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Moving In: The state
Liguor Control Commis-
sion and two other state
agencies will locate in a
vacant building in Farm-

ington. /A2

Park It there: Parking and
traffic issues at the Down-
town Farmington Center
mall will require a coop-
erative effort, city oﬁ‘ictals
say. /A6

Where's the credit? Gov.
John Engler's State of the
State statement left out
some historical perspec-
tive. /

Tale of an Inn' Henry Ford s
love of history and will-
ingness to lose millions
preserved the Botsford
Inn - just one chapter in
the storied past of the
Farmington area land-
mark. /B1

ctty champs‘ Farmmgton

- Harrison overcame North
Farmington in three
games Monday to win the
public school champi-
onship in girls
volleyball./C1
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ngh‘ school high Jinks on the high seas

makeover

Pedestrian-friendly plan - .
set, but who will pay for zt9

BY T 8MITH
STAFF WRITER

Big plans require big bucks. ,
And with $3 million nceded. tn
complete a-12-point “pedestrian:
friendly” makeover of the central.
business dis!ricl., the m:xl smp l’or'
Farmi: 'a D
to figure out where that moncy will come from, nmd
Executive Dlrecwr Judy Downuy Tho DDA recent-!
otz Asso..
ciates’ ive plan nd is deciding which;
projects ‘tmght fit into ita budget for fiscal ycnr
1998-99.

14

Downey presented a “courtesy” overview of thu
strategic plan, complete with artist’s renderinga for!
all 12 projects, to the Farmington City Council dur-;
ing Monday night's regular mecting. However,

Sea legs: Farmi

7 elreel

Farmington High School stu-
denta in the cast of “Anything
Goes” bave put in three months

..of grueling work, said vocal
. music teacher Evelyn Schuette,
They've sacrificed just about
everything clse to fine-tune their
ginging, dancing and acting
skills in preparation for the Cole
Porter musical.

Tonight, those 60 students

will begin to be rewarded for

Performing the
main
“Reno,” is senior
Kelley Oxley, who
during Monday
afternoon's dress
rehearsal stepped
out'in‘front of the
England-to-New
York City “ocean
liner” to sing the
title song.

lead,

érm PNOTOS BY BRTAN MITCUILL
ton High S ts warm up for their upcoming perfor-
mances of "Anytﬁing Goes.” The show runs through Saturday.

Anything Goes’
sets sail tonight

On board: Stephanie Bathie (left) and
Michelle Wallen rehearse their roles

) still could bo made to the plan that the
DDA executive board approved in January when
resulta of a Wayne State Umvcrmty visioning pro-
cess for downtown are presented in the spring,

“It's just a courtesy,” she explained, “that whcn
we decido to approve a project, that we ask the
council for their consideration, They are the main
governing body. ’l'hoy appoint the Downtown Devel-'
opment Authority.”

According to Downey, the DDA likely will proceed:
slowly, with two of the lesa~cxpcnmvo projects fund-

FHS principal,;
takes new post.

BY T SMITH
BTAFF WRITER

Just weeks after Farmington High School's selec-

that effort. The opening perfor-
mance is scheduled for 7:30
p.m., in.the FHS auditorium.
Subsequent shows are set for
7:30 p.m. tomorrow nnd Satur-
day.

Those cast members aren’t the
only ones who havo put in a lot
of time to the Cabaret cause,
Complnmunting the cast arc 30
in the and 16

Other key per-
formers include:
junior Kim Yoder,
“Hope™; senior Andrew Comp-
bell, “Billy"; sophomore Matt
Gwynn, “Sir Evelyn”; junior
Stephanie Batkie, “Bonnie” and
the show’s main tap dancer; and

homore Nick Ward,

! Martin.”

in a varicty of capaci-
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Skateboarding
ban on a roll

Adoptiqn set for Feb. 16 meeting
BY TrM SyrTH
BTAFF WRITER

Pro Skate Shop Assistant Manager Tracy
Stovens sees a cloudy future for the Farm-
ington Road bunincsn ifa propoued city

to ban sk n the cen-
tral b\lumm district is approved later this
month, as expected.

“It'd pmbnbly push them away from the

- downtown area,” Stevens sald Tuecaday, the
day after Farmington City Council mem-
bers introduced the ordinance, “*Now, if
they’re out there and their board breaks,
they’d como in.”

Stevens also wonders, and waorries, about
what might happen to those young peoplo
who enjoy performing skateboard tricks in
front of hnr store, a tonant in tho Vxllnge
Mall. She d typical s
ors as being botween ages 7 and 25,

If the city follows through on the ordi-

. nance, Stavens emphasized that Farming-
ton officials ought to “build a skato park for
om to ge o, It keopa them off drugs and
helpa koop them active. If thoy nre not
{recly able to skate where they want, then
they might resort to other things.

