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FRANK PROVENZANO

Commbn Ground
a target for
unsettling politics

nee a week, Koy White volun-
teors at Common Ground, a
nonprofit social servico ngency
based in Pontinc. She's the calming
voice on tho other end of tha crisis
0,

One day the callers were a couplo of
sexually active teennge gir

*“It was clear to me that it was good
that they had somewhere to turn,”
said White,

‘They’re not alone.

Throughout the region, Common
Ground has aided thousands who've
called with serious — sometimes des-
perate - problems, and few places to
turn. .

“We give them time so they can talk
through their wholo problem,” enid
‘White, a Bloomficld Township resi-
dent who also serves as chair of Com-
mon Ground's board of directora.

But today, the tables have turned.

Whero does Common Ground turn
when they’re faced with a problem?

And who should come to their aid?

Penalized for its success

The problem is this: the Birming-

ham City Commission is holding up

Common Ground's permit to hold its
annual Art in the Park festival at
Shain Park in the downtown area.

There's no question the commis-

sionera support Common Ground's

. mission, But thero's plenty of ques-
tions about why they are demanding
a condition to bo met before granting
the permit.

._.Art in the Park, a two-day event in
the fall, is entering its 24th year. The
fair has become one of the top 35
rated art fairs in the country.

About $85,000 was raised from last
year's event. That's about one-sixth of
Common Ground's fiscal budget to
fund a 24-hour crisis line, victim
assistance services and a prevention
outreach program to schools.

Without a doubt, Art in the Park
offers a compelling case of how art
can bring people together for the
greater good.

Sound naive? Not to White. And not
to the many volunteers who meet
year-round to plan the event.

Apparently, Art in the Park has
becomo 80 successful that the Birm-
ingham Commissioners sec a way for
other local nonprofita to benefit by
becoming more closely aligned with
tho ovent.

To paraphrase Commissioner Mike

BLAGCEK

HISTORY

Fortile ground: Nefertiti Steward, owner of Truth Book Store in South-
field, teaches customers the “other version” of American history.

Revisiting the
“American Dream

M ONTH

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAFF WHITER

There’s nothing typi-
cal about Nefertiti-
Steward, from her
earthy African apparel
to her flashing smilo to
her ancisnt Egyptian
namesake,

She is simultancous-
ly annchronistic and
unquestionably con-
temporary.

If anyone neoded
convincing about how
much America has
changed since tho pas-
sage of the Civil Rights
Act of 1984, just con-
sider Stoward: a proud
African-American
woman and successful
entroepronsur with an
ovangeliat zeal to edu-
cate hor customers
about the “other ver-
aion” of American his-

TivBxe? Warxna
Bluesman: Robert John-
son is among the many
African American musi.
cians in Stewart’s lexicon

A reminder of the democratic promise

ard invariably hands
customers a calendar of
events sponsored by her
store and held at the

“Come back for one of

our lectures and
exhibits,” she said.
“Bring your kids.”

Coming to an event
means mooting African.
American authors, wit-
nessing an African mar-
tial arts exhibit, watch-
ing a one-woman play
about the abolitioniat -
Harriet Tubman and lis-
tening to a concert of
African music.

That “other version” of ,
American history,
reminds Steward, is also
filled with terms like
strugglo, spiritual sur-
vival and pride.

Through a color lens

Ironically, the annual
+h1

‘Celebrate
_Black History

Detrolt Instituts of Arts -
6200 Woodwatd, (313)
8337900

M “Gods of Africs In the
Arts of Brazit,* 2 .m, .

Surday, Fob,
B “Jacob Lawrence: The

W Storytelling: Atrican.
AmericenUfe, 2p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 15

W Storytelling: The Civil
Rights Mavement, 2 p.m.
Ssturday, Fob, 28
Museum of African
Amadcan Hi -

316 E. Wareen, {313)
494.5800

& °0f tha People: The
Atrican American Expart.

enco’

W “Walk ta Freodom,” a
photo exhivit of the 1963
civli rights march In -«
Dotroit ted by Br. Martin
luther King, Jr.

M °A Communion of the
Spirits: African American
Quilters,* a photo exhibit
by Ronald Freeman

W “Lifo & Times of Paul
Robeson™

Detroit Historical
Museum - .

