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Special Services

director to retire

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

The person
who shepherd-
ed unproce-
dented growth
in the Farm-
ington Hilla
recreation sys-
tem is ready to
take a place on
the park
bench.

Dan Potter,
60, is retiring
as apecial service director, He'll
stay until the end of the year
uniecss a successor is found
before then.

Farmington Hills City Council
members planned to talk about
how ‘the position will be filled
during a gonls actting seasion
Saturday. Potter has been with
the city for 11 years,

“It's a chance to sit back and
relax a little bit and look at some
other things,” Potter said, “I'm
not sure we'll sit back in our
rocking chairs cither.”

During Potter's tenure, the
city bought what is now William
Costick Activitics Center and
built the voter-approved Farm-
ington Hills Ice Arena. Heritage,
Woodland Hills and Founders
Sports parks were also opened
and San Marino Golf Coursa was
refurbished.

He was merely in the right
place at the right time, he said.
Voters - who approved the parks
millage in November to generate
$17-818 million during the next
10 years for parks - deserve the
credit for the development.

“It's been o greot opportunity
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monay in ... We just gave it
somo guidance hore and there to
meke it happen.” .

Pottor's boss credits him,
though, for working with groupa
and providing cleor information
that helped the millage receive
72 percent voter approval,

He performed a commendable
job overeceing ice arena con-
struction and other projects, said
City Manager Daniel Hobbs.

“He's done it under time pres-
sure and not enough money;
He's nlao done handsomely well
with the stafl constraints ho's
had,” Hobbs snid.

City officials will update tho
job description and look at the
organizational structure of the
Special Servicos Dopartment,
Hobbs said. The Commission on
Children, Youth and Familios
may be placed under the depart-
ment's wing,

Potter oversaw the equivalent
of 90 full-time employces, which
waen't enough to keep up with
the demands of n growing parks
and recreation program, Hobbs
said, The millage will help,

“It's become a pretty huge
enterprise ... That's been part of
Dan’s challenge is that he's been
stretched too thin,” Hobbs said.

Potter worked 40 years in
municipal government, which
included 13 ycars as Hazel Park
city manager. He waa the city's
parks and recreation director
prior to becoming city manager.

He still resides there with wife
Barbara. They have three chil-
dren ond three grandchildren.

Potter will have more time to
spend with his grandchildren,
though he may stiil work s a

1 he said. The retire-

to have been involved in those
projects,” Potter said. *The citi-
zens are the ones who voted tho

ment is his sccond.
“We'll sec if there’s a third,” he
said.

New senior supervisor looks to future:

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Her grandmother took her there and she
never left. Now she's running the joint.

Mary DiManno, 47, has been named as
senior adult supervisor for Farmington Hills
Senior Adult Division at the William Costick
Activitiea Center. The division serves an
i 1 3,000 aeniors a year. DiManno

AGENDAS

A'!“ucceu:is Loretta Conway, who retired in

Farmington Hills
City Council
City Hall, 474-6115
7:30 p.m. Monday, Jon. 26

Agenda items include:
u R ition of Far

request to establish an industri-
al development district by
Robert Bosch Corp.

B Consider adoption of resolu-
tion to the Federal Communica-
tion C isBi ding cable

High School being named a
Michigan Blue Ribbon Exem-
plary School.

M Farmington Hills Year 2000
Plan - 1997 Year End Report.

@ Consider approval of

Clarenceville students to pay
for summer driver’s education

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
STAFF WRITER

The free ride is over, tem-
porarily at least, for the 60
Clarenceville High School stu-
dents who will take driver'’s edu-
cation this summer.

The Clarenceville Board of
Education Thursday voted to
charge students $100 tuition
plus o $20 textbook charge this
year for the class. However, the
district will pay the fee for stu-
dents who have a financial hord-
ship and can't afford to pay.

Clarenceville district includes
a portion of Farmington Hills,

The district also will monitor
this year's program costs, and
bring those figures to next year's
discussion of the driver's ed pro-

am.

The final decision on whether
to continue to charge tuition in
1999 won’t be made by the
wchool board until that year.

“We can get out next year; it’s

Board ponders million dollar questions

rates.

B Considor setting 1998
greens fees for San Marino Goll
Course.

W Preacentation on propoeaed
parks and recreation master
plan.

a year-to-year commitment,”
said Jomes Lancaster, nssistant
superintendent for instruction.

State law now allows Michigan
school districts to opt out of the
driver education business.

From the start, Clarenceville
trustees have said the district
should continue to offer the pro-
gram. The only question, they
soid, was whether to charge stu-
dents’ tuition, or continue to
offer a district-paid program.

If Clarenceville he * dropped
the program it wo..d, ander
state law, have had to give cach
atudent the $75 subsidy given to
the district by the state. The
$75 would have partially offset
the cost of a private driver's edu-
cation school.

Lancaster estimated the pro-
gram costs the district at least
$15,000 and possibly nnother
$2,000 when auch indirect costa
as ndministration are figured in.
After the $4,500 reimbursement
from the stote for 60 students,

The Far Hills resid; has been

M ‘She’s grown with the pro-
gram.’
Dan Potter
—Farmington Hitls Special Services
director

the family snlon DiManno’s on 10 Mile and
Orchard Lake.
DiManno went onto carn her a degree in
Univerai

drawn to the facility for nearly 15 years,

T from M; y and,
b ly, a master's in health adminis-

which started when her grandmother Cese-
din (whom friends called “Josephine”™) died at
96.

