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= If n grand jury ia formed as planned in
4 Oakland County, one of the cases it inves-
hxntcs may be the 1997 hit-and-run death
"-‘af Bloomfield Township resident Priscilla
Anno Ricketta.
Rickotta was 64 when she died from
vvinjuries suffered in a hit-and-run incident
‘Svhile loading groceries into the trunk of
“her car in n Troy parking lot in March of
that year. Although tho investigation hos
.« bicen ongoing, police have been unnblo to
B cmck the caso.

A:ung Chief of Police Charlea Craft.
ty's prosecutor announced

ukland Coun
Ehday that Qakland County Circuit Court

judges had granted hia request to empanel
a Clt!zuna Gﬂmd Jury to lnvaltxgnto
an

d drug
trafficking in the county.

- The grand jury body, which ia com-
pmed of 17 jurors and authorized for six
months, s considered a powerful tool in
salving tough cases, ly because pros-
ccutora can offer immunity to witncsses
who are either reluctant or unwilling to

. mvoul lnfummlinn

. , the police dop may
. aubmit Lhn case for a grand jury investi-
gation under Oakland County Prosecu-
tor David Gorcyca, according to Troy

, Oakland County has had
four grand j )uneu and the results have
been very, very good,” Circuit Judge
Edward Sosnick, chief judge of the Oak-

land Circuit Court, said of the decisjon
to approve Gorcyca's request.

Goreyca must now convince tho Onk-
land County Board of Commissioners to
provide $76,000 in funding for the jury —
which should be casy, given tho success of

- past grand jury investigationa, said Coun.
hnson,

ty Commissionor Ruth Jo! .

*“It’s really an excellent tool for gotting
people off the streets that arc a threat to
society,” sho said, "Overall,J think the
board is going to be very supportive.”

Gorceyca plans to submit the funding
requést to commissioncrs Feb. 26, and a
grand jury could be in place by mid-March,
according to Chief Beputy Pmsccumr John
N, O'Brien IL

However, O'Brien could not offer any

information about the numbor of cases
that Goreyca hopes to probo or whethor
tho prosecutor had any particular cases
in mind beeause of secrocy requirements
under tho Grand Jury statute.

*I can tell you that there are cases that
have been submitted to the office from
law enforcement departments,” he said.
“But we can never talk about tho cases.”

Local police dopartments are taking
stock of their unsolved cases and ovalu-
ating them for submiasion.

Besides the Ricketts case, Troy police
are looking at two unsolved murder
cases, including tho 1978 murder of
Gayle Ardith Webster,

Farmington Hills Police Chiof Bill
Dwyer snid he hnd alrendy submitted sev-

“County judges grant formation of grand jury

oral unsolved cases, including at least one
drug trafficking caso for consideration,
“Thare's a very great noed for a grand jury
in Oakland County,” he said. “They work
very well in major drug trafli cnses.”
Also ploased with tho possibility that
investigatora might reccive some extra
holp coses was Southfield Police Chiof
Josoph Thomas.
At least two unsolved homicide cases
— the /1993 stabbing death of Ebony
anht and the 1895 murder of Deborah
edy — would be itted, he said,
“In some of theso cases...we can
almost eay who did them and how they
waero done. ...Thero are a couple of cases
where we know that witnesscs misled
us,” Thomas said.

‘Just about every other month, it seems like something

B' SAIJ-V TATO

ople who know Pat Patterson
know whero to find him after the
sun rises. The grey-haired vintago Royal

Oaker parks himself on n stool at R&J

Coffee Shop most mornings for breakfast,

o Just a half cup of the dark stuff sat in

' {ront of Patterson last week as ho spent
the early part of his day jabbing with the
other regulars at the box-sized joint on
Fourth Street in downtown Royal Qak,

Waitresses at R&J's joke that Patter-
son'a probably been coming there for
breakfast since it opened in 1952.

. Alot of changes have happened at the
restaurant since then. It keeps lato
hours now, until 4 a.m. on Friday and
Saturday nights and lures people in
with paintings of shadows of couples
sharing cups of coffee and conversation
all around the outside of the place.

Pattcrson hos scen more changes than
that in his home town. The man, who won't

- divulge his ago but says he was born in
1926, doesn't understand all the fuss about
downtown Royal Oak. He sees the town as

* o masa of antique shops and restourants.

The growth makes lifo more complicat~
ed for the man. “The people get a little
© tougher. Driving gets damn tough,” Pat-

" terson said. “Why do people flock here?”
They flock for what Patterson likes in

the town: mom and pop-owned shops

whiere customers are called by their first

1

new's coming ahout.’

— Norma, waitress at R&J’a Coffee Shop.

Royal Oak turning the corner agam

BTATY PHOTO BY DAY DRAN.

