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low-lifo loan-sharks, mobaters,
bounty hunters and hustlers lit-
tering tho American landscape
hos attracted a wider audicnce.

Definitely hip .

.+Tho ‘eritical body of Leonard's .

‘34 novels include “Out of Sight,”
“Riding the Rap,” “Get Shorty,”
“City Primoval,” “Stick,” “LaBra-
va,” “Swag," “The Hunted” and
562 Pick-Up.” .

«Sinco Leonard wrote his first
novel, “The Bounty Hunters” in
1953; 28 of his books hove been
cither optioned to movie atudios
or made inte movies. .
“.For years, however, the film
versions of Leonard'a novels got
panned (*Stick™ with Burt
Reynolds). But that'a changi
as his dendpan characters are
being treated with a three-
dimenaiona! edge.Two of his
recent navels, *Get Shorty” and
“Rum Punch* have received eriti-
cal and popular acelaim,

.-The breakout 1995 hit, *Get
Shorty,” starred John Travoltn,
Danny DoVito, Rence Russo and
Gene Hackman. With the success
of *Get Shorty,™ muviegocrs were
treated to the hilarious serious-

ness of Chili Palmer (Travolta), a

vacant soul who is delightfully.
entertaining.

In “Jackie Brown,” currently in

h Tarantino ified the

of view." .

In the mid 19808, according to
Farber, with the publishing of
“LaBrava” and “Glitz,” Leonard

began lo criti-

plot, ct d the lead ¢k

cal rovi in The New Yorker,

and augmented the dialogue of
“Rum Punch.,”

“The dinlogue starts out as
mine, but Quentin elaborates on
it. When you put (the atory) in
his hands, there's going to be
more of him than me init. I
think with us, therc's a natural
partnership.”

After four decades as a novel-
ist and screenwriter, all the
recent attention from renders,
publishers, Hollywaod prod:
and literary critics just isn't to
honor Leanard’s longevity or pro-
lific output.

Leonard has seemingly crossed
over from o crime genre writer
into the mainstream melting pot
of American popular culture.

“He’s the person to whom
every other crimo writer is com-
pared,” said Jackie Farber,
Leonard's longtime editor at
Delacorte Press, “He mines the
sights and sounds of a scenc and
is extremely earcful about point

The New York Review of Books,
among other prestigious publica.
tions.

Admirers are as diverse ag
high schoolers, cutting-cdge film-
makers and conservative ideo-
loguo Geergo Will, who sent
Leonard 40 copies of “Out of
Sight” to inacribe for hie frienda.

High-brow critics now know
what chic grimo readers have

that haa found a way into the
much-nwaited sequel to “Get
Shorty" :

“I'm on page 170-something,”
said Leanard, sitting at a desk in
his apacious living room. From
his vantage point, Leonard looks
through the French doors and
onto a sprawling yard that
includes a tennis court and
swimming pool.

The sequel was undertaken
because of his interest in resur-
rucEng Chili Palmer and the

hands of “Fargo” directors, Jocl
and Ethan Coen, .
Mainstream Hollywood has
finally caught on to the wry
appoal of-Leonard's storics. In
the words of Britiah novelist

:Martin Amis — a wicked wit not

known to dish praise ~ Leonard
is a5 American as jnzz.

In a glowing review of *Riding
the Rup" in The New York Times
Book Review, Amis observed:
*(Leonard) understands the post-
modern world of wised-up rabble
and zero authenticity.”

of MGM top

Frank Mancuso and Travolta.
“Chili Palmer is in tho music
busi * soid Leonard. In “Get

lqng li Dutch is

hip.

On Friday, the stote of Michi-
gan procluimed “Elmoro Leonard
Day." Leonard was on hand at
Bordera in downtown Birming-
ham to commemorate the honor
by kicking off a nine-city book-
signing tour that'll tnke him
from New York to LA, where he'll
read from his new book in the
trendy Viper Room.

In the LA club owned by actor
Johnny Depp, Leanard is ached-
uled to alse introduce the Stone
Coyotes, an underground band

Shorty,” the mobster Palmer con-
cludes that the film business is
not too different from his regular
{ine af work.

“I ran the iden past my
researcher and Travolta, and
+they laved it,” he soid.

But before Travolta repriscs
the role, it’s likely that Universa!
will praduce “Cubn Libre.” The
screen adnptation is in the

Leonard’s America is seen
through the eyes of an array of
empty souls whose common
interest in greed and a fast-track
to the American dream of osten-
tatious wealth. A place where
souls ore as substantive as a
quarter pounder with cheese.

I spend na much time with
the bad guys ns the good guys,”
snid Leonard, who relics on o
rescnrcher. “There's a morality in
the books, a groy arca where
there's room to rationalize. There

comet from page El

“It has been one of the most
gratifying experiences I've had
and that includes ‘Roots.” That
was wonderful, but this is more
personal, dealing with experi-
ences I've shared.”

“Halley's Comet” is dedicated
to the memory of the Inte Alex

+ Haley, author of the best-selling

book “Roots™ on which the phe-
nomenatly successful TV mini-
series wns based. Amos said no
one connected with the project,
inctuding producer David
Wolper, ever imagined the
impact it would have.

“A ycar after it was shown, the
late Madge Sinclair, who played
my wife (we dance over the
broom in the slave wedding). and
I were in Spain for the ‘Roots’
debut there. They took us to a
restaurant in Toledo and ncross
from us were some visitors from
Japan,” he snid. "Afer we had
finished our meal of several
couraes, they gave us a standing
ovation. Madge and I locked at
each other and we wept. That got
the mesange home to us about
the impact that reries had.”

