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+ Axel Fisser thrlve.! on taking
dangor. On

Namibia, Fisser found no scarci-
ty of “cata” when he took pho-
toxrnpbu in the Serengati
1 Park without a zoom

peh and conf? ROT.
a four-week safari to Botawana

\m November, the 28-year-old
Plymouth rosident was bold
enough to photograph one of tho
park police, AK47 in hend,
whose orders were to shoot any-
one carrying a gun.

More than n dozen of the pho-
tographs of clephants, zebra,
and lions from Fisser's trip to
Zimbobwe, Botswana and
Namibin are on display at the
Animal Odyssey in Plymouth.

*Because poachers keep shoots
ing eolophants, I took n risk to
photograph him," said Fissor. “It
was a challenge.”

Born in Germany, Fisser took
hia first phutogmph when he
was 11 after p rsing & cam-
; era from his uncle for $150. Ho
thon get up a darkroom and

¢ went to work, In high school, heo

’ ‘taught other students how to
| 'develop and print film.

1 Fisser moved to tho United
States in 1995. This is his first
timo oxhibiting art works
Jalthough he's photographed the
nmmnln in Africa on each of his
mxht trips. On hia 1998 safari to
“Zimbabwe, Botawunn and

% The Plymouth Symphony
x‘Orchentra believea the family
‘thnt plays togother stays togoth-
mr. Besides tailoring their Satur-
‘Ed.ny~Sundny. Feb, 21-22 concerts

lens. Ho was about 12 feet away
from a lion family but in tho rel-
ativo safoty of a truck.

“You seo hippos and giraffes
but it's vory rare to aea cats,”
said Fisser. “The Scrongeti in

nzania, 1 was lucky because 1
went thero in March whon grass
was dry and low. If the grass is
high you can't eca the lions. At
the Ngorongoro Crater, the lions
lie in the mud sinco there {s no
shado. So you can say that the
lions in the crator are tho dirti-
ost liona in Africa.”

Fisser's job us a chemist takes
him to Germany, the United
States and Mexico, so traveling
is something that ho does often.
His birthday was a highlight of
the recent trip when in the mid-
dle of nowhere ho was surprised
with a cake, dancers and warm
African beer,

’l‘ravolmg with 18 people, a
driver and a cook permitted
plenty of time for sido oxcur-
sjons, Ono night, Fisser and a
follow travolor swam across tho
river amidst crocodiles to enter
Angola illagally,

“It'a protty cheap to travel to
Africa from Germany,” said Fiss-
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‘Photographer’s odyssey loaded with danger, ‘cats’

and Fndm until 7 p.m. We
@w-g. Sunday and Monday.

1

. Animals on the Move
What: An onxvlnx uxhlbit of Africon wildlifo photogmphl by Axel

Fisser.
‘When: Exhibit hours are 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday
‘ednesday; and 10 a.m. to § p.m. Satur-

Animal Odyssoy, 621 South Main Street, south of Winx.
Plymouth. (734) 414-MEOW or www.animalodyssoy.com

er. “It's a camping trip, 126
degrees in Botswana, you muat
be in good health. I went to
Namibia to climb sand duncs,
You got up at 4 o.m. 50 you got
thero before sunrise. Thero's o
smell window of opportunity to
take photographs.

Tho first trip Fisser cver took
was to Egypt for scuba diving.
On his first trip to Africa, he
decided ho liked wildlife salaris
more. Fisser sharea the pho-
tographs and lively story of hia
March 1896 African trip on tho
Internot at http:// www, iami.
net/riechorttuning/ax

Animal Odyssoy ownera
Sharon and Celin Atma have a
track record of supporting
wildlifo and animal causes sinco
opening their shop in Old Village
in Novembor of 1886, The moth-

’

er and daughter toam moved the
animal gallery and gift shop to o
new location on Main Street Feb,
10.

*“We'll show anything animal,”
said Sharon Atma of Livonia,
“Our gonl is to oducate about
animals and givo artiets a

reak.” d

From the moment visitora
cnter the shop in a 100-year-old
homo, animals are all they sce.
But what clse would you expect
when ona of the owners (Sharon}
was married at Potter Park, a
small animal 200 in Lansing in
June. A new gallery in the back
room of the shop fentures porce-
lain tiles by Diane Dunn of Livo-
nia; whimsical animal sculptures
by Trina Riordan, Formington
Hills; atained gless pancls and
sun catchors, Jenn, Plymouth;

Symphony scores with families

to please moms, dads and kids,
the orchestra in cooperation with
the Plymouth Whalers, is offer-
ing two tickets for the price of
one.

The firat 250 people to pur-
chase symphony tickots will
receiva one froe ticket to sco the

DENTISTRY WITHOUT FEAR!
“TWILIGHT SLEEP”
_ INTRAVENOUS SEDATION
LIVONIA VILLAGE DENTAL ASSOCIATES
MARTHA ZINDERMAN, RN, DDS

(248)478-2110

Whalers take on the Sarnin
Sting at Compuware Arena
Tuesday, March 3, Last yoor's
promotion was so popular, cur-
tain timo had to be dolayed,
proving onco again, hackey and
sympheny music fans can coexist
in the same family.

