. our travel page. Call Huy
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Irene und Casey Ambroso of
Bloomfield Hills hod been to
Italy several timea before, but
this timo wae difforent, an
adventure that began at church!

“I have a daughter (Eileon)
who likes to go to 6:15 Mass at
St. Hugo's,” said Irene,

Tho Rov. Monaignor Michael

* Dylag of the Pope John Paul IT

Culturat Foundation was saying
Maoass.

“We went up to talk to him, we
knew other poople that be
knew,” Irene explained. “Ho
mentioned that he was a friend

_ of the Pope. He said, 'If you're

interested when I take a trip you
can come along.”

Dylag had known the Pope
when both were are Orchard
Lake's St. Mary’s Seminary,

The Ambroacs joined a group
of 32 that left tho day after
Thanksgiving for a scheduled
Dee, 2 meeting with the pontiff.

Leadlng prayer: His Halmess John. Paul I second leads
" a prayer at the Vatican.

John'and Mary Kruse of Bleom-
fiold Hills also joined the group.

The scheduled meeting was
delayed by two days, but on Dec.
4 the sudience was arranged.

Italy was a familiar vacation
spot for the Ambroses. Ho is a
longtime Walled Lake attorney.
and she ia 2 well-known commor-
cinl artist. According to the
warm and outgoing Casey, he
goes where his wife takes him,
and {t's hor love of art that haa
drawn them back to Italy. This
trip, in addition te meeting His
Holiness, they had planned a
trip to Florence, a rich ropository
of Renaissance ort that they had
missed on previous visita,

On the day they were to meet

tho Pope, a convoy of taxis lined
up cutside thoir hotel. Onco
inside the Vatican, they went
from one chamber after another,
climbing sevoral ulmrcnsu in
tho process.

“They took us inside n wmhng
room filled with beautiful paint-
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Couple enjoy papal Vis_it al

ings and sculpturea outside his
privato chapel,” Irene aaid. *We
were told the Pope would arrive
acon in the chapol and kneel in
prnycr. You come In when the
Papa ia ready to say Mass.”

Pope John Paul II said Mass
for the group and then joined the
visitors in the adjoining library
where a receiving lino wns
formed.

*“When he came to us, Mon-
signor Dylag introduced ua in
Polish, I understand a little Pol-
ish,” Ircne eaid.

Pointing to Casey, Ireno eaid,
“Then ho started talking Lithun-
nian. (The Pope’s mother is
Lithuanian.) The Pope looked at
giim and said ‘God Bless Lithua-

T

Cnsoy said the Pope called him
a Litvak, a common term for
Lithuanians.

John Paul gave ench person a
rosary with his coat of arms.
Dylag sharod breakfast with
Edmund Cardinal Szoka, former
archbishop of Detroit and the
Vatican's chief financial officer.

The papal visit waa followed
by a tour of the Vatican,

“It wos interesting,” Cascy
said, “everyono knows Michclan-
goelo did all these things, but
{Giovanni) Bernini did many
designs and sculpturcs.”

The trip to Florence almost
didn't happen because of a con-
fusing train schedute, but the
couple finally made their way to
the beautiful city. There they
visited the grand palaces of the

‘Medici, They saw Michelangelo's

“David,” the Duomo mosaic
church ‘(the Cathedral of Flo-
rence), tht Baptistry of St. John,
the Uffizi Gallery and other
famous sites.

“It’a o beautiful city with so
much happening,” Irene said.

The trip to Rome and Florence
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Papal audlence: Pope John Paul II is introduced to Casey and Irene Ambrose by The
Rev. Monsignor Michael Dylag in the Vatican library.

was a last minute adventuro
that created a scheduling prob-
lem for the busy couple. In May
they had scheduled a post
Christmas trip to Mexico. They
barely got home from Italy and
took care of Christmas, when
they wero on the road again.

Though past the age when
most people retire, the Ambroses
keep busy with their profession-
al and social activities, Irene is
an active artist. Casey continuea
working at the law practice that
he shares with some of his . chil-
dren. The couple have eight
adult children. He has also won
notoriety for his sax playing. His
trio performa every week at a
son's restaurant,

Vatlcan
sculpture:
Giovanni
Bernini’s

sculptor ir
the Vatica

Great Escapes features various
travel news items, Send news
leads to Hugh Gallagher, assis-
tant managing editor, Obscrver
& Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36261 Schoolcraft, Livonia, M!
48150, or fax them to (313) 691
7279

. TELL US YOUR STORY

We want to hear from you?
Have you been someplace inter-
esting ? Have you had a special
adventurc? Is there a quiet
island you'd like to recommend
or a highly promoted place you'd

like to warn against? Do you |

have apecial tipa for other travel-
ers to make their journcys easi-
er? Have you met somo interest-

. ing people in other countries

that you'd like'others to know
about? We want to share your
stories and your color pictures on
Gal-

him at hgallagher@ oe.

homecomm.net

- CROSS COUNTRY

REI (Recrentional Equipment
Incorporated), 17659 Haggerty
Road in Northville, presents Bob
Taylor's slide presentation,
“Cross Country Skiing in Yellow-
stone National Park,” Wednes-
day, Feb. 11, Taylor has been

- doing alpine (downhill) skiing for

* 40 years and nordic {cross coun-
try) for .26, For times and moro

- information, call REI (248)347-
2100,

" TUSCANY VACATION

The Birmingham Bloomfield

. Art Associntion ia still taking

reservations for its special arts
ur, “The Hill Towns of Tuscany
.and Umbrin,” May 10-22. Join

Romantlc Italy: The beau-
tiful architecture of Flo-
rence is just one of the
many sights that the
BBAA will take in during
a trip to the “Hill Towns
of Tuscany and Umbria.”

