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Students cross paths in cultural interchange -

Mercy serves as host to
Argentinian contingent

BY TiM SMITH
STAFY WRITER

N ot long after Carolina Oliv-
ara and five schoolmates
from a Siators of Morcy school
near Buenos Aires, Argentinag,
arrived in Detroit for an
exchange program with Farm-
ington Hille-based Mercy High
Schaol, thoy found out just how
different American lifo really ia,

“All the tecnogors have cars,”
said Olivora, 17, of St. Ethnen
School, lamenting the fact that
Argentines cannot legally drive
until reaching ago 18, In the
South America country, tecns
spell tranaportation p-u-b-l-i-c.

And outlet malls in Argentina
don't compare to sprawling rotail
smorgasbords such as at Birch
Run = which was tho destination
of ane of the group's recent field
trips, said Maria "Cookic” Zorril-
in, hosted by Mercy's Emily
Crisgey of Plymouth. “They're
not as big.”

Their suburban Detroit hosta
are also loarning quite a bit
about Argentines, too.

“When they firat got off the
plane and hugged us and kissed
us, that was kind of difforent,”
said Olivera's host, Merey stu-
dent Asia Johnson of Southfield.
“It was nice, but very surprising
«. I guess they are more open
and more affoctionato toward
others. When we see somebody,
it’s like, ‘Hi' "

Johnaon alse couldn’t beliove
her guest's different cating
habits: cookios for brenkfasat,
pancakes for dessert and Frosted
Flakes for a lato-night snack.

During a roundtable discus-
sion of tho “cultural interchange™
last week at Mercy, such com-
menta drew laughter from
natives and visitors alike, Aler
just two weeks, it's clear that a
bond is definitely strengthening.

In fact, before returning to
Argentina on Feb. 28, the 12 stu-
denta are planning on hopping
on a train and going to Chicago
to celebrats the 18th birthday of

Milagros Nowbery, who is being
hested at the Plymouth home of
Morcy student Vanessa Rennels.

Hospitality and hoops

Tho Sisters of Mercy mission
has somothing to do with the
connection, szid Mercy High
School principal Sister Reginn
Doelker, “The Mercy values are
very much alive in bath schools.
Hospitality {s one of our main
charucteristics.”

Erica Szilogy of Novi, who is
hosting Laura Fuentes, summed
up the experience this way.
“They learn English from us, wo
learn Spanish from them. We
learn about their culture. So
wo'll know what to expect when
wo go down there” in June.

Helping set the stage was a
pen pal program begun last year
between tho two Sisters of Mercy
schools, both with more than 900
students. St. Ethnea ia z2ll-
Catholic, but Mercy's student
body includes about 25 percent
who are from other religious
denominations.

But when the Argentince
arrived at Detroit Metropolitan
Airport, following a daylong
flight, the foreign teens found
out that the spoken word was
somewhat differont from the
back-and-forth letters. And these
aro youngsters who began leorn-
ing English in the fourth grade.

*When we first came hore,”
Zorrilla said, “they (Americans)
were talking real fast. But now
we're getting accustomed to it.”

Meanwhile, the program is
showing studenta that similari-
ties also exist between the coun-
tries, cultures ... and the people.

Fuentes said the Argentines
are comfortable with the Mercy
studenta simply because there
aro similarities betweoen the
schools. “Perhapa that's because
the (Mercy) nuns keep traveling
back and forth.”

Another visitor, 17-year-old
Anabel Gonzanlez, said one bene-
fit of spending time at Mercy is
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Leaming group: “Cookie” Zorrilla (left), Maria Maciel (center) and Carolina Olivera share a moment at Mercy
High School. They are exchange students from Argentina attending Mercy High School.

learning about non-Catholics.

“It’'s very important to experi-
once a school with students of
different religions, because in
Argentinn, at our school, we are
all Catholics,” said Gonzalez, the
guest of Mercy student Katie
Garagioln.

Gonzalez also discovered
another difference between the
schools, “Classrooms are differ-
ent in Argentinn. Students stay
in the room and the teachers
change. Here, the students move
from class to class.”

Away from school, Garagiola
and Gonzalez go to movies and
restaurants together, talk at

Her recovery takes new turn:
Opening pages in school books

BY TiM SMITH
STAFY WRITER

Melissa Garr is_back and
they're loving it at Farmington
High School.

Melissa continucs her come-
back from last '8 near-

B ‘She wants to be
malnstreamed and be
Just one of the kids.’

Michael Garr

---Melissa’s father

fata) poolside mishap by attend-
ing a limited schedule of one 90-
minute class per day. She will be
cased back, and only as long as

and counseclor Bob Crawford,
want the teen to be allowed to

it does not impede her prog N
school officials said,
While attending FHS, she wil!

make prog without addition-

al attention from the media.
Mclissa’s return was also
lifti 1 faculty

phy )
and speech therapy at the Rain-
bow Rehabilitation Center in
Farmington Hilla,

According to her father, Farm-
ington Hills Fire Lt. Mike Garr,
Melissa "was anxious about her
return to school,” but did OK her
first day — other than being very
tired afterward. In the classroom
with the 16-yenr-old throughout
the first week was her Rainbow
Rehabilitation caseworker,
Karen Khan

“She wants to be main-
streamed and be just one of the
kida,” Garr added Wednesday,
reiterating the family's wishea
that Melissa have a low-key
return. Both Garr and Melissn’s
mom, Susan Garr, along with
Khan, principal James Myers

p or
and those from the community
who have followed her path to
recovery for months.

