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Painter puzzles over wor

BY LI ANN CHOMIN
Bekrr WaTER

’l'hn ‘longer Nancy Hoppor

talks, tho moro dotniled a por--

trait sho paints of herself, nnd

hep'art. Visitors can talk to the " |

mrminghnm artiat, as well as

read into her paintings, Sunday, '

Fobi 8, ot a reception to open her
ond-woman oxhibition in the

Likbnia Civic Conter Library

Fitsh Arts Gallery. :

ords dominate the newest of
Hoppor's 38 pointings in “Shar-
{ng'My: Hoart.” Hopper bogan
creating the designerly paintings
late last summer. But long

before painting, worda were Hop- .

per's game,
Background

Born in Portland, Ore., Hopper
graduated from Oregon Stato
University with a degree in jour-
nalism and home econemics. She
worked bricfly for the food sec-
tion of The Oregonian beforo
becoming & full-time wife and
mother. Her background as a
journalist, and tho fact she is an
admirer of Frank Lloyd Wright,
Mpndrion and Tiffany is ovi-

denced in the jewel colors and

architectural nature of her
wordy art works, 1

*I realized I'm ‘alwaya
{n}rigued with tho design and

Hilberry’s ‘Of
Mice and Men’
finely crafted

John Steinbeck’s timeless
drama “Of Mice and Men" will

n in repertory through March
?j at the Hilberry Theatre on the
corner of Cass and Hancock on
the ecampus of Wayne State Uni-
versity in Detroit, Upcoming per-
formances 8 p.m. Friday, Feb.
31; 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday,
Feb, 22. Call (313) 6772972 for
dates and additional show times.
BY 8UE SUCHYTA
SPECIAL WRITER

Like his novel, John Stein-

k's script transcends time in
*Qf Mice and Men,” Though sect
in the Depression, the enduring
tHemnes, woven simply into the
story, can be understood and
efabraced by any culture and
d!;: period.

‘Lennio is a atrong giant of a
man with a child's mental capac-
ity. Goorge, his grumbling
g{nrdiun, has resigned himself
td a personally unfulfilling exis-
tdnce because Lennie is com-
pletaly dopendent on him. Tha
two have been an the road, work-
ing as hired hands, dreaming of
the doy when they might have a
small place of their own. George
must constantly protect Lennio
from his own naivete, strength,
and the cruelness of others,
while suppressing his own frus-
trations,

David Haig embodied the chal-
lenging and difficult role of
Lonnie with gentlences and
poignancy. His speech and gait
defined Lennic’s limitations
without being mocking, and his
hésitancy and trusting vulnera-
bllity struck a sympathetic
chgrd,

iBrot Tuomi, ns his frustrated
protector George, cemented the
illusion of the pair's inscparabili-
t}iTuomi’s movements, fost and
efitated, wore in deliberate con-
tiast to Lennie's slow ond clum-
sy’ones. His verbal frustration,
vented on Lonnie, contreated
‘well with his scenes of touching
‘cbhcern. Tuomi captured the
nidn caught between the desire
for his own life and the restrain-
ing duty to protect Lennie.

:Ultimately, George must
chooso between tho safety of oth-

era and Lennio's froedom.
Thioughout the play hard choic-
e3 musat be made to keep noture
in balanco with the needs of oth-
ors. Tho choices ore not always
easy.

The ensemble dealt with these
cholcea with sensitivity, without
overdramatizing or trivializing
emotional sconcs. In a aimple,
but skillful scene, Momentz
Black s Crooks, the socially iso-
lated black ranch hand, doftly
illuminated Lennic's alonencas

well. .

i Peggy Johns, ns Curloy's wife,
‘ehjbodied the reckless sensunlity
.Which was to bo her downfall.
> {The sound offects were out-
standing, tranaporting tho audi-
eate to a country woods in late
evoning. The subtlo sunrisc,
wator splashed from an on-stage
stroam, and the amoke curling

m the campfire were woll

.crafted touches ns well.
t

g v

went to a show of van Gogh's
,work and thought this is such an
ugly subject, just a pair of old
-boots, nnd look how beautiful he
made {t.”

.One of Hopper's pieces, "Ritual
Sticks”-is currently on tour as
part of the Michigan Water Color
Society’s 60th Annual Exhibition’

‘ which debuted at tho Dotroit
i of Arts i

fottoring quality, but I don't

want it to be the focus of the

pldeo,” said Hopper. *1 want tho
focus-to bo tha overall design.
I'm doing this instead of painting
something from life or a photo-
graph. It’s not copying somo-
thing. It's moro creative.”