Across Farmington Road at 'K‘ho Pasta
8top, le-ynur-old cmployeo Rob- Adulr
seomed d that g is
even an jssue. :

Y v

Besides Schuctte, drama
teachers Richard Burgess and

carlier this week.

Leanne Walter and inatrumen-
tal music teacher Norm Logan
oversaw the production.

Tickets remain on sale at the
high school, and likely will be
available at the door each night
of the run. They are $8 for
adults and $7 for students.

For information, cnll (248)
489-3456.

- Tim Smith

tion s a state Bluo Ribbon exemplary school, its
leader is flying to n higher perch,

Principal James Myers Tucsday night was
appointed executive director of instruction and stu-
dent services, As of July 1, he will take over those
duties from Don Cowan, who recently announced
his retirement.

*It's a bittersweet situation for me,” said Myers.
52, after the board approved his promotion. *I reals
ly enjoy Farmington High School. I love what we' vo
got going there.”

And life as Fnrmmgum Falcon only stands to
get better, with various building improvements
scheduled over the next year and a half, projects
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Family puts its stamp
on local postal service

By TiM SMml
STAFF Wi

When Flossic MacDonald's husband,
William, was laid off from his truck
driving job in 1968, sho knew the
Farmington family needed some help
to keep tho household going.

Then 45 years old, an age where
some ore alrendy mapping out their
golden yenrs, Flossio re-entered the job
market after a lengthy hiatus to raise
four children. She took a atate Civil
Services oxamination and did well
cnough to Jand a job as n clerk-carrier
with the United States Postal Service.

Lato Iast month, at age 75, Flossic
was honared with a full-fledged retire-
ment party at the Farmington Hilla
branch an-12 Milo Read, on the very
day ehe celebrated 30 yenrs with thn
poetal service. And nll four child

two who have 52 years service with the

post office themselves — and seven

grunt;‘chlldmn were there to celebrate
with her.

*1t (the party) was wonderful,” said
the G2-yoar Farmington resident
recently. “ ... 1 made many friends dur-
ing my 30-year career.”

Mcanwhile, Floasie, a widow since
1993, isn't aure what she'll do with all
her well-deacrved spare time. “Right
now, it feels like I'm on an annual
leave, It haan't hit home that I'm never
going back. But it's been a good 30
years.”

Besides having family with her at
the Jan. 22 rctirement party, Flessie
reccived plaques and a watch.

“She was good,” said doughter Diane
MacDonald, herself a postal clerk in
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Elmmmnll!m( Mo
82 years of service: Flossie MacDonald (center) poses with her son
and daughter, David and Diane, after her retirement from the
Farmington Hills post office on 12 Mile after 30 years. Between
them, the trio has put in more than eight decades with the U.S.
Postal Scrvice.

Spare time

attraclions.
Autoramn runs Feb, 13-15. Admission at the gate

Team Farmington Special Olympics sixth annual
Bowl-a-thon for chnnty isn't quite ready to roll rbon
day, Feb, 28 at Drakeshire. Lancs, Five-person
tenms are needed for the ovent, which annually rais-
oz about $20,000 to back Team Farmington - a
sports tralning and educational program open to
athletes with mental impairment.

Those athlates ofther must reside in the Farming-
ton school distriet, or have past or present connee-
tions to ita special education programs.

Team Farmington has more than 240 athletes and
50 volunteer conchea who participate in 16 different
sports. As a part of their training, athletes can got
involved in local, state and nationnl Special
Olympic- wmpnhuonn

To sign up as a team captain or howlnr for the
Bowl-a-thon, or to muko a contribution to Toam

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Farmington, call Mark Fishor at (248) 473-0389.
Drakeshire Lancs is located at 35000 Grand River.

Revved up for Aytorama

\When tho 46th annual Detroit Autorama begine
on Friday, Feb. 13, two Farmington arca hot rod
unthu.uinau will havo their cars on display for others

Ra.ndy Hubbard of Farmington Hills will bring his
1868 Chovy Camaro down to Cobo Center.

And Farmington resident Primo Petrucei's 1993
Lynx B Formula V will certainly be among the

.1t's a police sweep

is $12; children under 12 get in for $6. Advanced
tickets are $10 and $4 and available at all Belle Tire
Tocations. Call (248) 650-6560 for more information.

The Formington Hills Police Department will
receive the 1997 Michigan Association of Chiefs of
Police Award during the MACP Mid-Winter Conl'ur-
ence banquet Feb, 12.

The MACP Community Policing and Crime Pre-
vention Committec sclected the dopartment, which
proviously won awards at the state and national lev-
¢ls. Hills Chief Bill Dwyer and Assistant Chlcl‘Mnr-
tin Bledsoe will accopt the latest award.
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