5401 Woodward (at
Kirby}, {313) 833-1805
W "Doorway to Fraedom:
Detrolt end the Undar-
ground Rallrooc™

W Afrlcon Americen Faml-
Iy Day, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Fob. 21

Noteworthy art galiery
W “Paintings of Vincant
Soth® = G.R. N'Namdl

Galiory, 181 Townsend,
Blimingham, (248) 642
2700,

@ "Images of Africa” -
paintings by locaf ertizta:
“Works by Barbora Terry
Ray,” B sartds of paint-
ings dedicatod to the ehilk
dren of Mozambique; ond,
"Picasso touched by
Africa,” Moore Gallery,
304 Hamllton Row, Birm-
Ingham, {248) B4-SHONA,
A Historical and contem:
poiary posters and seck
graphs deplcting African
American cufture = Umcjs

land Drive, Ste. 104,
Southfield, {248) £52-
1070

W “Compassion pnd
Achlevementa of African-
American Culture, fastur-
ing the paintings and
sculpture of lvan Stewnrt
- Southfield Centre for
the Arta, 24350 South.
ficld Road, {248) 424-
8022 N
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BT FHOTO BY JERXY ZOLYNSKY
Maestro: Conductor Felix
Resnick leads the Birmingham
Bloomfield Symphony Orches-
tra in a program of Gershwin's
pop, jazz and operatic songs.

BBSO’s swingin’
tribute to Gershwhin

BY FRANK PROVENZANO .
BTAFF Witttz X

In tho thin air of the clnssical music
world, the notion of a significant Amer-
ican composer is usunlly met with a
polite guffaw,

Could the land of bouney pop songs ~
rnd floating jazz give birth to a melodic
genius on the Jevel of those powdered
wig types of Colonial times?

It could and it did.

Nearly 76 years after hia piano-roll
performance of “I've Got Rhythm,"”
audiences are still tapping their feot to
George Gershwhin’s irresistible
melodies,

On Sunday, Feb. 16 the Birmingham-'
Bloomficld Symphony Orchestra will
honor the music of Gershwhin in a pro-
gram of hia popular songs, and picccs
from “American in Paris” and the
opera, “Porgy and Bess.” .

The concert commerorates the cen.
tennial of Gershwin's birth, and high-
lights BBSO's annual benefit dinner,

“Gershwhin is one of the most origi
nal geniuscs,” said Felix Resnick;
BBSO music director and conductor.

For the Jast five years, the BBSO has
been named best community symphany
at the Motor City Music Awards.

The 70-member orchestra is made up
of musicians from a range of ensembles
and symphonies throughout metro
Detroit. L
“It's Wonderful”

“Gershwhin was ly evolving;
exploring new ground,” said Resnick;
who founded the BBSO in 1975. He
also plays violin in the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra.

“His fecl for rhythm is both exuber-
ant and highly introspective.”

And inarguably, Gershwin is distine-
tively American, a synthesizer nnd
inventor. .

In “Rhapsody in Blue,” for instance,
he fuscd jazz with the concerto form.

Unlike his European predecessors

tory.
That “other version”
- filled with terms like

Stampede: The
valor of the Buffa-
lo Soldiers is one

of melodic images.
and i

Wooley, Common Ground should take
Art in the Park, expand it and gener-
ate additional revenue which would

tion of Black History,

A Picaso sce GERSHWIN, C2
some contend, has gone the way of other

i . = can be found on the shelves of Steward's  American holidays — heavy on commer- : .

gﬁ,‘,’,‘ff,fg,:}:'&““ difforent Birming Truth Book Store at Northland Mall in  cialism, corporate sponsorship and eoft of  Of the many posi- What: “Celobratlon of Goorgo Garshwin's

In more cruss terms, Wooley’s on- Southfield. substance, tive images of gf"m;ln';'-s g e g ol
the-record comments l:\wenlcd an Each February during Black History Even Steward estimates that store ealea  African American cu?s’l" :'o u:{:‘:’ s“y'M:slml Soglr:nmful
unnecessary hard-ball position, Mo?th is Stoward's d L i ment, & will i 7?_ percent in February, the history depicled in Unlon'

“This is o tranaition period and peried when o tin-  highest ! excopt for the  Juo0n Stewart’s When: 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb, 15
you'ro going to accopt it,” ho told Com- guishablo from the lessons of history. holidays. hibit at th Where: Templo Beth E), 14 Mile and Tele-
mon Ground ot the Inst commission Whether she's ringing up the aalo of an  Unfortunately, the cffect of Black Histo- ~ €X/110i1 al the g¢aph Rood, BloomMeld Hills: {248) 645-
meeting, : Afriean Khenti cloth, & tribal woodearving Southfield Centre 2278.

