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Mittl'a from page B4

Hope credit, the Lifetime Learn-
ing credit, or an exclusion from
groas income for certnin distribu-
tions from an Education IRA.

® Eligibility for the credit is
phased out for jeint filers with
AG] betweon $80,000 and
$100,000 and single filers with able Hope Scholarship credit for

AGl between $40,000 and 1999is $1,5600.
$50,000. $1,500 Parents’ payment

¢ In contrast to the Hope cred- +2.500 Student toan
it, the maximum amount of the $4,000 Total eligible expenses
Lifotimu Learning credit that paid In 1999
may be claimed on a taxpayer's
return will vary based on the
number of students in the tax-
poyer’s fomily,

For example: In 1998, Bob
begins his firat year of college.

Head to Nagano via cyberspace

he Winter Olympie
Games began this
weokend in Nagano,
Japan with the traditional
hype and Iloapln and wall-
to-wall
But if the TV progrnm-
ming doesn't fit into your
schedule,  hoad to
cyberspace. There you'll
find a growing list of Inter-
net sites devoted to the
games. Because the TV
coverage is often delnyed,
in many cases the Internet
reporting of various cvents will be live and
current. )

and related expenses of $1,500
in thot year, and Bob reccives a
scholarship of $10,000 and
obtains a student loan of $2,500.
Tho parenta’ AG! is less than the
phase-out amount. -

The total amount of the allow-
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$1,000 100%, first $1,000 paid
+_500 50% of next $1.000 pald
$1,500 Hope Credit for 1999
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For starters, let me steer you towards Bob and his parents pay tuition tional I
the Web sito maintained by CBS, the offi- wall Street bus K; ¢
cial U.S. television network that W|1l cover WIn Wall Street's wikt ups and , Irterest In personal nvesting has nved o
* tho Winter Gomes. The network's Internct ™ beenso high. And one reason for 1hos record highs and sudden a en Ine
sito . (http://cbs.sportslinc.com/fu/ Y. in 8 bkl accordingloaralysts . 4 the number of people who hanai from page B4

olympics/inagunod8/) carries the Intest

results, broadeast schedules and news cov- plants and a nice selection of

stufled toys.

A wide variety of unique bird-
houses and an array of items fit
for filling baskets are also on dis-
play at Bouqueta & Baskets,

In fact, gift baskets arc a big
percentage of the business.

things may have been quiet the
last few wecks, but aa Feb. 14
draws near the pace will pick up

mponumnonCNHcand NBI}TVsumnsm Woak.
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erage,

Locally, WDIV Online (www.wdiv.com)
will also offer lota of Olympic news. And
the Observer newspapers (www.ocons
line.com) will have frequent starics about
local connections to the athletes competing
so far away in the Japancse Alps.

gain.

“I'm really having & lot of fun
and, although much of my busi-
ncas is by phone rather than
walk in right now, I think this is

PCMiko: You can check out Wendland’s Web site at www.pcemike.com.

A must bookmark for Winter Game
- information is
" (http://www. nagnno.olympic.org/)
. maintained by IBM for the organizing com-

the official

: mittee. |
From athlete bios to up-to-d: hed

of thoe latest events, the site is very well

Bite

entire teams. IBM promises that all e-mail
will be made available to all participants.
Many, in fact, have promised to answer fan
c-mail a8 time permits.

The city of Nagano has sot up its own
mu) (http.//www c“.y.nngnno.nnunna.jpl

tos that are regularly updated.

» USA Today (www,usatoday.com)
People may scoff at the thin content of the
newspaper but when it comes to online
Olympics news coverage, it's hard to beat
this site.

