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Balancing: Renec Flores
performs a rythmic gym-
nastics floor reutine using
a ball.

Gymnist leaping to success

" BY CAROLYN WALKER
BTAFF WRITER

Beautiful people of the world
watch out. Rence Flores hasn't
hit her stride yet ~ though with
her emerging beauty, her balle-
rina-like poise and her athletic
prowcas, the 11-year-old vhyth-
mic gymnaat is surc to take the
world by storm some day soon.

Meanwhile, she's content to
seck her place in the nation.
Comé spring, Flores, of Indepen-
dence Township, expects to learn
whether or not she will qualify for
her first spot as a competitor on
the United Statea national team.

Flores, a Bailey Lake Elemen-
tary fith grader, has been par;
ticipating in the sport as a mem-
ber of the Oakland Rhythmics
Gymnaatics team for four yeara.
The Qakland Rhythmics is a
parent-run organization that
trains and competes aut of the
Good Shepherd Lutheran School
gym in Birmingham.

*I tried it and I liked it,” Flo-

res says of her interest in the
aport,
Sho first learned about rhyth-
mic gymnastics while observing
her sister participate in tradi-
tional gymnastics,

Perhaps less familiar to the
public than traditional gymnas-

H “There's a zilllon
things they get graded
on. They all have to be
justso.”
Barbara Flores
— Mother of gymnist Renee

of the 20 or 80 hours she spends
ecach weok practicing after
school, “It's for the team.”

Her practices include an hour
of stretching excrciscs and
warmups as well as ballet,

“The complicated thing about
this is they have to master each

1

tics, rhythmie gymnastics, cur-
rently an all-female sport in the
United States, is performed on a
gym floor with the gymnaost tum-
bling whilo manipulating ropes,
clubs, balls, hoops or ribbons.

As they exccute their jumps,
swings, turns and figurc-eights to
musgic, gymnasts arc rated on o
seale of 1-20 with judges Yooking for
everything from facinl expressions
to how many times tho performer
drops her props. Routines arc
chorcographed by their coaches.

Flores, who says she has never
scored a 20, likes to challenge
her personal best at cach meet.
Performing individually before
an audicnce and judges can be
stressful, sho admita.

“You got nervous” when the
props nre dropped, she soys. “You
pick it up and keep on going.”

Flares says she is looking to
score a 16 at her next meet, to be
held in Los Angeles. “It’s hard
but you get through it,” she says

t,” says her mother Bar-
bara. “There's a zillion things
they got graded on. Thoy all
have to bo just so. Inatead of say-
ing, 'l want to go to the
Olympics,” every meet she has a
goal. She's really noted for her
fexibility. She'’s very showy.”

Usually Flores participates in
six to seven meots per yoar.
Those meeta aro typically held in
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois
and other nearby states.

This year she will compete in
what is called a Level 9 skill
range. Those in levels 9 and 10
are cligible to compete for places
st the notional level. Typically,
girla at that level are older than
Flores, her mother says.

The public is welcome to
attend a Michigan meet Feb, 7-8,
from 10 a,m. and 4 p.m. at Good
Shepherd Lutheran School on
Lincoln in Birmingham. Mem-
bership in the 70-member team
is open to girls interested in
1 ing rhythmic gy ics
Barbara Flores soys.

CLASS REUNIONS

As space permits, the Observer
z "

(248) 442-2862

Newspapers print,
without charge, announcements
of class reunions. Send the infor-
mation to Reunlons, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.
Please include the date of the
reunion and the first and last
name of at least one contact
person, and a telephone number.

AREA SCHOOLS
BLOOMFIELD HILLS LAHSER
Class of 1987

March 21 ot Doubletres Guest
Suites, Southficld.

(248) 360-7004, press 2

Class of 1978

Aug. 1 ot Somerect Inn, Troy.
(248) 366-9493, press 3
FARMINGTON HARRISON

Clasa of 1988

A reunion is planned for July ot
the Hawthorne Valley Country
Clyub, Westland.

LIVONIA

1 MILE WEST OF MIDDLEBELT

OFF PLYMOUTH RD

SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET
12001 SEARS AVE.

PHONE: 422.5700

Now more ways to buy at Sears

THFIELD LATHRUP
Class of 1988
A recunion is planned for Nov.

7.
(248) 851-2587

OTHER SCHOOLS
BELLEVILLE

Class of 1988

A reunion is planned for Sept.

19.

(800} 677-7800

CHERRY HILL

Closs of 1983

Reunion and alumni family pic-
nic is planned for August.
(734) 729-6783

DETROIT CAS$S TECH

Class of 1968

Looking for clagsmates for a
reunion.