Her grandmother — who only spoke Italian
- found the Hills senior program to be a
source of comfort and friendship. DiManno
wanted to know why.

“I started to volunteer because I wanted to
see what drew her here,” said DiManno, whe
was o cosmetologist at the time working in

the cost drops to $10,500.

Once the 60 students pay
$7,200 for tuition and textbook,
the cost to the district drops
even further, to an estimated
$3,300. Lancaster said this fig-
ure should increase once admin-
istrative costs arc figured in.

Trustee Thomas Aldrich
opposed charging tuition, casting
tho lone dissenting vote Thurs-
day, The other five trustees

trative services from University Detroit
Mercy.

Her work with Farmington Hills scniors
has run the gamut of providing advice on
nutrition and exercise to sharing her own
story ahbout surviving colon-related cancer.
DiManno served in the No. 2 position us
senior adult coardinator,

When the city bought the Merey Center,
DiManno wax instrumental in helping start

of the Farm-
ington Hills
Senior
Adult Divi-
sion Mary

DiManno - .
started with

the program '
as an intern,

gone on to
work 15
years. Part .-
of her o
charge will -~
be to expand’
‘activities
and to
appeal to "z
the “new” "%
senior, the
one who has
recentl: .
turned age- -

frurPmoro
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the kitchen operation. The kitchen arca at
the conter serves 500 to 600 meals a day,
including 200 for Farmington and Farmidg-
ton Hills seniors aa part of the Meals an’
Wheels program. -0
Mercy Services for the Aging — servil
western Oakland County — also contraéts
food service from the facility, accounting for
the other 300 or 80 meals. :
Her being named to the post has more to
do than just adhering to orderly succession,
“She's grown with the program,” said Dan.
Potter, Farmington Hills Specin] Services,
director, “She has excellent knowledge of the;
existing program and she has some new:
idcas ... We're very excited.” =
One charge will be to incorporate ptd-;
grams geared for the new senior, the persgn’
who has recently turned 55 and is likely
more active, )
“I know we have a great progran I knov
Lorettn established a greot program,™
DiManno said. “I'm looking forward to
expanding it.”

Great $2 Million
Furniture Disposal
Remodeling Sale

voted in favor of the motion;

trustee Gary Gnsser was absent.

“Some kids don’t look forward
to much in school; that one thing
they do look forward to may be
driver's ed,” Aldrich said.
“Maybe that's what keeps them
here. [ favor no charge.”

The compromise on keeping
the program but chorging tuition

upstains
downstairs

Casual Home Furnishings » Always Sale Priced

means studenta will have “sweat
equity” in the program, said
trustee Gary Garrison. “If kome-

Fine Quality Furniture, Rugs, Gifts & Accessories

thing is given to you, you don't
tonke it that seriously.”

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
STAFF WRITER

Two big decivions now stand between the
Clarenceville School District and an unexpected,
but welcome, $1 million.

First, the district must decide by March 2
whether to simply accept the $1,050,230 take-it-or-
lenve it settlenent in the so-called Durant case, or
sue the atnte in court to possibly get a bigger set-
tlement. .

‘The secand big decision the Bonrd of Education
must make is to determine how it will take the
second half of the $1 million from the state, if it
decides not to sue.

Will it join the state in issuing bonds and accept
the money in 10 snnunl inatallmenta that begin in
November 1998? o

Or will it apurn bonds nnd rely on the Michigan
Legislature to dole out the second $600,000 over n
16-year period?

I Clarenceville decides to waive further lega!
action, it expects to receive the firat half of the $1
million settlement — $626,116 — in November,
1998, . .

“We have to decide whether to waive the right to
further legal action and accept their $1 million set-
tlomont,” said Superintendent Tom Tattan.
“Which is the better denl: waive, or take what

they are offering? It took 17 years to get this set-
tlement; a second suit could take that long.”

All money received in the settlement will go into
the district’s capital project fund, to be used to buy
new technology, buses, equipment, exterior win-
dows, lighting, or other capital improvements for
the district.

Tattan said many districts will opt ta let the
state issuc bonds for the second half of the settle-
ment rather than rely on the Michigan Legislnture
to appropriate the moncy every year for 16 years.

“Can we count on future Legislatures to fund
this, or will they default?” he asked.

Clarenceville is one of 472 Michigan school dis-
tricts that did not join the so-called Durant law-
#uit. When the Michigan Supreme Court decided
the state owes the B4 suing achool districts, it
opened the door for the non-suing districta ta be
compensated nlso.

Served through the Oakland Schoals intermedi-
ato district, Clorenceville serves students in Livo-
nia, Redford and Farmington Hills.

Tho Supreme Court last year ruled the atate hod
shorted the 84 districts on aid for specinl educa-
tion and other programs.

It was cstimoted that the non-plaintifl’ districts
I:cu!d put in elaims that could run up to $760 mil-
ion.

LOCATED IN BIRMINGHAM AT
275 East Maple Road
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TO MARK DOWN PRICES
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