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DDA pian

ed out of tho existing budget.
Each subsequent year, over the
‘next four or five, tha DDA then
would determine whether to pro-
cced on any particular project.
The DDA already has a track
record with such endeavors; its
first 10-year improvemsnt pro-
gram put a new facae on the shap-
ping district,

Pondering sources

.But Downey said that, with
some potential projects costing
$300,000 or more, the DDA will
need to considor soveral sources
for money. She listed Tax Incre-
ment Financo Authorities, finan-
cial cooperation from the city,
private donors and granta.

““Funding will'be the No, 1
tickot iu:m. she tald the cauncil,

0 ing, City Man-

ton area to do the same.
“The DDA is ready to sit down
with the corporato citizens il in tho
, in both Far
and Fnrmlngtan Hills,” Lauhoffl
said. “Because this is the down-
town for tho entire Farmington
aron. And we'want to get the
word out to thoso citizons who
may just want to toke part in
ig,"

Downey credited landscape
architect John Grissim for com-
ing up with “excellent ideas”
such as traffic-calming brick
pavers far pedestrian crosswalks
and traffic roundabouts. Sho
said grants will be persistently
pursued.

“I really don't have any idea
what'a out there” in grants,
Downoy said. “I'm hopeful that,

ially for the Farmer'’s Mar-

uring th
ager Frank Lauhoff said there
are other Michigan communities
the sizo of Farmington where
people united for similar endeav-
ors = and brought their check-
books. He invited the Farming-

ket/band concert area, that that
would be secn by a foundation os
such a wonderfu! benefit to tho
community that (it) ... would be
locked at favorably.”

Regardless of any budgetary

cpncorns, Downey hos high
hopes for the strategic plan.

“It's a wonderful plan,” sho
said. “I'm excited about it. It
does 80 much to make the down-
town arca more acsthetically
pleasing. It will be pedestrion-
friendly in every way.”

Oune particular target aroa
that intrigues Downoy i8 trans-
forming a utilitarian portion of
downtown into vibrant, tree-
lived traffic roundabouts,

Lots of concrete
“That whole area, down
Thomaa, Warner and Schoo),

W Improve the Grand River -

gazcbo at the downtown’s cast
end.

W Improve the Orchard Strect
Park, in order to host Farmer's
Market and concerts,

B Construct Bostan-stylo traf-

fic roundabouts at the intersec- .

tions of Thomas-Warnor and
‘Thomas-Schoal.

@ Redovelop Grove Street.,

W Expand and improve Grand
River green space and add park-
ing spaces.

B Chonge the traffic pattern in
the Downtown Center Mall from
Grove to Farmington Road, from

Farmington targets-

BY LARRY O"CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

When it comes to parking con-
gestion in downtown Farming-
ton, city officials agrec theros
voom for improvement.

But added Public Safety Dircc-
tor Gary Goss: “Theso are not
bod problems to have.”

On Tuesday, Goss and another

Traffic and Safety Board mem-

bor, Bob DeCono. met with
Author-

there's o much te thore,”
Downey said, “What
Griasim/Metz has suggested
would not only make it more
traffic-efficient, but soften that
area with greenscape a great
deal.”

Following are the projects:

W Devolop a small park arca
between City Hall and Grand
Rivor, including a fountain,
ample seating and landscaping.

Senvice
A(hmwm & hore

Accents lnNmﬂqnni GeminiTavel
SIW‘D“W’W"M Star Trax Event Froduct

. Rochile mbers
Knit Knit Knit
 Rowlic Db Shop
" Shertis west boomficld  Pepillon
 Under Al fudpelnd

Lois Gross ey Cleansrs

The Valentine Gift Center
| VAW

2

=) &

ions

WEST BLOOMFIELD - MICHIGAN
Ovchard Lake Read * Noth 'M
(248) 0517727

Eurries

Choest Cabe Galle BrickerTonis Furs
Saint Louis Bread i "
Shargra Chincse Barbara's As Centes
buan Furopa At Gallery

Shopping Conter MIBS e forr Ciing 8 Gitts
£mest Larco's Fine talian flona and galery

Cuisine Now Open Kitchen Glamor
fine lewelry Soleit Contemporary
Tappers Diamonds & Fumiture

Fine Jewelry Waphlp

n

line to serp ¢ in
order to slow vehiclea,
@ Develop, or enhance, DDA
district green space.