Amos cailed Haley o quict,
unobtrusive man whe none-the-
less had an aura sbout him of “a
man at peace with himsell”

Though “Hnlley's Comet” is
Amos’ first play, he actually
began his career ae o writer. He
was a copy writer for an adver-

tiging firm when he began con-
tributing skits to the Los Ange-
lea comedy show “Loman and
Barkley.”

Comedy writing led to comedy
acting,

He had a role in one of televi-
sion's acclaimed classics as
Gordy the weatherman on “The
Mary Tyler Maore Show.” He
said that show was an example
of a strong ensemblc of dedicated
actors and writers who never
pandered to the lowest common
denominator.

But he is better known, per-
haps, for his work as the father
in Normun Lear's “Good Times.”

“Good Times’ was a bitter-
sweet experience for me. I got to
play a patriarchal head of a fam-
ily — there had never been a
black family with both parenta.
... It provided me with a great
opportunity, but also a great
challenge. Having been raised in
a black family and ns the father
of one, I figured I knew more
about it than our writers. It wns
a bone of contention when they
killed off my character”

Amos said a lot of people think
he quit the show. But, he said, he
was actually drepped because of
his vocal objections to the direc-
tion the show was taking, cspe-
cinlly its emphasis on Jimmy
Walker's flamboyant JJ rather
than the other, more responsible

students from page E1

aren't any moral absolutes.”

Delacorte, Dell and Aven
Books will rereleaso Leonard's
novels and short stories in hard
and soft cover as an increasing
number of readers discover his
body of work. .

“F like to set up a choracter
and see what happens to him, 1
writo to discover,” sald Leonard.
“When I get into a scene I think,
*What's the purpose of the scene’
and ‘Whose point of view is it
being told.' Then, I listen for the
characters’ sound,” .

As 72, some suthora might
look closer to home for perspec-
tive, Perhaps compose a narra-
tive that takes a metaphysical
look at life.

“If 1 got philosophical about
life, I'd laugh at myself,” snid
Leonard. “I know what I can and
can't do. [ learned that early on.”

“That’s really what it's nll
about.”

Never underestimate a dead-
pan with perfect delivery.

Halley's Comet
What: Ono-mon drama written by
and starring John Amos,
Whers: Music Holl Center for the
Performing Arts, 350 Madizon Ave.,
Detrokt -
‘Whea: 8 p.m. Wednesdoy-Saturday,
Jon, 28-31: 3 g.m. Saturday-Sundsy,
Jan, 31 ond Feb. 1, Speclal one-hour
school performance 10:30 a.m.
Thursdaoy, Jan. 29.
Tickets: $26.50, $31.50 and
$36.50 on safe ot the Music Hall
box alfice, all Ticketmostes loca-
tions and by phone (248) 6456660,
For more informatlon, coll the Music
Hall at {313) 963-2366.

children. He said toduy.s come-
dies with a few exceptions don't
measure up.

Amos recently gave up a posi-
tion as administrator of New
Jersey's Harm's Center to pursue
his busy stage, movic and televi-
sion projects. He is preparing to
star in a movie, "Four,” and is
hoping to make o movie of “Hal-
ley's Comet” and develop it into a
television serics, In the mean-
time, he is developing a graphic
novel and o CD Rom for high
school students based on the
play: :
“It's n tough nut 1o crack, but
s0 was the play,” Amos said.
“With God's blessing, it will hap-
pen.

through April.

“ ‘Our Town' is very American,
it’s a very simple story that
unfolds very gently” said Sheri-
dan, “It's about family, love and
life; and recognizing the value of
life, It inds us of our h i

ty. We're so busy living life that
Evc_'don‘t appreciate how rich it
8. . '

In “Our, Town” the audience
learns what wans huppening in
Grover'a Corners beginning May
7, 1901, from n narrator por-
trayed by Jennifer L. Smith of
Auburn_Hills. The piay aleo fea.
tures performances by Kimshel-
ley Garner (Rochester Hills),

Amanda Lange (Farmingtén
.. Hilla), Matt Omana(Oxford),
Samuel Newman (West, Bloom-
ficld), Karey L. Hart (Wajted
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Lake), Scott Vance and Michael
W. Ott of Rochester Hills.

Wayne State University
Randy Topper of Farmington
Hills is Jewish and dyed his hair
blond to look more German for
“The Jewish Wife,” one of two

_one-act plays by Brecht that he

is appearing in at WSU's Studio
Theatre.

*In this plny, Kelly Komlen of
Livonin portrays his wife who is
Jewish and getting ready to
Icave him and their comfortable
German life. Her husband is o
acientist who could be nsked to
work for the “mnster race.”

“I've nover read ar done any-

_thing like Brecht,” said Komlen,

“You have to approach it from
different angles. Brecht believed

that the actor’s role ia to be a sto-
ryteller. The maojority of the
training 1've had was to get to
knéw your character and become
your charncter. But Brecht
believed the actor having a lot of
emotions would cause the audi-
ence to lose their focus of what
the play is about.”

Topper said he is emotionally
drained after rehearsals, "It's o
very personol subject matter,” he
said. “I lost family in the Holo-
caust. To detach myself from this
character is very hard. You tatal-
Iy hava to not think about {t."

Brecht wos a German Marxist
with strong anti-fascist beliefs
who left Nazi Germany in 1933.
WSU is presenting these works
to honor Brecht on the 100th
anniversary of his birth,

CUSTOMS, RODS, STREET MACHINES,
ORIG%LS & TRUCKS OF ALL KINDS

- e 18 pot1 day - not all cars will be on display.
ENTERTAINMENT BY-D.J. ROCIKIN®