Tho music of Gomini will

. appenl to the kid in all of us,

promisea Laszlo Slomovitz, twin
brother of Sandor. The two com-
prise the talent behind Gemini,
guest artists on the “Mischief in
Music™ program along with
Stephen Goto, first-place winner
in the PSO's Youth Artist Com-
petition.

“They’ro folk songs we've writ-
ten about childhood and growing
up, topics kids of all ages can
relate to and we all, to some
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%) February Events;

February 25 - Sankofa

February 15

$25 Admission

Book Signings
Children Book Signing:
February 15 - 4 p.m.-6 p.m.

Adult Book Sign
0] February 22 - 3 pan.-5

Bernard C. Watson. PHD.

Thurs, & Frl, at 8 pam. .

Come visit the exhibits:

: and under,

MAAH Says Read: Sweet Words So Brave - The smY
featuring one of the co-authors, James Brod!e, and lusu'a(or Jerry Butler

Strong Women Keep Comlng
March 1

Sat.3 nu
Written, directed and produ L
($15/person for play only; 535-45/penon far Dlnner

A Communion of the Sp!rlls. African:, -American Quilters,
Now to June 7 and the Life-and Times of Paul Robeson now through June 30
showing in Cole Young Exhibition Room - ;

Black H(s!ory Momh Is spomor:d by Mobfk oif Camaratiml .

nm mumumqnﬂ

MUSEUM o AFRICAN
AMERICAN HiSTORY

The Museum of African American History
Celebrates Black History Month
7 days a Week in February!

We welcome you to come “Celebrate the'S,
incredible plays, live entertainment, fab

“f5] Wednesday Movie Night -7 p.m.-9 p.m. Pmmmional Sponsored WJLB and Pepsi
February 18 - Sarraounta - and

Sunday Gospel Brunch - 12 noon and 2:30 p.m. - Live entertainment

Featuring Mosaic Youth Choir & God's Hands of Pralse - show time 1:30
God's Hands of Praise & Resurrection - show time 4:00

p.m
MAAH Says Read: Colored Negm H!ack Cha:ing The American Dream

: tﬂul Pu'folmance

“General Information.

) M\useum qumerican Hlnory is located at 315 E. Warren Aveuuc'- Detrolt's Cultural Center.”
Hours:’ 'maday-SImdly, 9'30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission is $3 for Idulu and Sl children 1 12
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irit” and enjoy a month of

ous films an

of African American Literature

un. 3 pam. ¢ & 1 30 p.m.
o
ater u:kcts)

: Preservers, and Thelr Storles

much more...
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.Jjusy finds it appropriate to direcs
dgndnm oy them.

degree, have grown up,” quipped
Laszlo, “We're going to bo play.
ing what we call our groatest
hits from our recordings and we
veally want the audience to be
involved, singing olong.”

Born in Budapest nearly 50
years ago, Sandor and Laszlo
emigrated to Israel after the
1956 Hungarian Revolution.
They moved to Kingston, New
York, thrce yeara later and, for
the last 26 years, havo called
Ann Arbor their home.

“Our dad was o cantor in tho '

synagogue, 80 we grow up

singing with him as little kids, 5

soid Laszlo, “Since we lived in
threo different cultures we want.
to acknowledge the diversity

that is so much a part of Ameni- .

can culture by adding an inter-

national flavor with a Hungari- |

an folk tale and Israeli folk
songs in sddition to our own
original songs. At the beginning
of one, we sing hellos in cight
different languages with the
audience responding to us.”
Family plays an important
role as well in Stephen Goto's
life. The 17-year-0ld Cantan vio-

‘linist and his mother, Keiko, fre-

quently team up to play competi-
tions and concerts at their place
of worship, Newburgh Baptiat

Church in Westland. Goto will *

perform the selection with which
he won the PSO’s Youth Artist

by Seuart M. Feldheim
Attorney st Law

ADDING INSULT
TO INJURY
‘The Supreme Court recently ruled
that the Inlmul Revenue Service csn
X punitive damage awards by
people harmed by faulty products or
medical malpractice. The ruling
bolsrers a starute passed by Congress in
Augusr of 1996 that makes it clear dhat
punitive awards can be taxed, The
ruling, coupled with the law, puts an
¢0 yers of uncertainty on the issuc,
Punitive damages are designed to
punish che defendant and o deter
achers from engaging in similar conduct
that iy deemed to be particularly
wutrageous. Jn such cases, the plaintiff
enay sk the jury to direct the defendant
0 gy punitive in addition to
es. Now, it is

these punitive awands afier 3 judge or

1f you've been Injured dye to
someone's negligence, it is important to
pesk vmh an artoeney as 300n a3
For 2 free consultation, call the

W OFFICES OF STUART M,
FELDHEIM st toll-free 888-503-4900
or 248-932-3303, We're located st
30300 Northwestern Hwy, Suice 108,
Famington Hills. We've been fighting
insurance comprnics for over 20 years,

