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Fl re from page Al Tax from page Al Hills eyes tax
ng to go.* ) by now. nomic Growth Authority (MEGA) program to cut the cost bre aks if cos

Though the flames are over-
hend, the couch combusted if
almost on cue. At Rebtoy’s urg-
ing, an attempt is made to stand
up in the blankst of smoke but
fi d quickly fi .qanmlho
face and g forces &
back onto the floor. :

*Imagine if you didn't have
this equipment on and you stood
up in that,” Rebtoy said after-
ward, “You're cooked.”

When the inferno extends to
the doorway, Rebtoy ushered
non-fivefighting personnel out-
side, Flames and smoke are
pouring out two front windowe

-*It's five minutos;
- this is when we arrive,”
he said.

Under the supervi-
sion of safety and com-
mand perasonnel, the
blaze is brought under
control. Smoke billows
out of the downstairs

as firofighters clear the B
airin u& livingroom.  Decked Reéporter Larry O’Con
Their work is not nor shows off the latest in protec-

dono as flames alither
from on attic. After-
ward, the two firefightors who
met tho fire head on aro cestatic.,

‘ Raid from page Al

month investigation,” which
started in Southfield when police
there had a group under surveil-
lance for gambling. :

The group disappoared, but
the ring re-cmerged recently in

- Farmington Hills, prompting
Southficld police to get a search
warrant. Farmington Hills police
had the homo under surveillance
moat of Sunday, Dwyer said.

Southfield, Farmington Hills,
West Bloomfield and Michigan
State Polico conducted the raid
around 8 p.m.

Those arrcsted were men
ranging in age from 32-66, with
12 from Farmington Hilla and
four from Southfield. Two Livo-
nig residents and one from West
Bloomficld wero also arreated.

: Thoy were takon to the Farm-
ington Hills polico department,
ticketed and rel . Frequent-
ing an illegal gaming housc is &
thisdemeancr and, if convicted,

days in jail.

Polico found poker, dice and
other casino-type activity in the
home. It's not belioved the opera-
tion is tied to organized crime,

Dwyer said,
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tive wear:

“It gives them confidonce,”
Kish said.

FHS troupe
takes to stage in
Anything Goes’

8ix Farmington High School
students have starring roles in

of doing business hero as compared to anather state.
Council members, Bosch, state and county officiala dis-
cussod the issue at a study scasion before the regular meot-

ing.
Robort Bosch is conaidering a move to Indiana whera it's -

estimated to be $40 million chenper to do business, state
officials said.

So far, MEGA haa granted tax brenks to 38 carporations
to keep them taking jobagut of state. Bosch would like to
boe No. 39. -

City, etato nnd Bosch officials are up against a tight
deadline, The council needs to make a decision by Feb. 8 in
order for the MEGA to consider Bosch for its,

at we're looking for here is o pm:tnoulzip,"auid Al

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAry WaITR

Tax nbatements are to city council mem-
bors what peanut butter on saltines are to
4 Martha Stewart dinner party: They
think thoy’re above all that. )

Moro 60, they've been dend sot against
them. As businesses continued to be lured
to other states and oven local communitiea
through tax broaks, Farmington Hills may
have to lower itself into the fray.

Al day’s goals ectting seasion, city

Acoves, Michigan Jobs C
deputy director.

Council mombors could agreo to a tax abatoment of
$400,000 for six years. County, community college and
school taxes would make up the remaining $1.6 million.

Bosch already pays $700,000 annually in taxes, includ-
ing $151,000 to Farmington Hills.

Or, tho city could waivo fces and permits that would
total $1.1 million.

“It makes na difference,” said Hans Weckerlo, Bosch

ive vice i ne hing that.quali-
fies us for MEGA. Whatover is good for tha city and quali-
ﬁe‘aluu for MEGA ia good for us.”

{ by Bosch include waiving permit

“The bost way to ck i
it would bo is they are profes-
sional gamblers who havo a his-
tory of this typo of bling

the Cabaret rend
of the Cola Porter musical, "Any-
thing Goes.”

Py heduled at

are

operation,” Dwyer said.

Though the bust camo during
the Super Bowl, football betting
did not prompt the raid.

