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Testing the water
High school hockey worth a shot

%y ¢y, hoy, Hockeytown;
- H Farmington Public

3 Schools is adding a

¥ high school hockey team.
School board members

apprgved a new pay-to-play

hlgh school hockey team

" Tuesday, It's ts and stud
had requested, and with good reason. Hockey
is a rigorous sport that can bring out the pas-
aions of competition, teamwork and sporta-
manship both in players and fans like few
other sports. For confirmation, just look down
at “tho Joe” and our NHL champion Detroit
Red Wings.

Hockey is huge in the Farmington area,

with estimates of about 1,000 players based at

the city's own rink on Eight Mile through the .

Farmington Hills Hockey Association. Anoth-
er new, private two-rink skating facility is
alsoi in thn works. That kind of popularity is
hope to capture for the

good of the school district, with the possibility

* of adding scpuruw teams for cach high school
if the program is judged a success based on
budget and interest.

To play competitive hockey — whothcr ina
house league, on a travel team or for high
school — is costly, both in dollars and the
investment of time, since finding ice timo for
practices and games often pushes youngsters
late into the night hours.

Setting up a cambined high school team in
Farmington will allow 20 players (chosen
based on skill level from the district’s threo
high schools) to pay $760 per season and play
24 games, according to the proposal. Cost to
the district is budgeted at anly $7,000 — which
covers the coaches’ pay. The plan will allow
the district to catch up to neighboring dis-

tricts, many of whom already offer high school
hockey teams or are committed to begin next
season,

For high school students with heavy home-
work schedules, the benefits of the high school
proposal over the FHHA include fewer games,
holding games and practices at earlier hours.
It should also be noted that hockey is as safe
or safer than basebal) and football and that
fighting, just as in those sports, isn't tolerated
at the prep level.

Theére is one important drawback to the
hockey proposal: This pay-to-play proposal
sets a precedent for requiring a fee for district
athletic competition and that very idea runs
contrary to our nation’s system of publicly
financed, public education provided for stu-
dents of all economic backgrounds.

Hockey is, however, acknowledged to be a
very cxpensive sport, and the idea would have
been dropped like a frozen puck if supportera
had asked the district to pay the full freight
on the hockey program. It’s just too costly and
others could argue that the community
already offers hockey through the FHHA. The
proponents have known from the start that
pay-to-play is the only way it'll work — and
even that includes a large amount of money
being raised through donations and fund-rais-
ing. In addition, the district should require
that players who want to play and have the
ability to earn a spot on the team but cannot
afford the $750 fee should find booster club
support or some money available to help make
up part or all of the fee,

Given the groundswell of interest and sup-
port this hockey proposal has behind it, the
school board’s interest in testing the water
now is a good idea,

We need a local

hat southeastern Michigan needs is a

good, local telephone company, What it
has ln Chlr.ngo bnscd Amcntcch striving to be
a

After raising its public coin phone rate 40
percent — from 25 cents to 85 Ameritech
decided to use its teleph to subsi-
dize other endeavors. It wooed cable television
customerg with coupons with n face value of ,
up to $120 that could be redeecmed toward
home telephone service, So slick did
Ameritech's marketers get that they.didn’t
call them coupons; they called them
“AmeriChecka.”

Now, it is standard procedure that every
part of a business be a profit center, If the
telephone portion of the Ameritech is to
redeem cable customers' caupons, it follows
that other phone customers must pick up the
slack.

It was too much for even the Michigan Puh-
lic Service Commission, which has tended to
be the willing tool of the companies it is sup-
posed to regulate.

MPSC on Dec. 19 issucd a cease and desist
order ngmnst Ameritech undar t.hu Michigan

ions Act. I
Amentech was nailed for violating n law its
own lobbyists had drafted.
. The best comment came from the group
umt filed thn mmp]mnt t.he Michigan Cable
Said Execu-
twc Director Collecn MeNamara: “When we
first made Ameritech aware they were in vio-
lation of the law, they should have pulled the
plug on this promation. Instead they actuslly
increased their efforts.
*They developed a ‘eatch me if you can’ atti-
" tude, but you can’t run in front of the law for-
‘ever,” McNamara said.
Oh:o 's Public Utilities Commission nailed
itech for a aimilar

The local phone company hasn't hesitated ;.
to leap into the long-distance business, too,
Thoe sequence of events:

A federa! court in Texas on Dec: 31 granted

" TURNING BACK THE PAGES

phone company

two regional “baby Bells,” SBC and US West,
clearance to enter the $80 billion long-dis-
tance calling market. William Kennurd chmr
of the Federal C ications C
immediately announced FCC will appeal to
the higher courts.

Ameritech wasn’t part of the Texas case.
Without waiting for the appeal to be decided,
Ameritech on Jan, b filed 2 motion to be
included in the Texas tawsuit, Before the
copying machine had cooled, Ameritech was
soliciting sbutheastern Michi s to
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LETTERS

Kudos to Richard

want to thank the Farmington Observer and
Tim Richard for their excellent coverage of
state government.

For those of us who strongly aupport public
schools, it is wonderful to find the Observer
covering meetings of the Michigan State
School Board as well as most recently the
report on Paul DeWeese and Teach Michigan.

According to your article, Paul DeWeese
has announced his resignation as chair of
Teach Michigan. He also states that the peti-
tion drive to amend the state constitution to
allow vouchers and parochiaid “is really not
anywhere.”