Pam Yec Gianola, 1243 Smith
Road, Beulah, Mich., 49617-
9493 or c-mail at mic-

nai@alicns.com

Class of 1988

1s looking far names and
addresses of clagymates,

(313) 896-0736, (313} 859-0261
or (313} 882-1632

Class of 1978

Is planning a reunion.

(248) 442-9320, by fax at (248}
442-8830 or Sharon Law-
Williamson, 28479 W. Seven -
Mile Road, Livonia 48152
DETROIT XETTERING

Closs of 1978

Is planning a reunion.

Send name, address and tele-
phone number to Chrystal Esaw,
27930 Berkshire Dr., Southficld
48078, or call (248) 358-5236,
(313) 526-8667, (313) 839-9858
or {313) 372-315%

DETROIT PERSHING

Classes of 1949-63

Are planning a reunion.

(248) 471-5609 or P.O. Box 530-
244, Livonia 48153-0244

Sears Outlet Store

Furniture &

Appliances

{B00) 677-7800

January-June classes of 1962
A fall reunion is being planned
(248) 623-2454, (810) 771-9810
or (810) 979-4594

DETROIT SOUTHEASTERN

60th anniversary

May 30 at the Somerset Inn,
Troy. Cost is $50 per person
with checks payable to Audrey
{Laird) Poole, 1640 Oxford Road,
Grosse Pointe Woods 48236.
(248) 879-9779, (313) 884-2462
or (248) 546-3500

DETROIT WESTERN
Class of 1949

Is planning n reunion.
(313) 274-3214
QROSSE POINTE SOUTH
Class of 1978

A reunien is planned for Aug. 8.
(800 677-7800

HAZEL PARX

Class of 1978

1s planning a reunion.

New Shipments
arriving EVERYDAY!

QOne-of-a-kind, out of carton, discantinued, floot
samples, dented, used, scratched and reconditioned

merchandise. (tems pictured are

just a few examples of the hundreds of great vatues.
Merchandise shown s representation only.
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Actual merchandise varies by store,

Al o basic skills in your new language or advance your existing
skrﬁ!:n one of aur beginning or intermediate groups.

»One great price - includes » Learn practical spoaking skills.
tuidon, book and fees. @ Native-fluent Instructors.
. ?WUPS meet twice & week @ Easy, conversational approach.
or 4 weeks. » Convenlent payment - all
. f'“}wl: Eg%’m avallable major credit cards accepted.
or Just 3
« Friendly, rolaxed groupsof ~ * gﬂa‘ﬁ:kll?:guages s
6-8 students.

Regular and Intensive English (ESL) Group courses also avallable.

* Prica based on minlmum class size of 6
persons, Far groups of S, price 1s $370.
For groups of 3-4, price Is $450.

Offer explres 228798,
30700 Telegraph Road
1-888-260-7421

Visit our web slte at: www.berlitz.com @

Refinance Your Home Loan
For Only a Penny
And Not One Cent More

® Fixed-Rate
® Up to 85% of our appralsal value of your home

No Closing Costs, Points, Appraisal,
Application, Private Mortgage Insurance
(PMI) Fees or other hidden costs—period!

Telephone Loan Center 12800+ DIAL*FFM
(1+800¢342+5336)

& ==FirsT FepERAL

b OF MICHIGAN
Ask Us. We Can Do it™
Foic
insured =]
Branch offices throughout mrtropolitan Detroit, Ostego, Kalamazoo,
Owoma, Durand, Chesaning, Okemos and Kentwood.
Extonded hours weehdays and bl sarvice Saturdays &I most branches.

pen 7 Days

Mon. & £, .30 am. 300 pm,
Tues. Wed, Thurs & Sat. 230 a.m. G:00 pm
Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

3 == &= B! PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED

Cantract Rate and Annual 300 Ratos (APR) on 8 $40, th Interest mnd
PAAGH payments of $461 87 (10-year loan) or $359.53 {15-year loan). Proparty insurance
raquired. Subject 15 our underwritng standarcs, which are avalable on request, and our prop-
ety appraisal. This rate offer availabla onfy 00 Owner-octupiod, single-lumity residences, Up o
:ﬁsumvm.ukv;smbmnmm,ooowm. Inquire for APRS 60 loans under $40,000.
-payment panalty on l0ans paxd prior ta scheduled mat . Terms subject 1o change
outnobce. APR acourate a3 of January 14, 1998, ks " -