Local living: (Above) Charles Boggs, a 39 year resident of Royal Oak, stands in front of the Main Pro-
fessional building at W, Fourth and Main.He lives upstairs. (Below) Spotted outside the window of
trolley driver Tyrone Wright, is construction of new condominiums on Main.

names. And they flock for what he might
+ .J. not like as well: nationnl coifee house
chains, restaurants that feature live enter-
tainment and a wide range of ethnic foods,
galleries, an artsy movie theater, and
shops full of gifts and gadgets and decorat-
ing poodics — all stops on a metro Detroit
media trolley tour hosted by the Royal
Oak Chamber of Commerce lnst week.
The four-hour tour aimed a spatlight
at the city, from iu stores and restau-

that carries television and movie col- *

lectibles and merchondise, moved from
boaths in tho historic Farmer's Market
to stores in town.

Andrzejnk, mayor pro-tem in the com-
munity, said the busincssea that sur-
vived turnaround were the ones that
changed with the times, “The business
owners or entreprenours that are will-
ing to cvnlvo with their business are the
1 ones,” he said.

rants and theaters d to historic
Shrine of the Little Flower church and
homes and Beaumont Hospital. It was a
chance to capture all that the city,
specifically downtown, had become, and

Holiday Market, on the outskirts of
town on Main Strcet, is a perfect exam-

ple. Store director John Pardington said |

the market has expunded seven umcs to
meet needs sincoe it

everything that survived the ch
Michae! Andrzojak calls the time

1
i
t
:
!
:
:

opened in 1968, Tie biggost changes
d scven years ago under his guid-

when new met old d the renais-
sanco of Royal Oak. It started almost 20

ance when the store expanded 5,000-
square-fect, added a complete hakery,

years ago, us shops like Decades, a store
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Behind the scenes: Pit conductor Stan Harr

directs at the Baldwin Theatre in Royal Oak. :

doubled its deli
department, tripled
its produce section,
added ready-made
meals, specinlity
foods, & more sophis-
ticated wine selec-
tion and a 40-foot
soafood counter.

“I tell the stafl here
that & storo is like a
living creature. You
have to constantly
groom it. You have to
conatantly take care

ington's theory. A atrip of Washi:

City pl director Richard Beltz

for example, touts businessea that have
survived the renaissance and others
that fill storefronts that didn't. Repent
the Bent, a récord store that's coveted
the corner of Washington and Sixth for
10 years is neighbors with Rare Old
Prints, which bordera the new Patti
Smith location, which sita next to the

two-month old Mail Boxes Etc. store,
Local residenta fill the downtown during
the day, shopping at the stores, running
their crrands at the markets; it's the visi-
tors who live outside the south Oakland
Counly city who fill its atreets at night,
juk said. A booming nightlife has

of itb if you
don't, it's gonna dis,”
' Pardington said.

Walk down a block
of Royal Oak's two
main drags, Wash-
ington or Main, and
there's proof of Pard-

popped up in downtown Royal Oak in the
1ast decade. Restaurants like Mongolian
Barbeque, Tom’s' Oyster Bar and Pronto!
keep people fed; while others entertain
them: pool hall and music venue Fifth
Avenuo or nowly opened magic-themed
restaurant Illusions, to name a pair.

said the success of the downtown is
being taken into consideration as officials
develop the city’s first master plan in 30
years. A balance of new housing, includ.
ing o condominium complex juat south of
the downtown drags, and business devel-
opment will keep tha downtown succesa-
ful. A 200- -room hotel is also planned near
tho Wood and 1-698 i

“I I.hmk it's important you have people
downtown. Housing ia one way you
bring people downtown,” Beltz said.

Back at R&J's, waitress Norma can
vouch for tho hungry peaple who fill tho
offices during the day and grab a quick
bite to eat during lunch, Thoe late week-
end hours draw a crowd looking for cap-
puceinos,

The changes, says Nurmn, an antiques
buff, keep things shaking in town: “Just
about every olher month, it seema like
something new’s coming nbcut," she eaid,

; " Feb. 4 officinlly launched an employment web sita,

BY NICOLE STAFFORD

New Web s1te puts Oakland job seekers on Net

“Its part of the wave (in recruiting and job search-
©8),” Freeman sad, *But it can't be your only tool.”

Under the now system, county unsmployment
. claimanta will also be able to work with earcer

Tornado
drill bill
seeks to
educate

BY TIM RICHARD
BTAF? WRITER

School kids will get two torna.
do alert drills a yenr if Rep.
Jerry Law's bill flica through the
Legislature as eaaily as it flew
through the House Education
Committee.

*Unless you put it in the code,
cach district has its own priori-
ties. The only way you can do it
is to require it,” said Law, R-Ply-
meouth, when a committes mem-
ber asked why therc should be a
law requiring tornado drills.