And yet ... DeWeese's December fund rais-

legally binding. However, unlike a court set-
ting, the “discovery” stage is spelled out
through our ordinances. -

When a proposal is inadequately prepared
and presented several things happen. A great
deal of time is wasted, frustration grows, and
the danger of making bad decisions increases.
Non-compliance with the details of ordinances
forces repeated reviews by the Engineering
Department, the Planning Department, and
causes duplication of Vilican Leman and Asso-
ciates reports and appearances. Tabling of
issues results in repeated hearings before the
Planning Commission and City Council;itis a
waste of time, money, and energy. Worst of
all, the residents are forced to endure behav-
ior that they would not tolerate at their place

ing letter asks bers to signn p sup-
porting district, charter, mdcpendent, faith-
based and home schools and to attend an Edu-
cational Summit in Detreit on Jan, 31 denlmg
with “parental choice.”
Marian McCracken
Farmington

Injustice to florist

A 8 a resident of Farmington since 1966 and
as a customer of the Farmington Center
Florist, I am appalled that they are being
forced out of “their home” and made to move
to another location in the Downtown Center. I
have known Linda and her mother since they
opened their shop almost 28 years ago. I am at
a loss to understand why a newcomer should
be given priority and cannot leasa another

use the Ameritech Calling Card for all local,
long distance and international calls.

“Put this card in your wallet and throw
away your other calling cards,” it said.

(It's 2 messy operation, You have to dial 11
Ameritech numbers, the 11 digits of the num-
ber you're calling, and the 14 digits of your:
home telephone and “pin” niumber — 36 digits
in all.}

Now, the last we heard, long-distance com-
panies were fighting Ameritech’s entry into
their market because Ameritech has refused
to open its local market to competitors.

Telephone customera can see tough compe-
tition between AT&T, Sprint, MCI and a host
of smaller companics. The market neither
requires nor needs Ameritech’s presence.

location in the center. It seems to me that a
long-standing Farmington business should
have the option of whether to're-locate or
remain in their current location, and certainly
hive the id ion of the Farmington City
Council. I guess it's the same old story, greed
instead of loyalty to a business that has
brought revenue to our city for many years. I
will remain a loyal customer of the Farming-
ton Center Florist in spite of this injustice and
T wish them well,

Pat Thoresen
Farmington

Commissioner commended

& a veteran observer of many a Planning

Commission and City Council meeting, I
heaord something last month that made me sit
up, mko notice, nnd cheer, During the Dec. 18
Pl ion public hearing, Com-

Ameritech is into home phones, b

algo is fighting a lawsuit by bail bond conipa-
nies ongry at paying for Yellow Pages ads
when Ameritech no longer puts directories in
pay phone booths, where most people who
need bail bonds call from.

What southcastern Michigan needs is a
good, local telephone company that will do its
core business well. It docsn't need the catch-
me-if-you-can tactics of Ameritech's army of
lawyers and lobbyists.

phones, car phones, cell phones and pagers. It .

This week iIn history as roported in past
editions of the Farmington Observer and the
Farmington Enterprisa. -

40 YEARS AGO - JAN, 23, 1988 (ENTERPRISE)

The Greater Farmington Chamber of
Commerce unveiled its new slogan to pro-
mote trading st home and working togather:
*Think thmngton Buy Farmington ~ Be
Farmingto E

Farmlngmn City Council members unani-
mously approved a rezoning of a lot of Bel-
Aire Suhdivision to allow a new bowling

alley after the owners volunteered to restrict
the use to bowling for the next five years.
25 YEARS AGO - JAN, 24, 1973

A hearing was scheduled for a $3 million,
14-acro shopping center to be anchored by
Kmart at Halsted and Grand River.
.2 YEARS AGO ~ JAN, 22, 1996

An appeals court decision gave a Farming-
ton Hills church the right to open its doors
for tho homaless, ruling that religious free-
dom was tha issuc rather than zoning.

misgioner (David) Haron throw down the
gauntlet before a proponent. He was tired of
having proposals placed before the Planning
Comm:salon in which mformuhun required by

ofb
This resident commends Commissioner
Haron for pointing out what athers have
observed or felt for some time; valuable
resources are being wasted when proposals
are presented which fail to comply with the
spirit and details of Farmington Hills ordi-
nances,
Fran Vallely
Farmington Hills

Longacre House mistake

small misconception needs correction.

Willie Payne plans two programs at the
Longacre House on Feb, 1, The information
about the program stated that the Longacre
House was on the Underground Railroad. The
house itself was nat in existence before or dur-
ing the Civil War at the time the Under-
ground Railroad was significant.

The Civil War was over in 1865 and the
portion of the Longacre Houso built by Palmer
Sherman was c. 1867 two years after the
Civil War.

During the Civil War, Palmer Sherman and
hia family lived in the little white Greek
Revival house that now stands in the service
area of Heritage Park and can be seen from
the Longacre grounds. The house originally
stood in the current driveway of the Longacre
property.

At the time Palmer Sherman ran a farm
there were barns to the south of the current
house.

It was in those days that runaway slaves
were given shelter.

The Longacre property probably waa used
on the Underground Railrond when Palmer
Sherman was asked to aid Nathan Power in
his I ities work ns on the
Underground Railroad.

The penalties for helping were so grent. that
anyone who aided escapees was a hero.

Fnrmmgton has a history of high moral

is and concern for the less fortunate.

was either d or inapp:
ately scattered throughout the proposal,
The Planning Commission and City Council
make decisions for the residents that are often

pri-

Ruth Moohlman
Farmington Hills
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OUR MISSION: “Becausc we publish community newspapers, we think about community journalism

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger

idi to be

in to write the unusual or

They

independent from the stories and
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they cover,

shi
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Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”
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