* CNN (http/ennsi.com/olympica/

Prohm ia flexible with that ser-
vice as well. Customers are wel-
come to bring in items for the

n growing industry,” Prohm said.
“And to me, the most important
part of thia whole thing is giving

basket, discuss ible themes
for their wicker gift with Prohm
or simply call and placc the
order leaving all the details to

that 1 touch. 1
want to be small and personal so
I have the time to help them
design their own basket or plnn

Thcy had some obvmun problems trans-

ovents/1998/nagano/) CBS moy be the

the expe:

flowers for their wedding day.”

laid-out, cven offering a free Olympic
screensaver that can be downloaded.,
1t will be interesting, though, ta sce how
IBM does with the Olympic Gnmes sltv,
Tho foiled ly a
few weeka ago with the job of mmnv.ummg
the Superbow! site.
Even before the opening kickoff, the foat-
hall site wos hopelessly jammed.
The faces at Big Blue were Deep Red
over that fiusco, s0 you can only imagine
. the pressure their Webmasters are under
to make this onc work.
Bofore you leave the official Winter
. Games site, check out the "Olympic Appeal
for Peace” during the games.
In light of all the tension over Irag and
_ the talk of imminent military action, that ® Winter Olympics from ESPN's Sport-
nppcnl prnmmeu to bo big news os the szone (http.llospn.uportuonc.coml
with Sadd. lymp - I think they have the best
Got o favorite Olympic athlete? IBM has  organization und coverage by specific event
also set up a way to send fan mail by e-  category.
mail through another site (http/iwww.f ® The Spgng Web (http://www.,
nnmnﬂ.o!ymplc.lbm cum/) You can send  sportsweb.com/homenag.htm)- This is a
hl - many of very detailed coliection of Winter games
whom have their own homepages - or to  storics, with an extensive collection of pho-

official U.S. TV network but CNN's online
site would havo you think otherwise. They

lating Japaness into English and there are
some strange characters and symbola you'll
have to wade through but the site offers up  have set up a special area for Nnguno cov-
detailed dingrams and pictures of the vari-  erage.

ous cvent locations, * Nippon Television Neotwork

If you have students at home, perhaps (http/www.ntv.cojp/) Tired of CBS ond
the neatest site I found is the Nagano ‘98 CNN? Then take a lock at how the huge
Kids Info Ccnmr (http IIwwwE.nttcn. Nippon TV network in Japan covers the
com:8010/j html) gomes.

- Besides the games, kids visiting this site Finally, if you're really a dichard Winter
alao learn about Japan, thé culture and the  Games fanatic, head to the newsgroups.
history of the games, Check out rec.sports,olympics for serious

They can also win "cyber medals™ by par-  discussions, rec.sport.skating.ice, soc.cul-
ticipating in online games patterned after ture.nordic and alt.tv.cports for more apir-
the winter Olympic cventa, ited and specific online posta.

Ready for some more Winter games
sites? Try these:

"Wc du wcddmg baskets, baby
baskets and pampering baskets
which have lotions, bubble bath
and maybe champagne,” Prohm
said.

“And we have mortgage com-
panies who like to send baskets
to new home owners as they
move into their house.”

Noting that the holidays bring
the largest percentage of busi-
ness to her shop, Prohm said

As Valentine's Day grows clos-
er Prohm will be ready with
dozens of pre-made gift packages
that include a dozen roscs, n
stuffed bear ond a box of choco-
lates,

Advance orders are the best
way to go if you want romcthing
delivered on Valentine'’s Day.

Bouquets & Baskets is open
from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
(248)879-7778.

Quality from page B4

Holland,

. 1997 MQLA Honor Roll
member Eaton Corporation's
Detroit Centor for Corporate
Research and Devel .
Southfield.; and,

* 1996 MQLA recipient Hack-
Jey Hospital, Muskegan,

The Michigan Quality Council
was created in 1993 by business

John Engler to promote Total
Quulity Management (TQM)
practices in businesses, educn-
tional msmuhons nnd organiza-
tions tk }

One of the counnl s primary
functions is to oversee the Michi- -
gan Quality. Leadership Award
given cach November to recog-
nize organizations for outstand-

Mike Wendland covers the Internet for
NBC-TV Newschannel stations across the
country and can be seen locally on WDIV.
TV4, Detroit. His "PC Talk" radio show
airs Saturday and Sunday afternoons from
4-6PM on WXYT-Radio AM1270 and he is
the quthor of a scrive of Internet books, cail
{888) 222-18686. You can reach him through
his Web site at http:/ lwww.pcmike.com

leaders and is supported by Gov.

ing quality management.
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