“Everybody’s thrilled,” said
FHS vocal music teecher Evelyn
Schuette. “She’s talking a mile a
minute.”

Schuctte said Melisaa will
alternate between English and
history clasaes, one per day, to
avoid too much work at the
start. “I sort of knew she'd be
back.”

Catherine Cost, assistant prin-
cipal, said Melisaa's ongoing
recovery should be enhanced by
her return to the high achool,
where she attended for two ycars
before last July's tragic poolside
accident at Farmington Glen
Aquatic Center. On July 23,

1997, a heavy tree branch fell,
for no apparent reason, striking
Melissa on the head. She was
knocked down to the concrete,
sustnined a fractured skull and
went into a deep coma for more
than a month.

“Being around other people
will help speed her recovery,”
aaid Cost, emphasizing that
Melissa will be allowed to learn
at her own pace. “She’ll be in a
place where so many people care
for her."

Several FHS students said
they were happy that Melissa is
back and thought her return witl
serve as a positive example for
others, os well as unify the stu-
dent body.

Even people who aren't at
Farmington High are ccstatic
about how Melissn improved
enough to resume her studies —
people such as “Unele Jack™
Curd, one of the community's
eclder statesmen.

“As the honorary grandfather
of the Farmington Falcons
Maorching Band and Color
Guard,” Curd said Mondny,
“Melissa is one of my adopted
granddaughters. And I couldn’t
be mare proud of her recovery.”

He called Melisan's return to
health “r miracle come true for
the community.”

Extended learning pilot program
lands on board desk for adoption

BY TiM SMITH
BTAFY WRITER

A pilot program in Farmington
Public Schools that provides on
oxtended learning day for
kindorgartners at threo early
cducation centers could becomo
officially adopted at Tucsdny's
7:30 p.m. school bonrd meeting.

“It's no longer a pilot program,
it's tried and true,” said board
Vico Prosident Cathy Webb
about Educare, which ia boing
offered thia year at Hillside Ele-
mentary School and Alamedn
and Fairview oarly childhood
contera,
Webb said the school board
was impreased by a reviow of tho
program during 1nat weck'a
board meeting and expecta that
Educare will be continued and

possaibly even expanded to Lani-
gan and Wood Creck elemen-
tarics. Both of those schools
have expressed interest in start-
ing the program in 1998-99.

“We're very pleased with it as
a pilot program,” Webb said Fri-
doy. *And I certainly expect the
board will not only continue it
but expand it. We recognize
there's & graup of customers out
there who need it."

Board adoption of the program
would not climinate the current
requirement that parents pay a
$2,000 stipend to enroll their
child. “The tuition would have to
continue,” Webb said,

According to Fairview Princi-
pal Mary Lou Somerville, inter-
eat in Educare is growing. There

are 66 children attending this
year, with enough interest to
enroll twice a8 many in 1998.99,
accarding to o survey of parents,

But Somerville tald the bonrd
that there is concern that some
families might not be able to
afford the program - which tacks
a half day of educational-based
enrichment activities onto tradi-
tional half-doy kindergarten.

The Educare Advisory Board,
of which Somerville is a member,
recently mailed a letter to busi-
nesses, churches, civie organiza-
tions and residences urging their
support in the program. The let.
ter alro asked them to consider
providing scholarships for some
familics, to “cven the playing
fiedd.”

night together. A Detroit Pistons
basketball game was another
special outing for Johnson, Oliv-
era, Maria Macicl and her host,
Mercy's Karen Fields of Detroit.

“Anabel and I are finding how
similar our familics are,” said
Garagiola, a Bloomfield Hills
resident. “It's remarkable. Peo-
ple there are the same as they
are here. The way people think
about their friends, relation-
ships.”
Mission statement

The exchange grew out of the

Mercy religious community’s
commitment to support cach

country's cultural experiences.
Sisters in both countries deal
with totally different ministerinl
challenges.

“We saw this as an excellent
opportunity for girla from both
continents to expericnce cach
other's culture, make new
friends and advance their under-
standing of the language,” said
Sister Sara Foster, the Argen-
tine coordinator.

The language issuc is impor-

really important that we get to
know each other on o cwricular

Jlevel”

Indications are that the:
schools will continue their
unique communication link. In
June, the Americans will go to
Argentina for another six-weck
exchange.

“What these students will do
in Argentina is to go where the
poor live and see what ministries

(there) are doing,” Sister Doelker

tant, said Mercy Spanish teacher
Mary Ann Polakowski, because
the Spanish spoken by Argen-
tines is different than what she
teaches to her astudents. “It's

Par must be
enrolled in the third year of 2
languoge program and families
are responsible for financing
their child’s trip.
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