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Supey SIngles' Farmmg-
ton Single Professionals
host a Super Bowl Party
at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 25 at
Drakeshire Lanes in
Farmington. Bring a dish
to pass.

Get your rest: Farmington
elementary and middle
school students begin the
two-week MEAP test
grind today.

Camera call: Learn the
inner workings of cable
television at a free orien-
tation workshop from 7-9
p.m. Jan, 26 at the South-
western Oakland Cable
Commission offices. Call
473-72686.

Diving in: Swimmers from

Putting You In Touch With Your World™
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rmington Dbserver =

A new perspective on life

From the other side: Eagle Schoo! third-grader

Candice Jarjosa tries to comﬂplele a puzzle while

gmkmg in a mirror during “Changing Places”
ay.

‘Changing Places’
gives pupils new

view of disabled

Confine

hird-graders ﬂz
Singer and Hayley Imhoff try to
By T SMITH out of the way takes a  pick toys and books from the
BTAYP WHITER lot of effort.” floor while in a wheelchair and

Whenever Eagle Elementary _ Lydin, 9, who is con- yith one hand bandaged.

School fifth grader Jon Stein-
berg pasaes wheelchair-bound
fourth-grade student Lydia

bag on a classroom floor, he'll
kind of know what she's going
through.

Jon learned of the daily strug-
glea of the handicopped during
“Changing Placos,” a unique
empnthy building program

Harrison High School
invade the North Farm-
ington High School pool
for a meet at 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 27.
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Law targets
same-name
business ploy

By TH SMITH
BTAYF WRITER

Newly proposed state legislation, if
approved by Gov, John Engler, would pro-
hibit the kind of "predatory” business prac-
tices that F ngton Florist owner Linda
Trzeinski knows about first-hand,

1f Engler approvea the package, proposed
last week by 37th District Houso Rep.
Andrew Raczkowaki, R-Farmington Hills,
and anothor state lawmaker, Michigan
florists and business owncra won't have to

- encounter what Trzcinski did in October.

That's when she found out her longtime
floral shop in the Downtown Farmington
Centor was losing busincss to a New Jersey

and Friday.

Al\,cr participating in the pro-
gram'a “Moving Without Your
Feot” station, 11-yenr-old Jon
summed it up.

“When you're in a wheelchair,”
Jon said, “one thing is, you can't
use your feet or hands, And
there was stull on the floor and
wa had to pick it up and sec
what it's like every day for the
handicapped, Just to get atuff

Renas navigating around a book -

fined to a wheelchair,
snid she appreciated the other
students seeing things from
their point of view.

“They can really experience
what I feel and what obstacles I
. have to overcome,” Lydia said,

“Like when [ drop something

and am not able to get -it,

beeause I can’t bend over like
they do.”

Lydia is one of the Farmingtan
district school's 33 Physically or
Otherwise Health Impaired stu-
denta. Principal Susan Johnson
said about onc-halfl are main-
streamed into regular, general
education clnssrooms.

“Changing Places,” which
takes place cvery two yenars at
Eng]c. fentured five smtwns sct

took part in twa of those sta-
tions, cach representing an
obstacle that handicapped peo-
ple must overcome. All classcs
had the opportunity to partici-
pate,

According to Nancy Gorga,
who teaches the POHI program
and was instrumental in plan-
ning the "Changing Places” pro-
gram, the iden was for young-
sters to “get a bhetter under-
standing of what their POHI
peers go through every day ... It
increascs their awareness and
sensitivity.”

Second grade teacher Adriana
Genrich stressed another goal of
“Changing Places” - for young-
sters to buucr understand their
d peers, and not to

up in the g
who do no!. have special needs
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Shaving a minute

Full-time station cuts Hills’ average fire response time

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAF?F WRITER

Farmington Hills fire officials are
ready to high five thair quicker

response times.

A minute has been shaved from
tho average timo it takes to get to

omurgencmu after businesa houra.
to

tho d 's soon-

compnany purporting to be *F: ington
Florist.”

Unknowing customers placed orders with
the company, which actually handled
transactions through a phone bank. The
company apparently has a similar set-up
olsewhero in metropolitan Detroit — with
listinga for the Farmington Hills Florist,
Livonia Flowers and Gifta and Northville
Florist,

All of those businesses include
Bornavdsville, N.J., next to local exchango
phone numbcru in t.ho telephone book, but
calls to information could got the New Jer-
‘acy firm. And, when & call is placed, it is
answered nuwmnumlly and then forward-
od to New Jorse;

Trzcinaki, nnor failing to get sufficient
answers from various atato and local ngen-
cioa, first shared her plight with the Farm.
ington Observer, which ran a front-page
articlo in the Oct. 12, 1897, izsue, Two local
tolevision stations picked up the atory,

czkowsaki read the article and saw one of
the TV news roporta and decided to contact
the florist.

