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'Lansing shows how Publishing veteran joins HomeTown

ctty improves schools

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFP WRITER

Michigan historically haa scp-
arated schools from city govern-
menta. In fact, moat school dis-
tricts have different boundaries
from citice. School clections are
separate from city and guberna-
torinl clections. The theory is to
take education out of politics.”

That system ia coming under
challenge.

*Other mayors have reached
out with the club, That’s not my
style,” said Lansing Mayor
David Hollister, who won praise
from the State Boord of Educa-
tion for his leadership in commu-
nity efforts to help the ailing
Lansing public schools.

“It's not a turf war,” agreed
Lansing Superintendent Dick
Halik. “He (Hotlister) hos a plat-
form that I, as a superintendent,
dan't have, He can bring in Gen-
cral Motors, the UAW and cham-
ber of commerce leaders,”

At'stake, Hollister told the
state board Jan. 7, arc 16,000
jobs and $600 million in invest-
ment that General Motors would
like to place in Lansing, He quat-
ed GM officials a3 saying:

*We (Lansing) have the best
workforce and the best labor-
manpgoment relations. Oh, by
the way, half of eur workers will
retire in the next 10 years, We
need productive, hard-working,
efficient workers with good math
skills, good computer skills and
many who con speak Spanish
because we have a sister plant in
Mexico."

Hollister, 55, spent six years in
county government and 20 in the
state House of Representatives.

Community tools

Elected mayor in 1995, Hollis-
ter sct up o bluc-ribbon commit-
tee headed by Michigan State
University Peter McPherson to
explore how a community could
help schaols — in five years —
achieve a zero dropout rate,
make every child computer liter-
ate, give everyene the work ethic
and have every child drug-free.

Some of their tools:

& Tutoring — They signed up
1,000 volunteers who would
mentor one child, ane hour a
\vcek for one year, in reading.

li himself is o
Their torget: 1,400 Kids in
grades 3-5 who are reading
below the 30th percentile.

“Those mentora have to be
mobile,” said Halik, the superin-
tendent. “Some kids chonge
schools five or six times a year.”
Turnover in some schools is 100
percent a year.

8 Truancy - Police have

" recruited retirees to track down
kids who aren't shawing up for

class. “Lots of kids disappear
when Mom ia on drug treat-
ment,” eaid Hollister. “Wo
haven’t solved it.”

B Curfew - “The (city) police
department does sweepa of kids
who aren’t where they’re sup-
poscd to be,” said Rosalo Rny-

Jeanno Towar, a familior and
active figure in the southeast
Michigan publishing industry
for neprly 40 years, joins Home-
To¥n Communications Net-
work as vice presidont-editorial,
effective March 2.

“Jennne has had a Jong and

di carcer in

Taylor, deputy super dent of
achools, “The (county) prosecu-
tor’s officc has takon on the
attendance issue.”

Parents who fail to get their
kids to school or who let them
violate curfews are brought
before the law and have a cheice:
pay a fine, do community service
or spend o day in school with
their kids, “Most would rather
pay the fine,” said Hollister.
“Going to school with their kid is
the lenst favorite option.”

B Partnering - The UAW
came up with seven laid-off auto
workers who work in schoola o8
teachers’ aides. “They'ro the
most honored people in the
schaol. The laid-ofl guys are get-
ting paid anyway,” Hollister
said,

® Donations — “GM showed
up with a $10,000 check for com-
puters,” said Halik. “We tried
that tllmugh the schools and got
not one cent.”

Halik aaid he had several eriti-
cal letters telling him ‘to “take
back manoging the schools.” His
response: “They're entirely
wrong. The superintendent
needs to get all the resources he
can.”

National model
Hollister, Halik and Ray-Tay-

lor spoke at the invitation of.

State Board president Kathleen
Straus, D-Detrait. “Tho State
Board will be exploring examples
of partnerships where schools
are working hand-in-hand with
the community,” she eaid, prais-
ing the Lansing model

“This could be a model nation-
ally,” snid board member Herb
Moyer, D-Temperance. “It's non-
adversarial,”

“Pontiac has a lot of the same
problems,” said board vice presi-
dent Dorothy Beardmore; R-
Rochester, citing mobility
between schools. Pontiac's

answer was to transport kids to ' B

their original achool to provide
stability, Did Lanaing try that? .

Yes, said Halik, but it still
resulted in high rates of tordi-
ness and absentecism.

What will happen, they were
asked, if GM doesn't produce two
new car models in Lansing?

“The skills GM is anking are
the same othera are asking,”
replied Ray-Taylor, pointing to
Sparrow Hospital.

Added Hoilister: “We stand to
tose 16,000 jobs if we don't get it
right.”
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per " said Richard
Aginian, prundunt of Home-
Town Communicationa, *I am
pleased that sho will be joining
us. Sho will be invaluable in
contributing to the continued
succesa of our corporation.”

HomeTown, formerly Subur-
bnn Communiculinnn Corp.,

Towar

pers, local telephone directorics
ond apecialty publications in
Michigan, Ohio, Indinna and
Kentucky. It alao provides
Internct services. The Livonia-
based company's holdings
include both the Observer and

Thoy mcludcd ?crvu:e a8 inter-

publisher and vico president of
The Daily Tribune in Royal Oak
when it was owned by Ingersoll
Publications. In 1989, she
joined Crain Communications
as marketing director and was
promoted te vice president in
1992, Hor carcer at Crain’s
included serving as publisher of
Detroit Monthly magazine. She
founded Crain’s Detroit Custom
Publishing Division. .

“Community journalism is my
first love,” Towar said. “Home-
Town Communications docs
very well ot that and I'm excit-
ed to bo part of it.”

“She’ll make o significant con-
tribution to our newspapers,”
said John Reddy, who is retir-
ing a8 vice pregident-editorinl
and publisher emeritus of The
Eccentric in Birmingham. “Her
background in newspapers and

ree P
pum in the company’s Lansing
Community Ncwspnpern divi-
smn and also in the 11 papers of
ita Cineil ity Press

the Eccentric

Towar has worked as a con-
sultant to the company the last
two years on special projects.

division.

“I am delighted at the
prospect of working for this
company,” said Towar, who was

mokes her sensitive
ta the importance of editorial
content in the success of any
publication.”

Towar's newspaper carcer
began in 1959 with Associated
Newspapers, which included
the Wayne Eagle and Garden

‘n‘

City Guardian-Review, Bho wﬂﬂ
the classified manager when
she left in 1965 to join The
Daily Sentinel in Utica, part of
the Times Herald Corp.

From there she went to The
Macomb Daily in 1971 asa
sales representative, nuxng 10
advertising director in 1881.
During her time therc she took
a leave of absence to scrve as an
administrative officer of Thic
Newspaper Guild of Detroit,
1978-80.

Towar was clected to a six-
year term on the Oakland Com-
munity College boord in June
1896. She currently is interim
exceutive director of the Ro_val
Oak Chamber of Commerce.
She is a member of Rotary
International, Royal Oak His-
torical Socu:ty. AdCraft Club-of
Detroit and has been invalved
in projects for the Salvation
Army, Haven, Boys & Girls
Club of South Oakland, Stage-
crafters, Oakland Community
Callege Foundation, SEMCOG
and Women's Economic Club. *

Towar, onglnully from Dcnr-
born, lives in Royal Osk. .
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