HINT: Dameges paid ' for

e

Bob Perrish, cold caat bronzo

. duckn. Livonia; wn{,crcoturs and

pr Phyllis Hi
ak| Plymouth; Cool Cat Cro-
utlom earrings and pins, Jean-
nette Puglicse, Lathrup Village;
painted animal rocks, Cathy
Petix, Dearborn; limited-edition
pnnu Jana Conger, Brooklyn;

pottery, Karen Donleavy, Cali-
formn, cat dolls with porcelain
heada by Donnn Bragg of Chica-
go; photography, and coramic
tableware handerafted in Zim-
babwe. Future plans call for
artista liko Fisser to discuss and
demonstrato their work.

“Wo'ro alwaye locking for now
artists,” said Celia Atma of
Bloomficld Hills,

The Animal Odyssey is well
atocked with merchandise bound
to make tho hardest of hearts
emilo. Penguin purscs, stuffod
forrets, orango and whito stripe
shirts embroidercd with frogs,
jowelry, T-shirts, figurines, mir-
rors, puzzles, nature CDs, and
educational activity scts for kids,
are a few of the hundreds of
itoms on hand.

“Wa try to h items

tion.“It'’s tough making a go of it
but the gift shop and gallery is
filling a niche,” said Sharon. "Wa
try to make it an experience.”

In addition to greoting cards
featuring maaters paintings
{Munch, Picasso) with an animal
twist, Animal Odyssey offers
{nformational brochures on ani-
mals ranging from pots to
wildlife.

Both Sharon and Celio are
animal lovers, Sharon, a member
of Attorneys for Animals and the
Legal Defense Fund, volunteered
at the Michigan Anima! Rescue
Loaguo in Pontiac for soveral
years, She owns threo cata. Celin
admits only to having “a lot of

te.”

It's no wonder sales from a
number of items benefit various
nonprofit animal and nature
organizations including Animal
Crafters, which finances spay-
{nglnonten‘ng of pota for low
incomo and uncmployed persons,
senior citizens, students, and
porsons fostering strays for
adoption.

All pmcccds from the sales of
pot beds and heart-

with a little humor so people
coma to have a good time,” snid
Celia.

Lack of space and foot traffic
forced the move to a now loca-

ahnped dog pxllows go directly to
Animal Crafters in Farmington
Hilla.

‘The Animal Odysscy takes no
commission.

In the stars:
Twin brothers
. Sandor and
Laszlo Slo-
movitz of
Gemini per-
form two con-
certs with the
Plymouth
Symphony
Orchestra
Feb. 21-22.

What: The P

chhi:f in Hun‘c

two family

h 's Youth Artist Ce

concorts fnnturmg Gomm| nnd thu frnt plucn winner of the
Goto

f Canton.

loeations.

Columbia, Belleville.

to of
When: 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 21-22 at two diffcrent
@ Saturdny, Feb. 21, Belleville High School Auditorium, 501 West

Aftorglow (cost $6) follows tho concert at Prudential Pickering
Real Estate, 381 Main Strect, Belloville,

® Sunday, Fob. 22, Plymouth-Salem Righ School Auditorium,
48181 Joy Road (at Canton Center Road), Canton.

Cost: $8 adults, $5 children. Tickets can bo purchased in advance
by calling (734) 451-2112. The first 260 people to purchase a tick-
ot to the concert will receive a free ticket to the Plymouth
Whalers Tuesday, March 8, game agoinst the Sarnin Sting at
Compuwaro Arcan, Plymouth, limit four freo tickota.

Competition, Khachaturian's
“Violin Concerto.”

“I've nover played with an
orchestra beforo so I'm excited

about it,” said Goto. “I like to
visualize mysell playing with an
orchestra. The piece I'm playing
is very difficult,”

G MILES NEWI]UHGR
T LIVONIA; M),/

TAXES

BEAT THE TAX SEASON RUSH...
CALL

MARK WOJNO
AND ASSOCIATES, CPA

« FREE CONSOLTATION » SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
* INCOME TAX PREPARED BY LICENSED CPA'S.
WE GUARANTEE LOWER FEES TJ'MN THE NATIONAL CHAIN PREPARES)

Indepemlem Living

'3
* Scheduled van transportation
* Planned activities

thllcll ptin and suffering

rom injurics are not caxsble Color Brochure.

income. / N 3-453-1600 or 800 803-58! 1
Murketing by ML Onold,

We're New in the Nelghborhood...

located on Northville Road, south of ftve Mile, we

olfet elegant huxury apartments &, the services to provide

you an exclting retirement lifestyle. Conslder our two rental programs:

. Now'Accepting Réservations ™ &/
Call Linda 'r;;r more Information and

Independence Plus
+ 3 meals dally
. D.\lly housel

Weekly personal laundry
. ﬂccmclry. neal md water
* 24-hour staffing

« Assistance with bathing

* Bedding and towels

* Weeldy linen change

-
3. 4.
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