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Aléxander Zonjic talks aboutthe classics scene

STORY BY NICOLE STAFFORD B
PHOTOS BY DAN DEAN

. ook beyond Atexander Zon-
jic's tlon-1lke presence,
golden flute and prestige as

muslclan in metvopoll(au

-Delrolt,

He, like most professional musl-
ians, leads a humble, disclplined
Ife bulit on practice, the promise
of another lucrative glg and pas-
_slon for his art,

*Belleve ma, as an artist, job

< - security means I've got a gig next

- ‘month,” sald Zonlic, a Windsor

.‘resident and avid promoter of

local muslc programs, including

the Classics on the Lake program
at St. Mary's Coliege in Orchard

Lake. His Jazz concerts include

playing at Birmingham's summer-

time In the Park serles.

*1 know that sounds funny from
someone who Is perceived as
belng tremendously successful.
But, belleve me, It |s precarious,
.It's a jot of hard work to not
have a real job."

With the recent demlse ol

What le the importance of
musical programs like Cias-
sica on the Lake for the com.
munity?

They're priceless. It would be
like agking what ia tho impor-
tance of having the Dotroit Sym.
phony here or what is the impor-
tance of having an opera here?
This series is chamber music,
but we need platforms and set-
tings for all kinds of music both
for the audienco and tho artista.
It'a very valuable to tho area —
culturally and in terms of nur-
turing artists.

How is Clasaics on the Lake
unique?

Thoy all have their own magic,
...St. Mary’s ~ first of al), the set-
ting ia wonderful. If people have
not been to the campus, thoy’re
always aurprised whon they get
there, There's the lake and the
chapol. There's a whole ambi-
enco there,

Do you think that classical
music lovers in metropolitan
Detroit could be more sup-
portive?

I always think they cen be
more aupportive, As an artist, I
would nover come to tho conclu-
sion that we are ovor-
funded...But I don’t want to put
too rosy o glow onLIt ~ there's &

metropolitan Detroit's ¢l
music station WQRS Classical
105.1 FM and the next Classics
on the Lake program slated for
Feb. 15, we spoke to Zonjfic
about the state of ctassical music
in our community, the loss of
WQRS and his personal feellngs
about his greatest passion -~
“musle,
—~ CONNECTIONS Is an occasional
" serles featuring discussions with
focs} community leaders.

if ) is thero
all tho ume to take it for grant-
ed...It is important that people
keep in mind that (classical
{nfusic) is a part of our quality of
ile.

Is clossical music’s popu.
larity declining?

I never feel comfortable
answering questiona like that.
‘Who han the authority to come to

Playing Goldie: Alexander Zonjic, jazz musician and an avid promoter of local concert programs, like Classics
on the Lake at St. Mary's College in Orchard Lake, plays his prized golden flute, nicknamed Goldie.

those conclusions? I think every
once in a while it gets dealt dif-
ferent blows, It gets dealt a blow
when a radio station like WQRS
disappears, ,..But my feeling,
vory strongly, is that the music
is bigger than all that. I mean no
one is going to stop listening to
Bach becausc & radio station dis-
appenred.
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This season with all the unpredictable weather in'Michigan, lt’s nota
bad idea to plan a little getaway..maybe a ski lodge, exclusive resort,
theatre—outing, art exhibit and the list goes on...
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Why did we lose WQRS?

It's o tricky one. It's like why
does your favorite hockey player took for granted that, when we
— let's use Wayne Gretzky ae an  put on the radio, we could find

exnmple — why doea he leave
Edmonton? Because on some
level, the music is bigger than all there...I bet for some of the folks,
this, but radio is a busincsa,

How did losing WQRS per.  friend.

1 listened to the actual demise,
to the last hour. But keep in
mind, you weren't listening all
along with thia big passion and
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intensity, The station was just
there, ...It'g o loss because we

it...All of sudden one day, it's
gone. There's an emptiness

it must have been like losing a

How will losing the radio
station affect tho community
in the long run?

It docs affect profoundly those
that got hooked (on classical
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music), but for not that long (a
period of time)...For some of
those people who gat the hook in
their mouth but not completely,
they may wander, they might be
harder to get back. But eventual-
ly, I feel stronply, that this is a
major radio music market in the
country, and there are too many
people here who love class
music...] believe that ther
be another 24-hour class
music station,
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