected for another
six months yet. A Compuware officlal

freshicut flowers, pnsilivc'thinking*lnsplr’c,hpnorcd employee.

Farmington Hills city officials are trying to
ompuware to keep its headquarters
ough the firm is outgrowing its
d site on Norihwestern Highway. One neighbor

- isn’t happy living near the software giant.

said tha computer software outfit has
looked at two parcele.of land in the
Hills as a possiblo site for a new facili-

&

City officials are doing all they can to
make C o stay in Farmi:
Hills. However, one neighbor is not
manning the welcome wagon. :

An Olde Franklin Towne subdivision
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resident hos made several complaints
to Compuware and city officinls over
the company’s recent expansion abut-
ting the subdivision north of the North-
weatern Highway location. He'a threat-
ened to take his grievances to tho state

City officials — including City Manag?
or Danie! Hobbs - are tackling the
issuo.-A lotter was sent to the resident
and officials have visited the site,
Hobbs said. Iet

‘Therupuru three or four issues

Yvod i Lk

Dopartment of Envir 1 Quality.

“Wo have a neighbor who can't stand
us being located next to his property,”
said Denise Knobblock, Compuware
senior vice president. “We have planted
a forest behing our building.”

“We're certainly not going to make
our decision (whether to expand in
Farmington Hills) bascd on one per-
son.”

; P .
of thoso issues and I think we'ro going
to be satisfied with that,* Hobbs said. .
The matter puts city officials in the
middle, especially when there is &
chance of losing a majon corporation.

“What's difficult in our-business i8 .

we have to serve all our constituents,”

—_—
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Chain gang

Magle man: With an
audience of more
than 100 onlookers,
magician David
Sasha urges a close
check of the chains
and straightjacket
around him by
Farmington Hills
residents Gene
Bulka (left), Steve
Anthony and Essie
Asher during the
show Saturday at
the Farmington
Civic Theatre. The
performance was
one of the Winter
Fun Series of shows
aimed at families,
running at I p.m.
every Saturday
through Feb. 14 at
the Civic. They're
sponsored by the
armington Down-
-town Development
Authority.
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Prep hockey
hits the ice

BY TIM 8MITH
BTAYF WRITER .

It's not really raining stray cats
and doga, But a sprinkling of lost
animals is still winding up at
A.G. Black Veterinary Hospital in
Farmington Hills,

Right now, the sccupancy rate
is low at “Hotel Black,” where
strays are taken in and taken
care of whilo pormanent homes

‘ .
in November “isssisiom ..,

By TIM SMITH
STAFY WRITZR

Farmington Public Schools on Tuecsday

night entered the ico age.

Despite one dissenting vote, the school
board voted to ndd a varsity hockey team

for the 1998-99 season.

In what will be a “poy-to-play” system, 20
playera will be pooled from tho district's
threo high schools, Farmington, Harrison
and North. Aftor next season, the school
board will decide whether to discontinue
varaity hockey, maintain the status quo or
expand the program to two or threo teams,

“I'm sure a number of kids will bo excited
about the proapocts of joining this team,”
said parent Deania Patterson, a member of
the Interscholastic Hockey Study Commit-

ful, enger-to-please cross botween
a boxer and Labrador retriever.
He routinely bounces back and
forth between staff members in
search of more attention and
affection, And then, thero are the
official vet greeters, fluffy “mutt
cats” named Fred and Chester,
the latter wolcoming visitors with
a yawn and a stretch on the lobby

According to tho veterinarian,
Dr. Archis Black, wayward cats
and dogs arrive ot the animal
hospital in ono of two ways: thoy
are either caught and then
b b by the animal-lovi

Dogs, cats get second chance
to find old home, new home

lic Safety Department or dropped
off by their former owners, who
simply don't want to be bothered
with the responsibilities of pet
ownership anymore. An average
of 70-80 animals are brought in
annually to Black’s,

“It's really needed,” Black said,
shout the conscientious effort of
officers. “If thoy weren't picked
up, they'd be run over by a car.
That's not tho best way to go. The
vast majority of them get a sccond
chance,”

Feelings of disgust

About thoso inconvenienced pet
owners who merely drop off cages
by the front deor, however, he
shook his hend in disgust.

Buster was found by Farming-
ton Detective Scott Hermann in
November, drifting around Shi-
awaesee Park, perhaps aftor
jumping his backyard fence. The
park waa also where Gorman
shopherd Ripley waa rescued
around Christmas. The puppy
bel to hospital ptioni
Dianna Goss and her husband,

ght in g8
members of the Farmington Pub-
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Right at ome:
Black. The former stray was

become a permanent fixture.

STAT PTIOTO BY BaTAN MITCHILL

Chester, @ “mutt cat,” gets a cuddle with veterinarian Archie:
the first one brought to the office and he's

too and a coach in the Formington Hille
H Association. Still to be d ined
is a namo for the collective team, not to
mention uniform logo and color scheme.
But those details will come later. .
Patterson said he didn't anticipato any
problem as far as student interest in join-
ing tho team was concernod. Ho noted that
there are about 1,000 youths between ages
4-17 playing in the FHHA.
. District Athletic Director Ronald Holland
agreed that the Farmington-Farmington
Hills aren haa Jong boon a hotbed for hock-

oy.

“This is going to mako & lot of poople very
happy,” Holland aaid. "Hockey's been a
high-profile activity for our kids, oven
when wa didn't have our own hockey arena
here (the Farmington Hills Ice Arena) and

Floase soo ROCKEY, A10

Drum roll, please

And here it is, the official new namo of the historic
Gov. Warner mansion on Grand River in downtown
Farmington — “The Governor Warner Mansion ...
Home of Farmington History.”

That name was arrived upon during last week's
seasion of the Farmington Historical M
Davelopment Committeo, said member JoAnno
McShane,

M¢Shane, also on the Farmington City Council,
said tho two-part namo will help people realize the
mansion is more than a landmark home lived in by
formor Michigan Gov. Fred Warner,

“We wore worried that, if wo just said the ‘Warner
Manston,’ pooplo might juat think of it ns just a nico
old home,” McShane suid. “That (name) might not
necessarily convey the history of Farmington.”

The committeo was formed last Soptember and is

FARMINGTON FOCUS

dedicated toward increasing public awareness of the
ion as well as di £ i

usea that will enable the museum to remain eco-

nomically viable weli into the 215t century.

Valentine Pet Contest

The Farmington Arca Community Women is look-
ing for creative, adorable photographs of your pet.

The group's Valentine Pet Contest will awnrd
prize ribbana to the top three photos, with the first-
place winner being printed in the Farmington
Observer. '

A $5 ontry feo will servo as a donatian to Oakland

County Animal Control and checks should be made”
out to thnt nonprofit organization, which picka up
and cares for stray peta. All photos are non-return-
able and should be mailed, with your check, to !
FACW, P.O. Box 2762, Farmington Hills 48331.
Photoa must be received by Feb. 6.

Driving for the goal line

Desi; d Drivera of Michi Ltd., n firm that
provides a way for folks to get their cars home safe-
ly, hna been hired to help Super Bowl partygoers at.
Vladimir's Banquet Center in Farmington Hills.  ~

Fans who overindulge in alechol will get a ride
home from a team of Designated Drivers, one who
drives the partygoer'a car and one who drives the
firm’s car,
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