Art has always been & part of
Hoppor's lifo. As a young girl,
she admired the art work of her
mother, a hic desi .

n
Spattering-about 30 layors of
watercolor with a toothbrush,
she laya a translucent back-
ground for twige, which almoat-
soem to zpell out a word in some
foreign or out-of-this-world lan-
guage. The work was published
in the “Best of Watarcolor: Cro-

b Pub-

lishers in 1087. .
*I wae intrigued with the
resulting patterns of the dobris
.after a bad storm and immedi-
ately went outsido to photograph
the driveway,” said Hopper,
“when a friend of my son's
arrived and nsked, what's up
Mrs. H? I don't mind if poople
think I'm strange.”

Through college, sho took art
clasaes but never considered tho
subject seriously. -
After the birth of her first
<hild, Chuck, she took » wator-
color clasa “to get out of tho
house”
When Chuck died suddenly
beforo his fourth birthrmy,h Hop-
husband er to

7 has no inhibitions
when it comes to her art. She
does not try to imitate anyono
oithor, That's why sho rarely
takes classcs anymore. Instead,
sho joined the Farmington
Artists Club. At a recent meot-
ing, Oakland Community Col-
logo art professor Kegham
Tazian demonstrated a method

per's
take a clasa at the Birmingham
Bloomficld Art Association.
Becoming engrossed in painting
helped ense the pain and encour-
aged healing. o
“Thinking back now to when I
was in school, I used to draw cir-
clos ‘and fill in tho lottore of
words in the newspapers,” said
Hopper. “In middlo school,.I

of ferring images to paper
using an acrylic mat medium. As
o result, Hopper created a hand-
ful of colorful collages in time for
tho show.

*Tho club always hos a speak-
¢r, and I go to shows at the DIA,
Scarsb Club. BBAA and the
Cary Gallery in Rochester,” said

Hopper.
Livonia Arts Commissionor

Word puzzle: Nancy Hoppe

r

of Birmingham uses text to create paintings in a one-

woman show titled “Sharing My Heart.”

Billie Thompson is a fellow
member of tho Farmington
Artists Club and booka the
exhibits in tho Fine Arta Gallery.
she originally asked Hopper to
show her work last Soptember.

*] wanted the chance to show
her work in Livonia,” eaid
Thompson, “It’s fabulous. The
colors are bright.”

“Midnight Cabbie” plays red,
yollow and green traffic lights

agoinat a black background.
Dragonflies cover the word glob-
ally in a mixed medin work ren-
dered in ink, gouache and gold
paint, “The Day Brent Drove to
Notth Dakota” incorporates the
toxt ‘Hamburgor Scare Hits
States.” Brent ia Hopper's second
eon, oo

“Bront was dnvmg all by him-
sclf to North Dakota,” said Hop-
per. “I was nervous so I pulled

Saturdays.

ZQ)hen it comes to

great expectations, we deliver.

Your family Is growing and so arc we! That's why
the Untversity of Michigan Health Centers are in
your nelghborhood. We want to provide the best
possible eare in a locatlon that is convenient to

vou, Iere is what makes us ideal for your family:

= We have plenty of ob/gyns, family practlce
physiclans, general lnternists and pediatriclans
In your community.

" Many sites offer extended hours, including

®  We have all the services you need (o stay

healthy. Many locations offer laboratory tests

and Xerays, too.

hundreds of experts.

first appolntment.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

2452 Health Centers
1-800-211-8181

Tecause world-class feallls care shouldn't be a world away.

If you ever need a speclalist, you're already
linked with the U-M Medical Center and our

Finding the right doctor close to your home
is simple, and making an appointment is casy.
Just call the number below and we will help
you select a physlelan and even schedule your

19900 Haggesty Road.© -
"Livonea Tnternal Medicine
17318 Fairnington Raad

headlines from the newspaper

and started doing a painting.
Sometimes I take the lsttéring
out of the paper, sometimes I

work it up on my computer. I uso

different fonts sometimes ones ;

thot are lacy, I sometimes lay
the words on top of each other.” .

Linda Ann Chomin is an arts :

reporter for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

105$ I.Blyi; Stigld - -

Call 1o make.
ith plan s

¢

vi?(\"a Heakh Center
20321 Farinington &