He was backed during a Feb. 4
hearing by Paul Gross, 8 meteorol-
ogist from Farmington Hills with
‘WDIV, who told of an incident last
Soptember at Spring Lake junior
and senior high schools,

“Teachers miatook a tornado
warning for a fire alarm and took
the students outside,” said Gross.
“However, not all teachers went
oulsidc; some ignored the warn-
ing altogether and continued to
teach classes. This incident is
inexcusable and preventable.”

“It's impossible,” said Law,
“for Paul to travel to all 500
school boards and convince them
to do this."

The state Fire Prevention
Code requires 10 fire drills per
year in all schools, including col-
leges and universities. Law's bill
would amend it to require at
least two tornado drille and
cight firo drills.

The committee reported it out
on a 17-0 vote. It will be on the
House calendar this week.

“Most communities have
bought tornado sirens, but
schools are a missing part of the
protection,” said Law,

Pane! members wanted to
know: Who would train school
administrators and who would
pay for the training? Asked Rep.
Penny Crisamnn, R-Rochester:
“How do they know it's a tornn-
do siren? People are getting
lackadaisical about sirens.”

“The Michigan Committee for
Severe Weather Awareness has
prepared a packet for every
building in the state, at no cost
to the achools,” said Gross,
adding that insurance compa-
nies played a major role.

“Some schools wait for a phone
call (warning of an approaching
storm or tornado). They need to
be ready to act at a moment's
notice?”

Asked by Rep. Alan Cropsey,
R-DeWitt, for a ahort course in
school safety, Gross replied:
Don't go to roams with exterior -
windows, such as cafeterias,
gyms and auditoriums. Usc inte-
rior hallways.

N

ATP WRITIR .
' Finding and filling joba in Oakland County haa
come under a new spotlight - the Internet.

As part of integrating employment services for-
merly handled by the Michignn Employment Securi-
ty Agency (MESA) into the Balance of Oakland
County Michignn Works! Agency (MWA), the county

Located within the larger, national web aite
America’s Talont Bank, tho county site enables -
employers and job seekors from within the area
and across the country to target Oakland County
in their Internct gearches. ,

The site will primarily hold the. resumes of job

" peokers from Oaklahd County, but will also enable

“ companies to post opnnlngz. Currently, about

E—

_.mnlngintervlm and post xoﬁjoba

40,000 resumes aro listed on the site.

“I uaed it iast night,” said prafenlannl jnb
recrujtor Jodi Freoman, of Staff Pro in Southifeld.
Within throe daya of the site's launch, Freeman
wan nble to lovk over 100 resumes, ut up 10

.moﬁm’blowuworzhammremwm‘m

For county job seckers, it isn't the only tool.
Prior to Fob, 4, Michigan residents who filed for

“unemployment and needed help finding a job

worked with MESA.
. Gov. John Englor reorganized MESA in an exec-
utive order signed last August, decentralizing job

. search services and placing thoem under the

purview of local gavernment.
The

means that county residents, who file

for unemployment inaurance, must stop by one of

seven county caroor centers to be eligible for benefits,
The sitea are currently located in Troy, Forndale,
Holly, Highland, Ok Park, Southfield and Walled
MWA serves all of Oakiand County except the

center staff to draft a resume, which will thon bo
placed in the county web site. Federal law requires
uncmployment claimants to submit a resume for
Jjob placement.

Most importantly, though, residents who have
baon laid-off and who applied for unemployment
benefita'will bocome familiar with ono of the coun-
ty’s carcer centara and bo encouraged to return.

By requiring unemployment claimants to draft
and hand ovor their reaumes at tho site, many
individuals will also got their first tasto of using
compuwu to f nd a  job, .

will recoive
fl&m qualiﬂod mn‘ at these contars, which provide

Lake.

cities of Auburn Hills and Pontiac and the

of Independence, Orion, Waterford and White Lake,
Howaever, anyone, evon. those who are employed,

services, like occupa-

tional classroom training, for thoss who need addi-

t]onnl hoIleo m,r‘lmr the work force,” said County
rooks P

A Michigan Jobs Commisajon grant of $2 million
is funding the hkewer of nmphymnnt services in
Oakland County. .

- Vivian Beq, of Troy, visited the county’s Troy
Career Centar when she found harsalf unomployed

last year. Staff helped hor do a resume and search

WRONG
DOOR
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New site; Oakland County Execuu:;ve 2
Brooks Patterson speaks about the new
county employment web site.

for njnb on the Intornet, sho said.

10 eV y tanded a job through the Inter-
ne! Lol s just say it worka a whole lot better lhnn
gaing ta (n print shop) and copying your resumes.”

The Balance of Oakland County Michigan
Works! Agency can . be accessed al
htip:! lwww.michworks,org