“Floiss sg0 TAW, A

to-bo relensed annual report the
average has dropped from 8 min-
utes, 17 seconds, to § minutes and

10 seconds,
Other jtems in the year-cod sum
mary show:

W Fire incidents dropped, but
damage was more extensive and

costly than in 1996,

slightly from the previous year.

sonnel,

in July, fire officials said.

W The number of runs increased

@ Fridays between 10 a.m. and
noon continue to be the busiest time
for firefighters and emergency per-

The decrease in response times
after hours is significant and pri-
marily due to Station No. 5 opening

Station Ne. 5 - built after voters

the day.

An additional fire station alse
correlates with an overall decline in
response times from & minutes, 7
seconds, before July to 4 minutes,
30 soconds, in August through

December.

“What it has done in principle ia
reduce the (longer) reaponse times
... where what you had were night
anid Peter
Baldwin, Farmington Hills Fire

calla during the week,”

Department deputy chief.

approved a public safety millage - is

staffed 24 hours, seven days a week.

Station Nos. 1-4 are staffed during
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Mall’
changes-
worry
retailers

BY T SMITH
STAY? WRITER

Don't let the fancy new fm:udu-
fool you. On the outside, the Down-

\ town Farmington Centor mall
! D|| looks great, thanks to a $1 million’

renovation project that is nearing,
[ completion. But inside the stores;

4={| there is concern from some retail-
/ ers who wonder what's going to.
l l happen next.

For starters, there is the dwm-
dling pnrlum; which several mer-
chants tied to the opening of a high-traffic United’
Postal Service retail store, One long-time business’
is shuffling to a new location whilo another ia open-
ing a second shop a block away on Grand River, just
in case it Josea its lease.

Doing the moat to Lmr the pot :u the confirmed
arrival of

It soon will take aver an empty storefront and
adjacent apace occupied for 28 yecars by the Farm-
ington Florist, The independent floral shop, owned
by Linda Trzcineki, is moving this weekend to a
slightly bigger location in the ecenter, directly across
from Farmer Jack.

'Renlity ia hitting,”

snid Trzcinski Thursday,
nside her to-be-former shop. But for
all that uho has been through since rumors bcgnn

Commission :
OKs 64-unit
development

By LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFP WRITER
A scaled-d housing devel may be a

atep closer to reality, but nearby homeowners are
still searching for some answers.

On Thursday, the Farmington Hilla Planning
Commission recommended city council members OK
a planned unit development for 64-units on 13 Mile
Road.

“There's too much missing information,” said Fran
Vallely, Highmeadow Homeowners Association
president. “Is not nice and neat.”

Two i agreed, refl in the 5-2
vote to r d approval. C issi Bob
Bruckner is concerned over the 36-feet proposed for
the height of the townhouses. Commissioner Glen
Fleiahhacker also voted “no,”
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Where there's smoke ...

Farmington Hilla Fire Chief Richard Marinucci

knows whero tho hot spata are.

As prosident of the International Associntion of
Fire Chiefs, Marinucci was presiding over a gather-
ing of the group last wook in Washington, D.C.
when reports of a White Houso intern’s alleged
affair with Prosident Bill Clinton hit the nowa
media,

Marinucel confirmed that it's defini

1y the talk of
the town in our nation’s capitol,

Tax help - and it's free

Farmington avea senior citizens can got free tax
preparation holp Feb. 3 through April 14 through
the American Assoclation of Rotired Persons Foun-
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dation.

Anyono aver age 80 with moderate income who
lives in Farmington or Farmington Hills is invited
to have voluntecrs prepare their federal and state
tax returna on the following schedule:

M Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.n, at the
Farmington Hilla Senior Center, 28600 W. 11 Mile
Road on Feb. 3, 10, 17 and 24; March 3, 10, 17, 24
and 31; and Apn‘l 7and 14,

® Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. at the Farmington
City Library , 23600 Liberty St., on Feb, 6, 13, 20
and 27; March 6, 18, 20 and 27; and April 3.

Specinl arrangement will be made for shut-ins by
calling Farmington Hills at 474-1854,

Listen to the music

The Farmington Community Band will be the
closing performer during the 18th annual Festival of
Bands Saturday, Jan. 31, at Twelve Onks Mall in
Novi.

Six community bands will perform scparately and
together starting at 11 n.m. and running until 8
p.m,, with master of ceremonics dutics handled by
Car] Grapentine of WNIB Radio Chicago and the
“Voice" of the University of Michigan Band.

Director Paul Barber will lead the Farmington
contingent’s show at 7:30 p.m.

For more details eall 248-489-3412, or check the
FCB Web site at http/Avww.mystery.com/fcb.