Janet Torno, BBAA exccutive
director, for an excursion to two
of Italy’s most benutiful regions,
The tour guide will be Shelley
Perlove, professor of art history
and dirvector of art administra-
tion at the University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn. Highlights of the
trip include the famous churches
snd cathedrals of Florence, the
leaning tower of Pisa, the zebra-
striped cathedral of Siena and
tho birthplace of St. Francis of
Assisi. Accommodations will

ADITION o) 1TCELILANCRS

Tu take aduantage of these and ather speclals, call or visls AAA Trove Agmcy.

CARIBBENN CRUISE 50% OFF
7 days, for selected saillngs through 3/28/98 .
BLASKA CRUISE 50% OFF
7 dan: for sclected Muy 1998 nlllxlms

o pocacn, and sutmct
10 CRang and Iralibity, Poct chisped iy Inciuded. Othar rectriction
gletry; Necwciands, Batamas.

34502 Woodward n Biemingham 2434330211 - °
26026 Southlleld Road In Lathrun Viage 248.443-8980

oo BNy

include six nights at the Grand
Hote! Minerva in Florence and
four nights ot the Hotel Athena
in Siena.

For more information, conmct
Junet Torno at (248)644-0866 or
Dallas Phillips of Phillips Travel
at (248)437-1733.

MAPLE SYRUP

The Deerhurst Reaort will
hold its Maple Syrup Featival
March 7 to April 5. On March
27-29 guesta can enjoy the Maple
Syrup Festival weekend package
for $289 Canadian which
includes two nights accommoda-
tions, a Friday evening recep-
tion, Saturdoy breakfast and
dinner, a sugar bush tour, a
musical stage show, Sunday
brunch and take-home pancake

kit. Price is per person based on
double occupancy, The resort is
in Huntsville, Ontario, For reser-
vations, call 1-800-441-1414,

COUNTRY MUSIC WEEKEND

The 18th Annual Country Con-
cort will be'Held at Hickory
Lnkes in Shelby County, Ohio,
July 9-12. Classic rockera Ameri-
ca and Creedence Clearwater

-Revisited join a lineup of country

music entertainers including
Tim McGraw, Faith Hill, Clint
Black, Deanna Carter, Lorric
Morgan, Collin Raye, Diamond
Rio, Neal McCoy and others.

For ticket and camping infor-
mation, call 937-295-3000 or
write to Country Concert '98, Ft.
Loramie, OH 45845 or check
their website at www.coun-

ot vallabd during haliday. Moak, s nad
atniion aet bloded.

Kids B & under okl & sloep FREE.

tryconcert.com
BLOSSOMTIME FESTIVAL

The communities of St. Joseph
and Benton Harbor are prepar-
ing for the annual Bloasomtime
Festival, April 26 through May
3 - .-

The theme of this years festi-
val is Legends of the Silver
Screen

For more information, call or
write to the Blossomtime Festi-
val, 161 East Napier Ave., Ben-
ton Harbor, MI 48022 or call
{618)926-7397.

as Thursday and rekindle your

D | ¢

248-334-2222 %109,

Novi Hilton 248-349-4000 $89,
Garden Inn 248-357-1100 $85,

.

Just How Quickly Can
Burnout Fade Away?

Discover For Yourself.

It's casy with Hiiton’s BounceBack Weekend® Come as early

Al Novi Hilton and Southficld Hilton Garden Inn,
enjoy a free, freshly prepared Continental break-
fast each day, or trade up to a fult breakfast. At
Hilton Suites, enjoy a free full breakfast and com-
plimentary evening beverage reception. And, at Northfield
Hilton, enjoy a free full breakfast buffet. You can make reser-
vations online at wivw.hilton.com or call your professional
travel agent, 1-800-HILTONS, or a Hilton in the Detroit area.

DETROIT AREA: Aubum Hills Hillon Suites

Suites 313-728-9200 $89, Northfield Hilion 248-879-2100 $89,

GREATER

spirit with someone you love.

PRI

Detroit Metro Alrport Hillon

*Southlicld Hilton

£L70Z—

mrg‘anmmmlmwmsntepme smmmmwkxumm 18 and Lndef stay froe #h
1S’ room

Offer valid through 12/
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ummnbhmy th ruuvuw mum runuou not Inchude 1ax of grar

Earficr check-0R Is

30798 frogram valid Thursday through Sunday
some kxatiom.
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