*“The more you buy into the procesa or the latest Terry McMillan navel, Stow- - Pioase seo DREAM, C2  for the Arts. Note: Annual benefit dinner wilt b hefd prior
the more ynuywill lilfn it,"he asded . . . . to concert.

Although Wooley's tona was coneil-
intory, the effect of hia words aren't
exactly subtle diplomacy.

In an idoal world, the commission-
ers should be congratulated for their
benevolent spirit and foreaight.

But in reality, they should be scold-
ed for their parachial attitude.

At any time they could up the

ante,” said White, “It's unfair to penal- BY FRANK PROVENZANO i
izo ua for boing succesaful” S Painfully honest o
“Untimely” may be the proper adjective to
Not enough? 4 In most of Martin Mnl:!- < Martin A deseribe lthe death of anyone who succumbs in
At th insion’s . ox's paintings over the | Whatt . their early 40s.
mon Géﬁ?:‘gr;e?{::;‘::’:i%%ﬁ " lnst eight years, there's a ;";g;?:'&gx,m But because of the depth of his talent and his
o : Mo H \ oo e
ench to Birmingham Youth Asais- Pﬂ‘:gﬂﬂbilﬂ foreboding [ Exnmition rlg\::_g‘lpt)tpulprxly, Maddox's passing is also
tance, FAR Conscrvatory, Birming- expression. ., When: Through painfully tragic.
ham Area Seniors Coqu\-i%'nntlngncgoun. ’[‘hadsumo of de::lutmn Saturdey, Feb, 28 mNnt in recent history has the }}fidd gnllerg' bad .
crvades, oven amid some | Where: Robert is kind of anticipation for a show, Even before'
cfl and Birmingham Schogls. gumorous juxtaposaitions, | Klod Galary, 107 the openin, xcvcr:l ieces had been sold,
uln" tho commissioncrs, however, such ns o woman dancing | Townsand Steoot, “h‘:e not &hcther y‘;u‘ve heard of Martin Mad.
at's not enough, ' o ici tront, -
They want Cg;llmon Ground to find with a bear, or a magician E";’f;’g&”“- (248) | dox, but how many of his paintings have you
o way to broaden Art in tho Park to standing in front of ani- soen, and how many do you have,” said Ray

mals decked out in black-
tie attire. N
For some artists, it might be a case of explor-

Fleming, director of the Kidd Gallery, which rep-

more directly involve local nonprofita.
of S resented the attist since the early 1990s,

‘That sounds Jike a good idea. But

in 7, bigger ecessaril; 3 Unfortunately, at a timo when his talent was
bo:t::}lnztwﬂl u‘;umm .ddit{on- ing & theme, or working through a psych gaining r ition, Maddox could no longer
al revenue, ‘ morass, withstand his addiction to crack and aleohol.
. Art falrs develop a reputation based But for Maddox, it now scems as a chilling  Shortly after Christmas, he hanged himaelf.

indication that the unbearable personal gloom
was spreading with the dogged pervasiveness of
oil sceping into ennvas,

Mnddox's most recent works completed beforo
his death in December can bo seen at the Robert
Kidd Gallery in Birmingham through February.

“Martin wasn't really in control,” said Flem.
ing, “He just playcd the hand he was dealt.”
Ultimately, Maddox may nat have overcome

on tho quality of axhibited work, how
the artisis are treatod and the atmos-

Saarching for meaning: The paintings of Martin may, ¢ T
s i ; hi . Yet

Maddox combinc a Rendissance style with a con- ® own domons. Yet in his most impressive

temporary ibility, Plonsc sce ROMANTIC, C2

N T, [ PR S . + k)