It had nothing to do with the
football gamo; don't even talk
about tho football gamae,”
Thomas eaid. “Tho football game
just happened to oceur.™

The Southfield chief disagrees
with thoso who would say gam-
bling is a victimlesa crime.
© %A lot of timos these poople
don't just affect thamselves or
their familios. They affect a
whole lot of peoplo.”
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%:30 p.m, Thursday, Feb. 5, Fri-
day, Fcb. 8 and Saturday, Feb, 7
in the-FHS auditorium,
According to drama teacher
Leanno Walter, who coordinated
tho effort with drama_teacher
Richard Burgess, the show is o
“love story” that dovelop on an
Atlantic Ocean travel-

feea totaling $100,000-8160,000; the city building a reten-
tion pond worth $280,000; being exempt from the tree
replacoment program, $300,000; water main loop,
$260,000; and roadwoy for the loop, $100,000,

A tax abatemont makea more financial sense, council
mombera said. The city would recoup $100,000-$160,000
wlone from permits, !

“This is gotting simplor from a financial standpoint,”
Sovar said, “oven though I'm principally against tax abate-
monts.”

From that stand, though, ono council member is not will-
ing to budge. : .

C il Nancy Bates said a company’s incentive

ing between England and New
York City.

Walter soid six students havo
main Jeads, Stoph ntkie,

to atay ia tho city’s quality of life: schools, gorvices and
workforee. 1t's up to tho stato to deal with the cost dispari-
ty of doing busincas here - not tho city, Bates added.

“I don't want Bosch to leave, but I can't according to my

Andren Campbell, Matt Gwynn,
Kelley Oxloy, Nick Ward and
Kim Yodor.

Tickets aro now on salo at the '

high school.

They are $8 for adults and $7
for students.

For more information, call
(248) 489-3456.

iples support this ... [ don't think we can call it any-
thing elso but corporato welfare, and I think it's wrong,”
Bates said.

Bosch officials admit the $1.56 million isn’t tho driving
force, but the $30-$40 million in tax credits over 20 years ia
the key. After heing here sinco 1982, the company would
liko to atay, Bosch officlals said. .

“Farmington Hills waa the preferred sito, we just have to

-mako up the cost differentinl,” said Luko Baer, Bosch vice

president.

t
council membors discussed tox abate-
ments. Council momberu Terry Sover and
Vicki Barnett auggested tax breaka be con-
sidered if:

1 Federal or state monoy ia involved.

M Residents do not suffer any financial
loss and money abated -ia recouped
through building up the tax base.

# And, tho business has been s longtimo
member of tho community,

Having federal or state contributions is
a key, Sever said,

“Someono is going to get that money; I'd
rather sce o business in our community
get that money ns opposed to another busi-
ness somowhere ¢lso,” Sever snid, “even
thaugh it’s ngainst my philosophy that we
shouldn't grant abatements at all.”

Council membor Nancy Bates said such
a policy is estoblishing a price and goes
ngainat tho city’s precedent of not granting
them. The city, though, has given at least
two tax breaks in the past.

“We cither beliove what we've said or
we didn't,” Batcs added.

The fear is onco an abatement is grant-
¢d, a “Pandora’s box"™ is opened and othor
corporations will ask.

“We need guidelines before we say ‘yes'
or ‘no,” " Sever said. *I think there is public
credibility here.™ ’

In the Bosch case, it's not tho corpora-
tion secking the city’s help as much as the
stato’s Jobs Commission looking to keop
one of its own. '

“Tho only rcason I'm considering this is
Bosch's strong commitment to the commu-
nity,” Barnett said, “and its willingnesa to
expand ond willingness to put its monoy
where its people are.”

| Because kids
don’t always wait
for regular

office hours...

How many times has one of your children
gotten hure playing T-ball, rollesblading,
or falling off their bike?

How often have you been awakened late
at night by a child who has a high fever or
a stamach ache?

When your kids need prompt, eetiable
medical care, we're hete,

Your children will be treated by physicians
fully trained in pediatrics as well as nurses
ienced in pediati o

P

of care.

You will also find on-site x-ray and lab
facilitics for your convenience,

And, we can send your regular physician
a report of your visit to cnsure continuity

To supplement your pediatrician’s regular
office hours, we're open evenings and .
tweekends, 365 days a year:

Monday-Friday: 5 pm to Midnight
Saturday: Noon to Midnight
Sunday: 10 am to Midnight

FROM SAINT JOSEPH MERCY'ANN ARBOR
ON 12 MILE RD. ACROSS FROM TWELVE OAKS MALL

(248) 374-6556
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