Determine and implement
an alternative treatment for treo
grate arens. .

B Add brick pavers at pedes-
trian crosswalks on both Grand
River and Grove Street.

B Construct 2 pedestrian
walkway from the Downtown
Center's north entrance down to

lty officials to talk nbout crowd-
ed parking conditions, particu-
larly in the Downtown Farming-
ton Centor mall.

New tenants such as the
Farmington Postal Store and Big
Appla Bagel are gencrating more
traffic at the center. That con-
gestion is likely to increase as
Kimco Realty reporta that all of
its propertics in the center have
been luascd which includes the

d arrival of h

the largest block of b

B Renovate the Masonic Ploza

park aren, to provide a shelter
from heavy traffic on both Grand
River and Farmington Road.

Included in the plan is a 30-foot
clock tower at the corner, which
was a controversial issue soveral
years ago.
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=» SCUBA LESSONS &=
SIGN UP NOW!

All classes are BEGINNING SCUBA
and meet for 7 sesslons.
Starting dates below.

ANN ARBOR Monday Mar,2  @pmto10pm
Wodnesday Mar.4  6pm to 10pm
Saturday Mar. 7 1Cam to 2pm
NOVI Mondoy Fob. @ 8pm to 10pm

Now At Our New Location In

* SCUBA * SNORKELING
. * SALES * SERVICE

’ DIVERS lncorporated
Add Excltement To Your Life
. 3380 Washtcnaw Ave.
Ann Arbor .

9717770
Mon, through Frl. 11.7;
Sm DS

giant Starbucks,

Yet much of the traffic is high
turnover, Goss said. A video —
condensed from 12 to two hours
~ illustrated Goss’ point as it
showed peaple scurrying to their
cars and moving in and out of
parking spaces in front of the
poat office.
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Next to Comp USA
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parking shortage .

Soo rolated edrtorlal, A

Some ’h'nﬂ'm Safety Bonrd mc-
fnclude
three crosswalks  in front of the
post office, Damman’s Hardware -
and Farmer Jack’s - and posting..
“no standing” signs on the main.

drive. .
“At this point, we don't ses a
Tot of specd on that main drive,”
Gosa said, “but that's because -
they can't specd because therc’s *
o lot of abstacles.” -

Farmington police officers shoo
away vchicles standing in front
of shops, Goss said, Delivery.
trucks park in front between 7!

7:30 a.m. becauso it's casier to ©
unload there. Such allowances
might not be afforded, especially
during businéss hours, Gous
said.

‘Thucs what tics cvcrything

. It just makes a big mess,”
anld Judy Downey, DDA execu-
tive director.

Parking tic-ups are also a con-’
cern in the lot north of Grand~
Rivor, which serves tho Cook
Bulldmg, Grace Insurance and
the Farmington Bakery. Employ-
ee parking is the culprit there,
officials said.

The lot has 85 apnees for Zﬂ

which have up
ul‘ eight-nine employecs, “Math-!
ematically, you figure it out,™:
snid DDA trustee Greg Hohler,
who owns the Civic Theater.

The recently-renovated 21st
Century Building is expected to”
add to employce pnrkmg needs, "’

One suggestion is to have the'
DDA send out letters telling”
business owners to have employ-
ces park further away. A similar-
cffort didn’t work 16 years ago,
Hohler said.

“You do it and it works for.
about a month and then people.
start drifting back,” Hohler said.

Another option is posting signs
that establish one-hour spots for
customer use. Those are difficult
to enforce, Goss said: “You're lit-
erally out there chalking tires,”

Signs do kecp employees away:
from the buildings, said DDA
member Michele Jakacki of
Focal Point Studio.

Whatever the solution, Clty
Mnnnger Frank Lauhoff said,;
“It's gomg to take n cnopcrnhve
effort.”
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